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12 the Years 1718, 1719 and . > bo 
Under the Command ck 
Sir GEORGE BYNG, Part. rf 


(Afterwards Viſcount TORRINGTON). 25 55 **Y 
Admiral and Commander in Chief of ts | 7M 4 | 
MaJesTy's Fleet; and His Majeſty's Com- | 


miſſary and Plenipotentiary to the ſeveral 
Princes and States of Tah. 
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Ĩ0 che Right Honourable the 


: Lord Vi coun Torringron 
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ORD, Fr: 
; AVING adven- 
; tured to publiſh 
to the World 
$ this ſmall Proof 
of my Regard to the Me- 
mory of Your Noble Fa- 
THER, Your Lordſhip will 
allow me to claim Your 
A2 Pro- 


p 4 
DEDICATION, 
Protection of a Work, 
which I ſhould never have 
attempted without Your 
Aſſiſtance. Your Lordſhip 
furniſhed me with the Ma- 
terials; You will be my 
Surety to the Publick for 
the Truth of the Facts; 
and my greateſt Encou- 
ragement to go about it 
proceeded from the judi- 
cious Remarks you com- 
municated to me, made by 
Vourſelf on the Scene of 
Action, at an early Age, 
which uſually tempts more 


to 


1 


to Pleaſures, than to 
Thought and Obſervation. 
You will perceive, My 
LoRD, that I do not en- 
ter into the Policy of the 
Councils which produced 
the War I deſcribe, my 
; | only Deſign being to ſhew 
what Orders the Admiral 
received, and how well he 
i- | executed them. 
1 But I hope the Reader 
y | will find one Satisfaction, 
zf || that it wipes off an Aſper- 
e,; | ſton thrown out in thoſe 
re | Days; and believed by many 
'0 h ever 


DEDICATION, 
ever ſince, that the En- 
ghſh Fleet ſurprized that 
of Hain without any 
Warning, and even con- 
trary to Declarations in 
which ain confided ON 
Security. 


Jam, 
My Lo Rp, 
Your Lordſhip's 


moſt obedient humble Servant, 


* n F at. Ah. a as 
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EIT H E Friter of the * 
FF Sheets little thought of ever 
oy 7roubling the Publick under the 
= Charafer of an Author. But | 
the noble Lord, whoſe Father is the Subjef# 
of theſe Memoirs, having favoured him 
with a Sight of ſome of the Admiral's Ma- 
nuſcripts, and other Original Papers, con- 
cerning his Expedition to Sicily, the Peruſal 
of 'them gave him that inward Pleaſure, 
which naturally ariſes in Minds touched 
with what regards the Honour of their 
Country. And the ſame Principle led him 
to regret, that an Expedition ſo well con- 
dufed, and fo much to the Reputation of 
the Britiſh Flag, ſhould be ſuffered either to 
fink by Length of Time into Oblivion, or be 
Left to an imperfect and obſcure Relation of 
| | it 
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it among the common and general 7 ranſacs 4 
tions of the Times, | which ſeemed of Impor- 
tance ſufficient to deſerve an accurate and 
diftin Account of 11. Theſe Sentiments, 
Joined with a great Reſpect for the Memory 
of the Admi ral, to whom he owed the higheſt 
Obligations, put him upon attempting a Task 
that was worthy of a better Hand. But 
though. theſe were his Moti ves to the Work, 
Fidelity 1 to Ti ruth has been his ole Guide in 
the Condutt of i 1b. 2 is the only Quali ifica- 
Zion of an Hiftorian he pretends to; it is 
the only Thing he dares think commendable i in 
' the Performance. and the Reader may be 
aſſured, that no Conſiderations whatſoever 
could induce or tempt him to magnify any 
Man's Charatter, , at the Expence of his own, 
The Reader is defired to obſerve, that the 
New Style is u/ed throughout the Book, as 
well in Domeſtick as Foreign J Tanſackions, 
for the ſake of Uniformity in the Dates, and 
to render the Narrative ks perplexed. 
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confirm to that Prince the Provinces 
diſmembered from him in Italy and 
Flanders, on any other Condition. 
All that the interpoſing Powers, who 
laboured towards their Reconciliation, 
could effect, was, that the Emperor 
conſented to evacuate the Principality 
of Catalonia, with the Iſles of Major- 
ca and Ivica; and the King of Spain 
agreed to a Ceſſation of Arms in 
Italy, and the adjacent Iſles, ſituated 
in the Mediterranean Sea, until a ge- 
neral Peace ſhould be made. 25 
In chis condition of Affairs, the 
Emperor ſent an Army into Hungary 
againſt the Tiks, who had invaded 
the Dominions of the Venetians, his 
Allies. The Pope, to whom Wars 
of that kind are always agreeable, 
obtained repeated Aſſurances from 
the _ of Spain, both by Let- 
ters, and by Declarations from his 
Ambaſſador at Rome, that he would 
c not undertake any ching againſt 
n CEE: « the 


Hp; 40 Stel 


e the Intereſts df tho Emperor, whilſt 
his Arms were employed in ſo reli- 
« gious 4 Cauſe; and would even 
aid the Venetiant with a Squadron 
«of Men of War and Gallies.” For 
which Purpoſe he obtained from the 
Court of- « an Indult for raiſing 
extraordinary Subſidies on the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Revenues in Spain and the 
Indies. ' oly in the Lear 
1716, deer out a ſmall Squadron 


vhich arrived too late in the Levant, 
to be of any Service to the Venetians, 
# who r. before ſuſtained a naval 
Combat with the Tuwks, and had al- 
: ook: 20 the operations of the 

But, the next year, the 
= Spind. made ſuch extraordinary 
Preparations by Sea and Land, as 


ſing up the Levant to the Aſſiſtance 
of the Venetian, they had a deſign to 


make {ome Conqueſt themſelyes in 
B 2 the 


TY CTY” gow Ws * 


of ſix Men of War and five Gallies, 


gave a Nala that, inſtead of paſ- 


3 


Expedition to SiciLx. 
the Mediterranean. The Event juſti- 
fied the Suſpicion. A ſtron i Squa- 
dron of Men of War, with about 
9000. Land Forces, commanded by 
the Marquis de Lede, ſailed from Bar- 
celona, the zoth of Fuly 1717, and 


landing at Cagliari in Sardinia, made 


a ſpeedy and entire Conqueſt of that 


| land, which belonged to the Em- 


peror, and was in no good condition 


of Defence. The World was ſur- 
prized, and expected the King of 


Spain's Reaſons for ſo extraordinary 
a. Procedure. The principal Motives 
alledged by that Court were, * their 


* Reſentment, of the unfair Dealings 


g of the Archduke, in the Execu- 
tion of the Treaty for evacuating 
ge, Caralonia and Majorca, by deliver- 
e ing up the Towns to the Inhabi- 
& tants; which had put the King of 


e Spain to great trouble and expence 
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q had not then acknowledged him to be Empe- 
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in reducing thoſe: People to Obe- 


« dience,. To which) was added, 
<« the Arreſt of the luquiſitor General 


« of Spain at Milan, as he was paſſing 


« through that Country with a Paſſe- 
*c Port 5 om the Pope.“ But whatever 
unfairneſs (if any) had been practis d 
by the Emperor on Occaſion of the 


Evacuation, it was long antecedent to 


the Promiſe the King of Spain had 
made, not to moleſt the Emperor, 
whilſt he was at War with the Turks: 
And the detention of a ſingle Subject 
was too weak a Ground for a Pro- 


ceeding of ſuch; Violence. But, that 


Prince promiſing to proceed no far- 


a ther againſt 'the-Empetor;, and ©: to 


« ſuſpend all Operations, in order. to 
6e give time and opportunity to the 
« Powers of Europe to think of Mea- 
« ſures for reconciling their Differen- 
ce ces, and ſecuring the Tranquilliry 


ce and Balance of Power in Italy, it 


gave occaſion to England and Fact, 
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who were Guatanties of the Neutrali- 
ty of Iraly, (and che former engaged 
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beſides in à defenfive Alfance with 
the Emperor) to concert together 
« ſuch Terms of Accommodation 
„ between the Empetor and the 
6 King of Spain; as ſhould be equal. 
„ly advantageous and honourable to 
«- both, ſupply the Itnperfections of 
te the Tteaties of Utrecht and Baden, 
« and eftabhſh on a more ſolid Ba- 
cc {is the Tranquility of Europe; with 

a reſolution of compelling by Force 
ce that Party which ſhould refuſe to 
« .accede to thoſe Stipulations, and 
c thereby obſttuct the general Good. 
This gave Birth to that famous Trea- 
ty, called, the Quadruple Alliance, 
by which the Emperor was to re- 
nounce all Pretenſions to the Crown 


A 


R 


of Spain (a point King Philip had ex- 


ceedingly at heart) atid to part with 


Sardinia to the Duke of Savoy, in 


leu of which, the Duke was to ſar- 


render 


_ Enpeditibn to 8 r V. 


render Sicily to the Emperor. Tlle 

Succeſſion to the Duzehies of Ti 
uy; Parma and Placentia, which tlie 
Queen of Spain (of the "Houſe? of 
Farneſe) claimed by Inheritance, iti 
default of Male Iſſue, was to be ſet- 
tled on her eldeſt Son. But Spaln 
being diſlaricfied With this Partition, 
and continuing to make very: forml- 
dable Preparations by Sea and Land, 
without any regard to the Entrenties 


France, the Einig ordered a ſteon 
err. of Ships of War to be ft 
ted out for the Sea. The Marul, 
de Monteleon; Ambaſſador of Spain it 
the Court of England; being alarmed 
at theſe Preparations, -and*repreſent- 
ing in a Memotial;'-dared;the 18 th 
of March 1718, „ that ſo powerful 
„ an Armament, in time of Peace, 
could not but cauſe Umbrage tb 


good Intelligence that reigned be- 


B 4 « rween 


and Admonitions of |'Emglayd and 


« the King his Maſter, and alter the 


* 
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_ £f tween the two Crowns.“ The 
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King | anſwered, s That it was not 
&/ his Intention to conceal. the Subject 


e deſigned ſoon to ſend Admiral Byng 
cee with a powerful Squadron into 


bei the Mediterranean Sea; in ordet to 
« maintain the Neutrality of Haly 
*-againſt choſe; who ſhould. ſeek to 
K. diſturb it. Y d 2s 9:0;D | 
dezvous at Spinhead, Sir Geatge. Hyng 
repaired down: to Port ſnuth to take 
them under his Command. The 
King's Inſtructions to that Admiral 
were, * © upon his Arriyal in the Me- 


L diterrancau, to acquaint the Court 
4 ol Spain, and likewiſe the Viceroy 
of Naplas, and the Governor of 
% Milan, that he was ſent into that 
Sea, in order to promote all Mea. 
& ſures that might 
the compoſing che Differences ari- 


eſt contribute to 
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e cably to diſſyade them from per- 


« {en nn the ad unn * 
e for preventing any farther Viola- 
« tion of the Neutrality of Lrah, 
ce which he was to 9 preſerved: 
% That he was to make Inſtances - 


e with botli- Parties to forbear all 


«, Acts of Heſtility, in order to the 
cc ſetting on foot and concluding the 
proper Negotiations: of. Peacę. But 

«, in caſe the Spaniardi ſhould ſtill in- 
* {iſt to attack the Emperor's Tex. 
«/ ritory in: Italy, or to land in any 
te part of Itah for that purpoſe, or 
«ſhould: endeavour: to make them- 
5c ſelves Maſters of the Iſland of Si. 
* cily, which muſt be with a De- 
« ſign to invade the Kingdom: .of 
64 Nele, he was then wich all his 
« Power to hinder. and obſtruct the 
«. ſame. But if they were already 
ec landed, he was to endeavour ami: 


c ſevering in ſuch- an Attempt, a 


tc to offe r chem his Adfſtance ro 


Anh W with- 


——— a >. 


— > 
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Jane, 1718, from 
twenty ghips of the Line of Battle, 
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 wichdraw their Troops, and put 
« an end to all farcher Acts of = 

« ſtility. But if his friendly Endea- 
* Ml ſhould prove ineffectual,” he 
ec vas then to defend the Territo- 
« ries attacked, by keeping company 


& with or interce nc their Ships ot 


« N. e 8 * by: -op- 


pofing them ey: 
i fide failed- the 15 -th: of 


Spithead, with 


wo. Fireſhips, two Bomb-Veſlels; a 
Hoſpital-Ship, and a Store- Ship. Be- 
ing got into the Ocean, he ſent the 
Wen to Lisbon for Intelligence, and 
arriving the 3 oth off Cape Sr. Vincent, 
he diſpatched the Superbe to Cadiz, 
with a Gentleman who carried a 
Letter from him to * Colonel Stan- 


hope, the King's Envoy at Madrid, 


wherein he deſired nord Miniſter to 


acquaint the King of Spain wich his 


th. 


* Now wy Harrington. : 
Arri- 
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Artival in thoſe Parts, in his way to 
the Mediterranean, and to lay before 
him the Inſtructions he was to act 


be gave a very ample Detail in his 
Letter. The Envoy ſhewed the Let- 
ter to Cardinal Alberoni, who upon 
Warmih, „ That his Maſter would 
A 6 run all F azards, and | even ſuffer 


rather than recall his Troops, or 
% conſent to any Suſpenſion of 
Arms: adding © That the Spa- 
te garde were not to be frightned, 


te theit Flect's doing their Duty, that, 
« if the Admiral ſhould think fit to 
tc attack them, he ſhould. be in no 
« pain for the Succeſs.” Mr. Stan- 
hope having in his Hand a Liſt of 
the Brit Squadron, prayed his 
Eminence to peruſe it, and to com- 
pare its Strength with that of their 


Own 


under with his Squadron, of which 


reading it, told him with ſome 


« himſelf to be driven out of Spain, 


60 


et and he was fo well convinced of- 
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own Squadron, which the Cardinal 


cc Catholick Maj eſty, which it was J 


et Negotiation, to procure the moſt 


cc 


.< into at the Requeſt of the King 
ce of Spain himſelf, as alſo by that of 
ce: Weſtminſter the 2 5th of May 1716, 
we his Majeſty found himſelf obliged 


Expedition to SICILY. 


took, and chrew on the Ground with. 
much Paſſion, Mr. Stanhope, , with 
great Temper, deſired him “ to con- 
« ſider the ſincere Attention the 
te King his Maſter had always had 
« to Ahe Honour and Intereſt 25 his 


171 


« impoſſible, "iy him to give grea- 
© ter Proofs of, than he had done 
—_ by his unwearied Endeavours thro' 
SA whole courſe of the preſent 


ce advantageous Conditions poſſible 
for Spain, in which he had ſuc- 
ceeded even beyond what any un- 
ce prejudiced Perſon could have ho- 
« ped for; and that, tho by the 
«© Treaty of Utrecht for the is 
be lity of Italy, which was entered 
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to defend the Emperor's Dom 
nions when attacked, he had hi- 


therto only acted as a Mediator, 
tho ever ſince the Enterpriſe againſt 

Sardinia, by his Treaties he be- 
came a Party in the War, and for 


cc. 


this Year laſt paſt had been ſtrong- 
ly called upon by the Emperor ro 
comply with his Engagements; 
and that even now, when it was 
impoſſible for him to delay any 


longer the ſending his Fleet into 
the Mediterranean, it plainly y ap- 
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peared by the Admirals" Inſtruc- . 


tions, which he communicated to 
his Eminence, and by the- Orders 
he had himſelf tescite, that his 


Majeſty had nothing more at beart, 


than that his Fleet might be em- 


ployed in promoting the Intereſts 
of the King of Spain; and hoped, 
his Catholick Majeſty would nor, 


by refuſing to 15 his Troops, 


or conſent to a Ceſſation of Arms, 


cc par 


14 
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« put it out of his Power to give all 
ce the Proofs of the ſiacere Friend- 
« ſhip he always deſired to cultivate 
« with his Catholick Majeſty.” All 
that the Cardinal could be brought 
to promiſe, was, to lay the Admiral's 
Letter before the King, and to let 


the Envoy know his Reſolution upon 


it in two Days; but it was nine be- 


fore he could obtain and ſend it 


away, the Cardinal probably hoping 
that the Admiral would delay, in ex- 
pectation of it, in ſome of the Ports 
of Spain, and thereby give time for 
their Fleet and Forces to ſecure a 
good Footing in Sicily. The An- 
{wer was wrote under the Admiral's 
Letter in theſe Words, His Catho- 


« lick Majeſty has done me the Ho- Þ 


« lier Byng may execute the Orders 
« which he has from the King his 
« Maſter. Eſcurial, 15 July, 1718. 
« The Cardinal Alberoni.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Stanhope ſeeing things tending 


to a Rupture, gave private and cat- 
ly Notice of his Apprehenſions to 


che Eng Conſuls and: Nierchants 


: 
- C * 


- 


adviſing chem to guard and ſecure 
cheir Effects againſt any danger of a 
Breach between the two Crowns. . 

= The Admiral purſuing his Voyage 
vich unfavourable Winds, it was the 
Ich of July before he made Cape 
= Spartel, where the Superbe and Rupert 


= Spamards had made at Barcelona, and 
of their Fleet ae from thence the 


isch of June to the Eaſtward. In 


paſſing by Gibraltar, Vice-Admiral 
= Cornwall came out and joined him 
vich the Argyle and Charles Galley. 
The Squadron wanting Water, and 
the Wind continuing contrary, they 


2 ; anchored off Cape Malaga, where ha- 


ing compleated their Watering in 
a ; : | i four 


© fled in the Spaniſh. Sea port Towns, 


rejoined him, and brought him Ad- 
vice of the mighty Preparations the 


LF 


— dts a Cnc a ys — — 


— rn "III 
* 


—— — ASS e 


— — — — — - = 
> + r 


four Days, they proceeded to Ii 
norca, where the Admiral was to land 
four Regiments of Foot, which he 
relieve the Soldiers there in' Garriſon, 


Squadron. On' the 23d of July he ; 


ſeen the z oth of June within ; forty E 
Leagues of "Naples, Steering 8 E E. 


bor Sight of 2 Fleet, which love i 
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carried out from England, in order to 
who were to embark and ſerve in the 
anchored with the Sac of 


Port Mahon. Here he received Ad- 
vice, that the Spaniſs Fleet had been 


upon which he diſpatched away EX. 
preſſes to the Governor of Milan, 
and Viceroy of N aples, to inform 
them of his Arrival in the Mediter- 
ranegn; and having ſhifted the Gar- 
riſons of Minorca, he failed from 
thence the 25 th of Fuly, and arrived 
the vt of Adguf uft in the, Bay's of N. 3 
ples. « 2276 eee 4 

It is impoſſible to Expreſs te wil I 
of thoſe People, at the lon /wiſh'd- 3 


21104 could 
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could aſſure their Safety. They had 
been under the greateſt Terrors, ex- 
pecting that the prodigious Arma- 
ment of Spain would have fallen up- 
on that Kingdom „ and though their 
Fears were relieved for the preſent, 
by che Deſcent of the Spaniards into 
© 5icily, yet the Rapidity, with, which 
hey | had, over-run, the greateſt patt 
of chat Iſland, and a reaſonable Suſ- 


fend the {Remainder of a Country, 
which, by the Terms of the Qua- 


from him, and given to a Potentate 
== whoſe Power in Italy he | dreaded, 
made them look for che Enemy foon 
in Naples, where, the ſtrong Party 
chat had appeared amongſt the Sici- 
lian Nobility for Spain, made them 
= apprehend, that no leſs a Faction 
would riſe in their Favour, upon 
ne their invading that Kingdom, where 

1 CG the 


picion, that the Duke of Sauoy would. 
7, not much expoſe his Troops to de- 


druple Alliance, was to be taken 


17 
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the Germans had bur Twelve (ſome 
ſay Eight) thouſand Men, and the 
whole Country was ill provided for 
Defence. The common People in- 
deed were generally in the Intereſt 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, which was 
greatly owing to the prudent Go- 
vernment of the Marſhal Count 
Daun their Viceroy, a Man endowed 
with all the Qualities fit for that 
high Employment, and the ſame Per- 
ſon who defended Turin ſo well, when 
it was beſieged by the Duke of Or- 
leans in 1706, till it was relieved 
by the Duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene. He was of a courteous and 
affable Diſpoſition, but exact and 
ſteddy in 9 Adminiſtration of ſuſ- 
tice, by which means he had ſup- 
preſs'd the Banditti who uſed to in- 


_ feſt the Country; and had put a ſtop 


to the Murthers that were ſo fre- 


quent in the City, not ſuffering the 


Churches to exerciſe their infamous 
Claim 
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Claim of Sanctuary for ſuch flagi- 
tious Crimes. He did not indeed 
affect that Shew of Grandeur which 
the Italians are fond of; bur as his 
frugal manner of living freed him 
from the Neceſſity of oppreſſing 
them, ſo there was never any Com- 
plaint of that kind againſt him. He 
was very zealous for the Intereſts of 
his Maſter, which he promoted by 
juſt and wiſe Meaſures; and a cer- 
tain Conformity of Manners, where- 
in he and the Admiral reſembled 
each other, begat ſuch a quick Con- 
fidence and Friendſhip between them, 
as helped to carry on the Service of 
the common Cauſe with unuſual 
Harmony and Diſpatch. 

The Fleet failing with a gentle 
Gale into the Bay of Naples, con- 
liſting of Twenty-one Sail of the 
Line of Bartle, moſt of them great 
Ships, and three of them bearing 
Flags, afforded ſuch a SpeQacle as 

UE had 
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ments, others out of Curioſity and 
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had never been ſeen in thoſe Parts 


before. The whole City was in a_ 
Tumult of Joy and Exultation, The 
Shore was crowded with Multitudes 


of Coaches and People; and ſuch 


an infinite number of Boats came off, 
ſome with Proviſions and Refreſh- 


Admiration, - that the Sea between 
the Fleet at Anchor and the Shore, 
was literally covered. 


The Viceroy being incommoded 
with the Gout, ſent Colonel Count 
Hamilton to make his Compliments 


'to the Admiral, and to let him 


know the feeble Condition he was 
in, but that nevertheleſs he intended 
to come off, and make him a Viſit. 
The Admiral returned 'the Civility 
by his Firſt Captain, who waiting on 
the Viceroy, told him, the Admiral 
was ſenſible of the Honour he in- 


tended him, but deſired he would 


not give himſelf the trouble, eſpe- 


cially 
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cially 'as he was ill, and that he 
would immediately wait on his Ex- 
cellency. The Admiral going aſhore, 
attended by the Flag-Officers and 
Captains in their Boats, was ſaluted, 
at his Landing, by all the Cannon 
round the City Ie Caſtles, and was 
carried to the Duke De Matalone's 
Palace, plealantly ſituated by the Sea- 
ſide, which had been prepared for 
his Reception during his Stay at 
Naples. From thence he was con- 
ducted to Court through an infinite 
Throng of People, with the greateſt 
Acclamations of Joy, and all the 
Honouts and Ceremonies paid to a 
Viceroy; where entering into Con- 
ference with Count Daun, he learnt 


that the Spaniſh Army, conſiſting of 


about 30000 Men, commanded by 
the Marquis De Lede, had landed the 
2d of July in Sicily, and had ſoon 
made themſelves Maſters of the City 


and Caſtles of Palermo, and of great : 


C 3 part 
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part of the Iſland; that they had ta- 


ken the Town of Meſſina, and were 


then carrying on the Siege of the Ci- 


tadel; that the Viceroy did not 
know, how far the Piedmonteſe Gar- 
riſon was to be depended on, but 


that they muſt ſoon be obliged to 


ſurrender, if not relieved. That the 
laſt Letters he had received from Vi- 
enna gave hopes, that the King of 
Sicily might be entered by this time 


into a particular Alliance with the 
Emperor, having deſired the Aſſiſ- 
tance of his Troops, and agreed to 
receive them into the Citadel The 
next Morning the Viceroy viſited the 
Admiral, and renewing their Con- 


ference on the Meaſures: to be taken 


in that Con uncture of Affairs, it 


was agreed, that the Viceroy ſhould 
ſend General Wetzel with 2000 Ger- 
man Foot in Tartans to Meſſma, to 
relieve the Citadel, and Fort St. Sal- 
vador; and, as the Admiral was di- 

rected 
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rected by his Orders to obſtruct any 


Attempts of the Spaniards on Sicily, 
he conſented to take thoſe Troops 


under his Protection; and according- 
ly, the Tranſports being got ready, 
he ſailed with them the 6th of Au- 
guſt from Naples, and arrived the 


9th in view of the Fare of Meſſina. 


Here the Admiral pauſed. | He 
ſaw with trouble a new War rekind- 
led in Europe by the Ambition of 
Spain. He weighed with Thought- 
fulneſs the Conſequences of his In- 
ſtructions, which made a Rupture 
with that Nation unavoidable, if 
they perſiſted in their Enterprize on 
Sicily, and being ardently deſirous of 
trying every Method of Negotiation, 
before he proceeded to the Extremi- 
ty of his Orders, he diſpatched away 


Captain Saunders, his Firſt Captain, 


to Meſſma, with a Letter to the Mar- 


quis De Lede, acquainting him, © that 


« the King his Maſter being en- 
44 Eh ce gaged 
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honoured him with the Command 
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gaged by ſeveral Treaties to pre- 
erve the Tranquillity of Irahy, had 


of a Squadron of Ships, which he 
had ſent into thoſe Seas, and that 
he came fully empowered and in- 
ſtructed to promote ſuch Meaſures 


as might beſt accommodate all 


Differences between the Powers 


concerned. That his Majeſty was 
employing his utmoſt Endeavours 


to bring about a general Pacifica- 


tion, and was not without hopes 


of Succeſs ; he therefore propoſed 


to him to come to a Ceſſation of 
Arms in Sicily for two Months, 


in order to give time to the ſeve- 
ral Courts to conclude on ſuch 
Reſolutions as might reſtore a laſt- 
ing Peace. But added, * that if 
© he was not fo happy to ſucceed in 
this Offer of his Service, nor to 


be inſtrumental in bringing about 
ſo deſitable a Work, he ſhould 


« then 
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e then hope to merit his Excellen- 
« cy's Eſteem in the Execution of 
« the other part of his Orders, which 
« were, to ule all his Force to pre- 
« vent farther Attempts to diſturb 
« the Dominions his Maſter: ſtood 


cc engaged to defend.“ The next 


Morning the Captain returned with 
the General's Anſwer, that it would 
ebe an inexpreſſible Joy for his Per- 
« ſon. to contribute to fo laudable an 
« End as Peace, but as he had no 
« Powers to treat, he could not of 
cc Conſequence agree to any Suſpen- 
« ſion of Arms, even at the Expence 


c of what the Courage of his Maſter's 


« Arms might be put to, but ſhould 
ce follow his Orders, which directed 
e him to ſeize on Sicily for his Maſ- 
ce ter the King of Spain. That he 


« had a true Senſe of hisaccompliſh- | 


ed Expreſſions, but his Maſter's 
Forces would always be univerſal- 


Net ly 
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e ly eſteemed in ſacrificing them- 


ce ſelves for the Preſervation of their 
« Credit; in which Caſes the Suc- 
«, ceſs: did not always anſwer the L 


* 


cc Jeas that were formed.“ 


The Admiral had received Intelli- 


gence, that the Spaniſh Fleet weighed 


from Paradiſe (which is a Road ar the 
Entrance of the Harbour of Meſſma) 
the day before his Arrival off the Fare, 
which made him Conclude, that they 
were retired to Malta; and therefore, 
upon receiving the Marquiss An- 
ſwerß he immediately weighed, with 
an Intention to come with his Squa- 
dron before Meſſina, in order to en- 
courage and ſupport the Garriſon in 
the Citadel; but as he ſtood in about 


the Point of the Fare towards Meſf- 


na, he ſaw two of the Spantſh Scouts 


in the Faye, and being informed at 


the ſame time by a: Felucca, which 
came off from the Calabrian Shore, 
that they ſaw from the Hills the Spa- 


mh 


ral followed them all the reſt of that 
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niſ Fleet lying by, the Admiral al- 
tered his Ben, and ſending away 
general Hetzel with the German 
Troops to Reggio, under the Con- 
voy of two Men of War, he ſtood 
through the Fare with his Squadron, 
with all the Sail he could, after their 
Scouts, imagining they would lead 
him to their Fleet, which according- 
ly they did; for before Noon he had 


a fair Sight of their whole Fleet lying 


by, and drawn into a Line of Battle, 
conſiſting of 27 Sail of Men of War, 
ſmall and great, beſides two Fire- 
ſhips, four Bomb - Veſſels, ſeven Gal- 
lies, and ſeveral Ships laden with 


Stores and Proviſions, commanded 


by the Admiral Don Antonio de Caſta- 


neta, and under him four Rear-Ad- 


mirals, Chacon, Mari, Guevara and 


Cammock. On the Sight of the Eng- 
| tip Squadron, they ſtood away large, 


but in order of Battle. The Admi- 


day, 
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day, and the ſucceeding Night, with 
{mall Gales NEtly and ſometimes 
Calm, with fair Weather. The next 


Morning early (che 1 ith) the Engliſs 


being got pretty near up with them; 
the Marquis de Mari, Rear- Admiral; 
with fix Spaniſh Men of War, and all 
the Gallies, Fircſhips, Bomb - Veſſels 
and Storeſhips, ſeparated from their 
main Fleet, and ſtood in for the Si- 
cilian Shore, upon which the Admi- 
ral detached Captain Walton of the 
Canterbury with five more Ships after 
them, and the Argyle and Canterbary 
getting within Gun Shot of the hen 
moſt Ship about ſix in the Morning, 
the Argyle fired a Shot to bring het 
to, which ſhe not minding, the Ar- 


gyle fired another, and the Canter- 


bury being ſomething nearer, fired 
another, upon which the Spaniſb 
Ship fired her ſtern Chace at the 


Canterbury, and then the Engage- 
ment began. The Admiral purſu- 


ing 
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ing the main Body of the Spani/h Fleet, 
the Orford, Captain Falting bam, and 
the Graftan, Captain Haddoch, came 
up firſt wich them, about ten of 
the Clock, at whom the Spaniards 
fired their ſtern Chace ee The 
Admiral ſent Orders to thoſe two 
2 not to fire, unleſs the Spaniards 

peated their firing, which they do- 

e Orford attacked. the. 8 anta 
= of 64 Guns, and took her. The 
St. Carlos. of 60 Guns ſtruck. next, 
without much; Oppoſition, to the 
Kent, Captain Matthews. The Graf- 
zon attacked warmly the Prince of 
Aſturias of 70 Guns, formerly.called 


the Cumberland, in which was Rear- 


Admiral Chacon, | but the Bredaß and 


Captain coming up, Captain Had- 
' dock left that Ship much ſhattered 


for them to take, and ſtretched a 
head after another Ship of 60 Guns, 
which had kept firing on his Star- 
board Bow, Aung his Engagement 


with 


7 
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with the Prince of Aſturiac. About 
one of the Clock the Kent, and ſoon 
after the Superbe, Captain Maſter, 
came up wich and engaged the Spa- 
niſþ Admiral of 74 Guns, who with 
two Ships more fired on them and 
made a running Fight until about 
three, and then the Kent bearing 
down upon him, and under his Stern, 
gave him her Broadſide, and fell ro 
Leeward; afterwards the Superbe put- 
ting for it to lay the Admiral aboard, 
fell on his Weather Quarter, upon 
which the Spaniſo Admiral ſhifting his 
Helm, the Superbe ranged up under 
his Lee Quarter, on which he ſtruck 
to her. At the ſame time the Bar- 
fleur, in Which was the Admiral, be- 


ing a-ſtern of the Spaniſh Admiral 


within Shot, and inclining on his 
Weather Quarter, Rear-Admiral Gue- 
para and another 60 Gun Ship, 
which were to Windward, bore down 
upon him, and gave him their Broad- 


; ſlides, 
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ſides, and then clapt upon 2 Wind: 
ſtanding in for che Land: The Ad. 
miral immediately tacked and -ſtood 
after them,” until it was almoſt 
Night, but it being litthe Wind, 
and they galing away out — his 
Reach, he leſt purſuin, and 
ſtood in to the Peck," 5 he join- 
ed two hours after Night. The E 


ſer took the Juno of 36 Guns, the 


Montague and Rupert took the V. 
lante of 4 44 Guns, and Rear-Admi- 
tal Delawal, in the Dorſet ire, took the 
Iſabella of 6 Guns. This Action 
happened off Cape Paſſaro, at about 
ſix Leagues diſtance from the Shore. 
The Engliſb received but little da- 
mage. The Ship that ſuffered moſt 
was the Grafton, which being 4 good 
Sailor, her Captain engaged ſeveral 
Ships of the Enemy, always purſa- 


ing the Headmoſt, and leaving thoſe 


Ships he had diſabled or damaged, 
to * taken by thoſe that followed 


him. 


» 


ries in it ſuch a Strain of military 
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him. The Admiral lay by ſome days 
ar Sea, to refit. the Rigging of his 
Ships, and to repair the Damages 
the Prizes had ſuſtained; and the 
18th received a Letter from Captain 
Walton * ging an Account, chat 
he had taken four Spani/s Men of 
War, one of 60 Guns, command- 
ed by Rear-Admiral Mari, one of 5 4, 
one of 40, and one of 24 Guns, 
with a Bomb - Veſſel, and a Ship la- 
den with Arms; and burnt four 
Men of War, one fa 5 4 Guns, two 
of 40, and one of 30 Guns, with 
a Fireſhip and a Bomb - Veſſel. 

The Captain was one, whoſe na- 
tural Talents were fitter for atchieving 
a gallant Action, than deſcribing one, 
yet his Letter on this Occaſion, car- 


Eloquence, that it is worth inſerting 


OE He was is knighted For this Adin, = £9 a Flag 
Officer ſome time after, 
8 1 R, 
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SIR, 722 
We have taken and deſtroyed all 

the Spaniſh Ships and Veſſels, which 

mere upon the Coaſt, the Number as 

per Margin. I am, &c. 

Canterbury off, 
| Og 16th Auguſt, G. War rox. 
1718, | 

The Admital having thus receiv- 
ed a full Account of the whole Tran- 
ation, diſpatched away his eldeſt Son 
Mr. Byng to England; who arriving 
at Hampton-Court in fifteen days from 
Naples, brought thither the agreeable 
Confirmation of what publick Fame 
had before reported, and upon which 
the King had already written a * Ler- 
ter to the Admiral with his own hand. 
Mr. Byng met with a moſt gracious 
Reception from his Majeſty, who 
made him a handſome Preſent, and 
ſent him back with plenipotentiary 
Powers to his Father to negociate with 


See Appendix, 
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the ſeveral Princes and States of Italy 


as there ſhould be Occaſion, and with 


his royal Grant to the Officers and 
Seamen of all Prizes taken by them 


from the Spaniards, 

The Conduct of the Spaniards in 
the Action of Paſſaro, did not an- 
ſwer the Vigor of the Reſolutions 


they had taken before it. Upon No- 


tice of the Approach of the Engliſs 


Squadron, they held a Conſultation, 


in which the Queſtion was not, whe- 


ther they ſhould fight or retreat, but 
in what Station they ſhould expect 


them 2 Whether go out from Meſſina 


to meet them, or pals through the 


Fare to the Southward, and lying by 
in order of Battle, receive them there? 
Which latter Opinion prevailed. But 
when the Admiral came up near to 
them, they ſoon abandoned their Or- 
der of Battle, and falling into Confuſion 
and Incertainty, whether to reſiſt ot 
fly, by doing neither, they became an 


8 1 II SD r i Tc _ Y — 1— 5 


Expedition to Steil u. 


rather ſaid to have made a Seizure, 
than to have gotten a Victory. There 
was indeed ſome Diſproportion in the 


Strength of the two Fleets, a Liſt of 


both which is in the Appendix: But 
the Inequality was not ſuch as deter- 
red the Spaniards from a reſolution. of 
fighting, tho' it was but ill ſupport- 
ed afterwards in the Execution. But 
this Juſtice is due to the Admiral Caſta- 
neta, and to Rear-Admiral Chacon, 
that they made as good a Defence 
with their own Ships as could be ex- 


pected, and the former was wounded 


in both Legs. 


It was reported, that at a Conſul- 


tation of the Spaniſh Admirals, Rear- 
Admiral Cammock gave his Opinion, 
that they ſhould remain at Anchor in 
the Road of Paradiſe, ranging their 


Ships in a Line of Battle, with their 


Broadſides to the Sea; which Mea- 


ſure would certainly have given the 


1 Engliſh 


Ir 
ealy Prey, and the Engliſß might be 
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Engliſ Admiral infinite Trouble to 


attack them. For the Coaſt there is 
ſo bold, that their biggeſt Ships could 


ride with a Cable aſhore; and farther 


out the Currents are ſo various and 
rapid, that it would have been hard- 
ly practicable to get up to them, but 


impoſſible to anchor or lye by them 


in Order of Battle: Beſides, they 
lay ſo near the Shore, and could have 
received ſuch Aſſiſtance of Soldiers 
from the Army to mann and defend 
them; and the Annoyance the Spa- 
niards might have given from the 
ſeveral Batteries they could have 
_— along the Shore, would have 

een ſuch, that the only way of at- 
tacking the Ships ſeemed to be by 
boarding and grappling with them at 
once, to prevent being caſt off by 
the Currents, which would have been 


a very hazardous Undertaking, where- 


in the Spaniards would have had ma- 
ny Advantages, and the Engliſþ Ad- 
miral 
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miral have run the Chance of de- 


ſtroying his Fleet, or buying a Vic- 
tory, if he ſucceeded, very dear. 
The Councils of Spain were at this 
time under the Management of two 
Italians, the Queen and the Abbot Al. 
beroni, whom ſhe had raiſed to the 
Dignity of Cardinal and Prime Mi- 
niſter. They had vaſt Deſigns in 


their View, and by ſecret Intrigues 
with the King of Sictly, and other 


Iralian Princes and States, had laid 
no leſs a Scheme, than to extermi- 


nate the Houſe of Auſtria and the 


Imperial Power out of Italy. © And 


it was thought to be owing to the 
doubts they had of the Sincerity of 
the King of Sicily, that the Storm 
fell firſt upon his Dominions, which 
was intended elſewhere. The Arma- 
ment they fitted out was ſuitable to 


the Greatneſs of the Undertaking; 


never any Nation ſent to Sea an Ar- 
my ſo numerous, ſo well appointed, 
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and ſo provided with all Neceſſaries 
for a diſtant Expedition; the leaſt 
2 Implement was not forgotten. All 
tz which was owing to the indefatiga- 
ble Care of Don Joſepb Patinho, 4 
Man of great Abilities, who went in 
the Expedition, and had the abſolute 
Direction and Management of the 
whole Enterprize, except the mili- 
tary. Command. The World was 
amazed to ſee Spain: exerting a Vigor, 
ſhe! had not ſhewn for above a Cen- 
tury paſt. Some of the principal 
Priſoners, and Caſtaneta himſelf, af- 
ſuted the Admiral, that they intend- 
ed the Summer following to have 
at Sea 5 0 Sail of the Line of Battle; 
which the great Preparations in the 
Ports of Biſcay, and other Ports of 
Spain, made very probable. Thoſe 
in Biſcay, which were one Man of 
War of 70 Guns, and two of 60, 
newly built, with an incredible Quan- 

| tity of Timber, Pitch and Tar, and 


| other 
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other naval. Stores, for building more, 


were all deſtroyed: by an Engliſh Squa- 


dron, aſſiſted by a Detachment which 
the Duke of Berwick ſpared from his 
Army, at the Solicitation: of Colonel 
Stanhope the Engliſh Miniſter, who 


contrived” the Delign, and ſerviog 


as 2 Voluntier in the Enterprize, 


* 6 ; * 4; 
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principally contributed to the Execu- 
Mill ſhould ſeem but ill policy in a 


Court, intent on ſuch mighty De- 


ſigns, to provoke and irritate, with- 
out Cauſe, a Nation the moſt capa- 
ble in the. World · of thwarting and 


defeating them. And yet they ſcem- 


ed to make it a ſtudied Point to vex 
and diſtreſs the Engliſs by all manner 
of Ways in their Commerce, inſo- 
much that their Trade with Spain 
was almoſt" ruined and loſt. They 


demanded Arbitraty and heavy Du- 
ties from the 
in their Ports, from which the Trea- 


Engliſb Factories reſiding 
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ties expreſsly exempted them; and 

upon refuſal of Payment, their Hou- 

ſes were ſurrounded by Soldiers, their 

Warehouſes and Cheſts broken open, 

and their Goods ſold at publick Out- 

cry. The royal Officers uſed them 

with ſuch Injuſtice and Inſolence, as 

if they knew, they made their Court 

by doing ſo. Every Poſt brought 

Complaints to the Engliſs Miniſter 

at Madrid, of new Grievances and 
Oppreſſions. The Memorials deli- 

vered to that Court for Redreſs were 

numberleſs, without the leaſt Re- 

gard had to them. When any Tran- 

ſportation of Troops was intended, 

they immediately Embargoed all the 

Engliſh Merchant Ships in their Ports, 
compelling their Maſters, with great 
Circumſtances of Severity, to enter 

into their Service, impriſoning them 
a” in common Goals, if they refuſed, 
and obliging them to unload their 
Cargoes, tho' periſhable, and con- 

ſigned 
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ſigned to other Markets. They pro- 


ceeded ſo far in their unjuſt Treat- 


ment, that their Cruizers brought 
into the Ports of Spain whatever Eng- 
lp Merchant- Ships they met with in 
the open Sea, tho bound to Iraly, 
or other Parts, and compelled them 
to unload their Cargoes, and enter 
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into their Service. Such as were not 


uſed by them for. Tranſports, - had 
their Seamen taken away to ſerve in 
their Men of War. Rear-Admiral 
Canmock preſsd no leſs than Six- 
ty for his own Ship, and one- of 
the Maſters endeavouring to keep 
his Men, had both his Ears cut 
off. The Battle of Paſſaro was for- 
tunate to thoſe poor People, for 
when the Iſſue of it was known, 


45 Englih Tranſports made their 


Eſcape from Meſſina to Reggio, ſeve- 
ral K them laden ich — 
Stores and Proviſions; and their 
Maſters applying to the Admiral, he 

| granted 
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granted them Convoy to the Ports 
in Iraly where they deſired to go; 
but ſome choſe to ſtay and enter in- 
to the Emperor's Service, to tranſ- 
port his Troops from Genoa and Na- 


ples to Sicty, 


of Sawvoys Viceroy, had retreated 


We leſt the Admiral at Sea, ga- 
thering together his Ships, which 
having done; he put into Syracuſa 
the 1 th; where he found Captain 
Walton and his Prizes. Syracuſa was 
at that time blocked up by a De- 
tachment of the Spaniſh Army, into 
which City Count Maſſei, the Duke 


with difficulty from Palermo, and had 
in the Place a numerous Garriſon. 

Bur the firſt and principal Point of 

the Spaniſh General was to get Meſ- 

- fa into his Hands, as the ſafeſt 
Port for their Fleet, and the moſt 

proper Place to facilitate and ſecure 

the Conqueſt of the reſt of the 

Iſtand, and from whence they de- 

5] ſigned 
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og edb raider: thi Aue 
Horſe, and the greateſt part of their 
" Foot, - over to Calabria, and to have 
carried the War into the Kingdom 
of Naples. The Citadel of Meſſina 
was defended by a Piedmonteſe Garri- 
ſon, e by che Marquis 
D Andorno; but the Duke of Savoy 
being unable to withſtand the Siege, 
had ſolicited the Emperor for his 
Aſſiſtance, and a Convention was 
made between the Viceroy of Na- 

es and the Count De Bourgue, Re- 
ſident of Savoy, whereby the former 
was to ſend a Detachment of Ger- 
nan Troops, to be admitted into the 
Citadel on joint and equal Terms of 
Command; for which Service Baron 
Werzel was diſpatched away with 

2000 Foot, as has been before rela- 
ted. But the Succeſs of the - Briti/þ 
Fleet had raiſed ſuch a Confidence 
in the Garriſon of their Security a- 
gainſt any Attempts from the Spa- 


niards 
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niards, that the Reſident endeavoured 
to elude an Agreement, the Neceſh- 
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ty of which he thought no longer 


ſubſiſted, pretending want of Power 
to make ſuch a Conceſſion without 
an Equivalent, but that he would 
write to his Court for farther Or- 
derts. This coming to the Admi- 
ral's Knowledge, he repreſented in 
ſtrong Terms to Count Maffei, © the 
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Unfairgeſs of ſuch a Proceeding, 
and how contrary it was to what 
he himſelf had agreed to in their 
Conference together the Day be- 
fore upon that Subject. That 
ſuch a Diſagreement, at a time 
that the Citadel was fo vigorouſly 
attacked by the Enemy, might be 
a means of their taking it, which 
the Reputation of the Engliſs 
Fleet would not ſuffer him to be 
an idle Spectator of; and there- 
fore, if he was reſolved to ſtay 
till he had Inſtructions from the 

: « Court 
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« Court of Turin, he ſhould like- 
ce wiſe ſend to his Court for farther 
« Orders; and in the mean time, 


| « would retire from the Iſland to 


« ſome other Place, to refreſh his 
« Men, and refit his Ships, till he 
« ſhould receive new Directions from 
« England. This had ſuch an Ef- 
fect upon the Viceroy, that he gave 
immediate Orders for putting the 
Agreement in Execution, and for 


admitting German Troops into the 


Citadel. This Point being adjuſted, 


the Admiral (having ſent away Vice- 
Admiral Cornwall with ſuch of his 
Ships as wanted refitting, and all the 
Prizes, to Port-Mahon, with Orders 
not to ſuffer the leaſt Embezlement 
to be made, but to preſerve every 
thing entire, till his Majeſty's Plea- 
ſure ſhould be known) failed himſelf 


the 23d of Auguſt from Syracuſa, 


and arrived the 26th at Reggio, where 


General Vetzel informing him, that 


he 
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Woich thoſe he had with him, and the 
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he hourly expected a Reinforcement 
of 4000 Men from Naples, which, 


Garriſon in the Citadel, would make Il ” 
about 9000 Men, and, upon their il 
Arrival, he ſhould form a Project Ml * 
for railing the Siege of the Citadel, 
if the Admiral would ſtay to coun- 
renance and protect him with his 
Fleet; he readily conſented thereto, 
knowing the. extreme Importance of 
not letting ' Meſſma fall into the 
Hands of the Enemy, and being di- 
rected by freſh Orders from England 
to do all he could to prevent it. 
But thoſe Forces proving not ſuffi- 
cient for the Execution of the in- 
tended Project, the General content- 
ed himſelf with ſupplying the Cita- 
del from time to time with - freſh 
Troops from Reggio; notwithſtanding 
which, the Spaniards puſhed on the 
Siege with ſo much Vigor and Suc- 
cels, that the Governor ſurrendered 

the 
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29th of September to the great Sur- 
prize and Diſſatisfaction of che Ger- 
mans. The Piedmonteſe part of the 
Garriſon was tranſported by Sea to 
Syracuſa, and the Germans to Reggio. 

The Admiral receiving Advice, 
that Rear - Admiral Cammock with 
three Spaniſh Men of War, and as 
many Frigates, which had eſcaped 
from the Battle, was at Malta; and 
that a rich Engliſs Metrchant-ſhip 
homeward bound from Turkey, was 
detained in that Port, and in ſome 
danger; as likewiſe five Sicilian Gal- 


lies, which had taken Refuge there 


ever ſince; the Arrival of the Spaniſo 
Fleet in Szcily; he ſtood over to that 


Iſland, where he learnt, that Rear- . 


Admiral Cammock had failed from 
thence five Days before, with four 


Ships which he had cleaned there. 


The Marquis De Rivaroles, General 
of the Sicilian Gallies, coming off 


ro 
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the Citadel by Capiculation on the 
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tothe Admiral, made great Complaints 
of the Partiality and ill Uſage of 
that Government, in ſuffering him 
to be expoſed to daily Affronts from 
the Spaniards, and prayed his Pro- 
tection and Aſſiſtance to get away 
from thence, upon which the Ad. 
miral ſent his Firſt Captain with his 
Compliments to the Grand Maſter, 
and defired, that thoſe Gallies might 
have free Liberty to come out to 
him. The Grand Maſter ſent off 
three great Croſſes of the Order to 
the Admiral, who with much Po- 
liteneſs gave him all the Aſſurances 
ary of the Freedom of the Gal- 
ies to do what they pleaſed, upon 
which he ſent word to the Marquis 
to come out. But he returning an- 

ſwer, That the Spaniſh Ships had laid 
themſelves in the way to ſtop his 
Paſſage, and threatned to ſink him, 
if he offered to ſtir, the Admiral 
ſent to the Grand Maſter a ſecond 


Meſ- 
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Meſſage, That if he ſuffered the 
Neutrality of the Port to be viola- 
ted, or any ill Treatment to be given 
to the Gallies, he ſhould take the 
Meaſures that would be neceſſary on 
that occaſion; but the Grand Maſter 
proteſting, that no Violence ſhould 
be uſed, and that he would be an- 
ſwerable for it, the Admital ſent a- 
gain to the Marquis to come out, 
aſſuring him, that if the ' Spaniards 
offered the | leaſt Obſtruction, ' he 
would aſſiſt him to deſtroy them in 
the very Port; but the Marquis con- 
tinuing under great Perplexity and 
Terror, the Admiral, tired with his 


| Delay, ſent him word, that he was 


well ſatisfied of the Honour of the 
Grand Maſter in preſerving the Pri- 
vilege of the Port, and therefore, if 
he would not make uſe of the pre- 


ſent Opportunity, he ſhould ſuſpect 


that his Fears were affected, and uſed 


only as an Artifice to ſtay there, and 


would 
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Obſtruction from the Spaniards ; but 


Expedition to S101 LY. 
would give himſelf no farther trou- 
ble about him; and. accordingly 
weighed, in order to depart, bur 
this Meſſage wrought ſo upon the 
Marquis, . 4 he immediately haſtned 
out with his Gallies, without any 


they were in ſo miſerable a Condi- 
tion, that the Admiral was forced to 
lend them Seamen and Pilots to na- 
vigate them, and Caulkers to ſtop 
their Leaks. The Turkey Ship came 
out likewiſe, and joined the Admi- 
ral, who ſent the Gallies under a 
Convoy to Syracuſa, and having 
ſeen the Turkey Merchant-Ship clear 
of Danger, S arrived the 2d of 
November in the Bay of Naples, 
from whence he ſent Rear-Admiral 
Delaval with two 80 Gun Ships, 
and a Fire-Ship, home to England. 
Here the Count De Luzan, Son- in- 
law to the Marquis De Rialp, Secre- 
tary of State at Viema, * 
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with large brillant Diamonds. 

The taking of Meſſina was a 
Point of great Conſequence, as it 
made the Spaniards Maſters of all 
Sietly, except Syracuſa, Trapani, and 
Melazzo (where the Duke of Savoy 


had ſtill Garrisons) and as it deprived 


the Engliſh Fleet of a Port to winter 
in, there being no other. good Har- 
bour in thoſe Parts. The Emperor 
law before him a difficult Task to 
get Poſſeſſion of an Iſland, which 
the Quadruple Alliance had given 
him. The Duke of Savoy had on- 


ly the three aforenamed Towns to 


deliver up, which he ſcrupled doing 


without the promiſed Equivalent, and 
the Emperor had it not to give him, 


11 1 2 


— . 4 


But tho' the Emperor had gotten 
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* See Appendix. 


the Admiral a gracious Letter from 
the Emperor, written with his own 
Hand, * and his Picture ſet round 


E 2 thoſe 


FE 


52 


Expedition to SICILY. 
thoſe Places, the Recovery of the reſt 
of the Iſland was to be a Work of 
Conqueſt. The Spaniards had an 
Army well appointed, well ' paid, 
and the Affections of the People on 
their ſide. They would have little 
feared any Enterprizes of the Ger- 
mans, if the Sea had been neutral be- 
tween them. 


The Duke of Savoy finding him- 


ſelf under Circumſtances of Difficul- 


ty, the Spaniards on the one hand 


taking moſt of his Towns in Sicily 
from him, and the Emperor on the 
other, by virtue of the Quadruple 
Alliance, demanding his Evacuation 


of the reſt, whilſt the Iſland of Sar- 
dinia, allotted ro him by the ſame 


Treaty, remained in the Hands of 


the Enemy; and having Jealouſy, 


that when the Imperialiſts had ob- 


tained their Iſland, he ſhould be left 
to get the o her as he could, and 
deſiring, to have ſome reaſonable Se- 
oi | curity 
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curity for the one; before he parted 


with his Intereſt in the other, a 
Convention was made between thoſe 
Princes at Vienna (Monſieur De St. 
Saphorin the King's Miniſter aſſiſting) 
dated 2 3th December 1718, where 
by it was agreed to form an Army 
for an Expedition to Sardinia as ſoon 
as poſſible, towards which the Em- 
peror was to furniſh 6500 Foot, 
and '600 Horſe, at his own Expence, 
and the Duke of Savoy was entire- 
ly to evacuate Sicily, and join 5 089 
Men of his Troops from that Iſland 
to act wich the Imperialifls on that 
Service; and in the mean time, till 
they could be tranſported from Si- 
cih, they were to co-operate with 
the Germans againſt the common 
Enemy. This Treaty of Conven- 


tion was ſent to Naples, for the 


Viceroy, the Duke of Savoy's Mi- 
niſter, and the Admiral, to conſult 


F3 


together of the beſt means to pur 
E 3 it 
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it in Execution. The Buſineſs hung 
long perplexed with Difficulties - on 
the part of the Miniſter of Savoy, 
from a Jealouſy and Diſtruſt of the 
Germans, but the Admiral interpo- 
ſing, and removing by degrees all 
Scruples, an Agreement was at laſt con- 
cluded and ſigned between them, upon 
which the Miniſter of Savoy delivered 
to the Viceroy his Maſter's Orders to 
Count Maffei to evacuate the Towns 
in his Poſſeſſion to the Imperialiſts, 
But the Expedition againſt Sardinia 
did not go on, as will be ſhewn anon, 
The Winter being now ſet in, the 
Viceroy and Admiral held frequent 
Conſultations together, about the far- 


ther Operations againſt the Enemy. 


It was judged abſolutely neceſſary to 
maintain the Poſt of Melazzo, which 
had been long blockaded, and was 
now beſieged by the Spaniſh Army, 


both fides _—_— this their ptinci- 


pal Point during the Winter, the one 
to 


- 
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after an Engagement of four Hours, 
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to hold their Footing in the Iſland 
by means of this Place; the other, 
by taking it, to ſhut them our, All 
the Troops from Reggio, and ſome 
Horſe from Naples, being got into 
the Town under the Command of 
the Generals Caraffa and Veterani, 
it was reſolved in a Council of War 
held the 1 4th of October, to ſally out 
upon the Enemy. Accordingly the 


next Morning by break of Day, they 


marched out in two Columns, the 
firſt conſiſting of fix, and the other 
of five Battalions, and attacked the Spa- 
1; Entrenchments, which they carried 


and got poſſeſſion of their Camp in 
the Center and on the left, with 
three Pieces of Cannon. But the 


Soldiers falling to plunder, the Spa- 
niards rallied on their right, and the 


Marquis De Lede coming up at the 
ſame time with freſh Troops from 
Meſſma, which had lain ſhort the 

Eq Night 
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Night before, they attacked the Ger. iſ © 
mans in their Turn, and drove them b 
back into their Camp under the Walls ! 
of the Town, whoſe Artillery pro- 8 
tected their Retreat, and prevented i 2 
a greater Slaughter. In this Action I ! 
about 1200 Men were killed or 
wounded on each Side, and Gene- 
ral Veterani was taken. 2 
Me lagxzo is an ill fortified Town, 
on the North Side of the Iſland of 
Sicily, not far diſtant from the Fare, 

ſtanding on a Neck of Land which 
runs out into the Sea like an Iſthmus, 
Caraffa being recalled to Naples, Ba- 
ron Zumjungen arrived at Melazzo the 
z th of November, to command the 
Forces; And being followed by the 
Generals Machtendoncꝶ and Seckendorf, 
with large Supplies of Troops from 
Italy, and the place being too ſtrait 
to contain them, they carried their 
Entrenchments out of the Town, 


within leſs than Piſtol Shot of thoſe 
A T of 
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of the „ ds; ſo chat neither Side 
being able to advance farther, both 


lay all the Winter in an unwholſome 


Situation, it being low. bad Ground, 
and the Trenches filled with Water 
in rainy, and by the Sea in blowing 
Weather, ſo that great Numbers of 
Men periſhed on both Sides. The 
Germans had no Proviſions but what 
came from time to time in ſmall Em- 
barcations from Calabria, and other 
Ports of Naples. Rear-Admiral Cam- 
mock, who was got with his Squadron 
into Meſſma, and the Inhabitants of 
the Iſland of Lipari, who are eſteem- 
ed bold Mariners, and have many 
armed Veſſels, lay in the way of in- 


tercepting thoſe Supplies, and the 


| leaſt diſappointment muſt have ſtarv- 


ed the Garriſon, for their Conſump- 


tion was very great, and they had no 
Magazines, It was very hard Ser- 


vice, unknown and aſtoniſhing ro the 
Pilots of that Country, to employ 
Ships 
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Ships cruizing in thoſe dangerous Seas, 
during the Rigor of the Winter Sea- 


ſon. For, when the Weſterly ot 


Northerly Winds blow, there is fo 
little Sea-room in that narrow Sta- 
tion, and. the Currents ſet in fo ſtrong 
upon the Calabrian Shore, accompa- 
nied with a vaſt rolling Sea, that it 


is extremely difficult for Ships to work 


to Windward, - or indeed to hold 
their own, and avoid ſtranding on a 
Lee Shore. The Admiral had ap- 
pointed a Squadron under the Com- 
mand of Captain Walton, to cruize 
upon this Station, to hinder Rear- 
Admiral Cammock from coming out 
of the Fare, and to ſecure the _ 


of the Veſſels with Proviſions for the 


German Camp. It chanced to prove 
ſuch tempeſtuous Weather, that no 
Proviſions had arrived in a Month at 


| Melazzo, and Captain Walton was 


blown off from his Station, and had 
not been ſeen or heard of in ſix and 
twenty 


E 
C 
8 
) 
. 
| 


— 


Expedition to SiciLx. 

twenty days. Rear-Admiral Cannock 
took hold of this Opportunity to get 
out of Meſſna the Moment that rhe 
Weather abated, and appearing be- 
fore Tropea with Engliſh Colours, ſent 


2 Letter aſhore to the Governor, un- 


der a fictitious Name of one of the 
Engliſb Captains, acquainting him, 
that he was come there by Admiral 
Byngs Orders, to convoy the Em- 


barcations with Proviſions to Melaz- 
xo, and preſſed him to diſpatch them 
away, the Place being in the utmoſt 
diſtreſs, Had this Stratagem ſucceed- 
ed, it would have entirely ruined the 


Emperor's Affairs in Sicily; but the 


Governor happening to be a wary 
Man, and obſerving the Letter to be 


written on Genoa Paper, from that 


ſingle Circumſtance, conceived 2 


Sulpicion, which made him refuſe to 


ſend the Embarcations out to him. 
In the mean time, the Admiral be- 


the 
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Zards to get to Melazzs, which three 


tain Walton recovered his Station, up- 
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the Germans were reduced to, had no 


other way left, than to fill four Men 
of War (juſt arrived at Naples from 
Portmahon) with Proviſions, directing 
their Captains to attempt at all ha- 


of them did with much difficulty and 
danger, (the 4th being diſabled by 
bad Weather) and came providen- 
tially to the Relief of the Garriſon at 
a time they muſt otherwiſe have ſur- 
rendered to the Enemy, or periſhed 
by Famine. A few days after, Cap- 


on the Sight of whom Rear-Admi- 
ral Cammock retired into Meſina. 

Melazzo being reſcued from Dan- 
ger, and reinforced daily with freſh 
Supplies of Men and Proviſions, the 
Spaniards deſpairing to take the Place, 
turned the Siege into a Blockade, and 
worked hard in fortifying their own 


Entrenchments, in order to keep the 


Germans pent up in the Town, and 
obſtruct 
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obſtruct the Deſcent of the Army ex- 


pected in the Spring. 
The Admiral having made a pro- 
per Diſpoſition of Ships in different 
Stations round the Iſland, to keep the 
Sea open to the Germans, and ſhut 
to the Spaniards, was preparing to 
depart with the reſt that had ſuffered 
by bad Weather, to refit at Port- 


mahon, when” the Viceroy entreated 


him to aſſiſt at a Conference to be 
held at the Palace, where he met the 
Generals Caraffa, Wetzel," and the 
Marquis de Fuencalada, General of 
the Neapolitan Gallies. The Viceroy 
opened it by acquainting them, 
ce that a Truce with the Turks being 
© concluded, Prince Eugene was ſend- 
ing from Hungary a body of about 
cc 6000 Horſe, and 10000 Foot, 
cc which added to the Troops in Me- 
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* 


« lazzo, was thought a ſufficient 


« Number for the Conqueſt of the 
ce Iſland ; That they would * 
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cc bly arrive at Naples in the begi 5 


« ning of March, and he ſho 
te olad 


be 
to know their Sentiments of 
ce the propereſt Place for their land- 
cc ing in Sicily, and rouched on {e- 
« veral Propoſitions about it, as at 


CC 


acuſa or Taormina, on the Eaff 
te Side of the Iſland, or at Patti on 
e the North Side, not far Weſtward 
e from Melazzo,” General Caraff 
objected to the landing at Syracuſa, 
« asg it would be a means of prolong- 
c ing the War; that the Place Was 


cc too diſtant from the Enemy, and 


0 
c 


Auguſta and Catania lying in their 
way, the Siege of thoſe Places 
ce would coſt more Time and Men 
ce than could be ſpared, beſides the 
ce garriſoning them afterwards. That 
« their March from thence to the 
« Enemy lay for the moſt part over 
ec barren Mountains, amongſt a diſ- 


4A 


* 


ce affected People, where they ſhould 


0 find no Subſiſtance but what they 


ce carried 
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« carried with them; and the paſ | 


« {ing afterwards , through narrow 


« Delilez into the Plain of Melazzo, 
« where the Enemy lay, was to at- 
« tack them at too. great a diſadvan- 
« tage: and therefore he concluded 
« for ſeeking the Enemy as ſoon as 
« poſhble, and for that End to land 
« as near to them as might be. Ge- 
neral Wetzel being next to ſpeak, 
« preferred the landing at Syracuſe, 
« as it would be a work of Eaſe and 
« Safety, and done without Inter- 
« ruption ; that it would probably 
« draw ſome of the Enemy's Force 
e that way, and ſo relieve the Troops 
« in Melazzo; that it would expoſe 
© the Army too much to land in 


e the Neighbourhood of the Ene- 
© my, who ſeeing them approach- 


« ing from the Sea, would eaſily 


« gueſs at the Place they deſigned to 
« land at, and leaving a Guard in 


tc their Camp, march a ſufficient a 
1 
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«tedious Work in it ſelf, : eſpecially 
c with regard to the debarking the 
ce Horſe.“ Caraffa asking him, - hoy 


Werzel allowing eight hours, ' Caraf- 


proper Order to receive the Enemy, 


« dy of Troops to oppole che De 


«ſcent, which was a difficult and 


long he thought the Enemy might be 
marching to the landing Place, after 
they knew where it would be, and 


fa reply'd, the Foot could be all land: 
ed in that time, and formed into 


and the landing the Horſe might be 
afterwards a work of leiſure. But 
Werzel-adhered to his Opinion. The 
General of the Gallies next, in a ve- 
ry long diſcourſe, * excuſed himſelf ſ« 
« from giving any Opinion upon a We 
ec Subject that related to the 'Land « 
<« Service, and referring himſelf to Wc 
« what the two Generals had ſaid be-. 
e fore him, concluded, that great I 
« Caution ought to be taken, which ſc 
ce eyer Opinion ſhould be followed.” I 


The 
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The Admital gathering from their 
Diſcourſe, chat part of the expected 
Troops wete to embark at Hume and 
Wiefle, and to come round by Sea to 
Reggio, and probably paſs on thro' 
the Fare to Naples, told them, . that 


* 


« the Sea as little as poſſible, efpe- 
6 cially in that early and uncertain 
« *Seafon ; that if they landed at 
« Manfredonia on the Adviatick Side, 
« the Traject would be ſhorr, aud 


© Rendezvous at Naples.“ He chen 
went on to deliver his Opinion, 
That the Troops they expected 
« were not ſufficient to recover the 
« Iſland from the Enemy. That it 
« was 4 great Error to hold the 51 a- 
© niards in Contempt, whoſe beha- 


« yiour hitherto in Sicily had given no 
4 reaſon for it: That they were. be- 


* come ufed to Arms and Hardſhips, 
e and the dermamt would find them like 
ö ce other 


© Land Forces ſhould be ttuſted to 


« their March more certain to their 
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« other Men. That, according, to 
« a Calculation he had. made, when 
cc thoſe. Troops ſhould be "ined ro 
ee the Forces in Melazzo, they would 
« not be able, after leaving the ne- 
00 ceſſary Garriſons in the Town 
60 which the Duke of Saany was to 
a c .deliver up, to. bring 1 into 77 5 Field 
40 a greater Nurnber than what the 
60 Spaniſh Army, was. reported to be; 
ee and that without a confiderable 
ee Superiority, little Succeſs was to 


CY * — o 


ee be expected in a Country, where 
« the. mill of the People towards 
cc them, and their Inclinations to the 
& Spaniards were ſo very evident, 


« that they were to hope for no Af- 


60 ſiſtance, but expect every: diſtreſs 
& from them.” He added, „ that 


cc 


. 5 — 


they were not to look upon the 
Enemy as a mouldering Army, 
for notw-ithſtanding all the Care 


of his Cruizers, they received fre- 


quent Recruits from Spain and 


« Sardinia, 


She bY OF 0 ore "07 | 


Een, ton ro Sie fLY. 
« ' Sardinia and even from nah, in 
cc open Veſſels ad Boats, which: 
« Was hot always in his Power to 
cx prevent. And "Beſides, the Mar- 


«quis de Lede had lately raiſed four 


cc Regiments of Ft, and one of 
« Horſe in the Iſland it ſelf.“ The 
Viceroy acknowledged the Force of 
his Reaſoning, böte lamented the 
diſtanee of the Court of Vie enna, 
which hindered them from ſeeing in 
to and conſiderine ug enough cheſe dif- 


ficulties, and 53 purſued only one 


Maxim, that if they ſent Men, they 
ought” to conquer. The Admiral 


propoſed, that an Officer ſhould be 
ſent to Viema, to repreſent the Poſ- 
ture of Affairs to that Coutt in a bet- 


ter light tlian they ſeemed to view 
them in, and to bring back theit fi- 


nal Relolutions concerning the Ope- 
rations of the War; and Count Ha- 


milton was piched + na? fo thay Pur- 


poſe) W uur dat th Tlie | 
. F 2 The 


go 
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on early with the Operations 


1 Squadron at Pentemelia, to obſerve 


Cammocł himſelf endeavouring to get 
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The Conference being ended, the 

Admiral took his leave of the Vice- 
roy, and (er; ſail the 3d of February 
for Portmahon, to refit his Ships, 
and put them in a Condition to go 
of the 


Campaign, leaving his eldeſt Son ar 
Naples to manage his Correſpondence 
with the Viceroy, and to inform the 
Court of England of all Occurrences 
nao Bagg. is [ob nd ta 

Captain Mathews being left with 


Rear-Admiral Cammoch, and hindi 
his eſcaping out of Meſſina to the 
Southward, had the good fortune 
to run one of chem aſnore, 2 Ship of 
64 Guns, called the 8“ Roſelia; and 
another called the St. Pedro of 60 
Guns was caſt away in Tarento Bay. 


away to Spain in a {mall Frigat of 22 
Guns, was chaled the 6th Febewory 
by a Ship of Captain Mathews's Squa- 


dron, 
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dron; and eſcaped with much diffl- 


Frigat was taken, with all his Effects 
1 Papers, amongſt which was a 
Commiſſion from the Pretender, ap- 

inting Him e 17 the white 
— | 

This unhap Mat Wis A Native 
of Ireland, wr ove bred up at Sea, 
had raiſed ' himſelf Bk the Poſt of a 
Captain, and ſerved in Queen Annes 
War, with no bad Character. But 
fociatitg himſelf with thoſe who 
were Enemies to the Houſe: of Ha- 
nober, and becoming obnoxious to 
the Government, on the Acceſſion 
of that Family to the Crown he aban- 
doned his Country, and entered into 
the Service of $p ain, where he was 
promored to the [Kant of a Reat-Ad- 
miral; and ſerved in that Poſt in the 
Expedition againſt Sicily. He had never 
been noted to want Courage, but in 
the Action of Paſſaro, he ran away 


Nee © =m @& = . 


— 


F 3 among 


4 


culcy iti his Boat to Catania, but the 


———— — REA 
4 , , hr g 


W * * 
+ , 
—_— 


a 


among the firſt, - and eſcaped to Mal. 
ta, ne, an Inſtance, - how. mich 


more than the Fear of an Enemy, 
He was a vain boaſting Man, with 
a roving unſettled Head, filled with 
airy Schemes and Projects, without 
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a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt and Dread 
of . Puniſhment: depreſſes the Heart, 


any Judgement. or Diſcretion. .. He 
aſlured Signor Patinho, that he could 
put moſt of the Engliſh Fleet into his 
Hands, in recompence for that which 
he had loſt; and in that ſenſeleſs Con. 
fidence, wrote a Letter to the Ad. 


miral, to let him know, that he had 


the Pretenders Commands to aſſutt 


him, if he would bring over the 
greateſt, part of his Fleet to Meſſina 
or to any Port in Spain, he would 
create him Duke of Albermarle, with 
a Royal Bounty of one hundred 
thouſand Pounds to ſupport the Ho- 
nour and Dignity. of that Rank; and 
that eyery Captain ſhould have ten 
1 thouſand 


( 
q 
c 
] 
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thouſand Pounds, and the Seamen a 
Gratuity of two © Month's” Wages. 

That Signor Patinho would'fatisfy him 
of the King of Spain s Security for the 


performance of this Agreement, and 


that no Body elſe but the Dukes of 
Ormond and Mar were in the ſecret. 
Whether he wrote by Direction or 


not, does not appear, but the Letter 


met with the Contempt it deſerved. 


He likewiſe ſent another Letter to 


Captain Walton, with the Promiſe of 
1 Reward of ten thouſand Pounds, a 

Commiſſion of Admiral of the Blue, 
and to be made an En gliſs Peer, if 


he would bring his Ships into Meſi- 


na, which the honeſt Captain brought 
to the Admiral, wich vehement Ex- 


— of Abhorrence and Indig- 


nation. 

Seen patinbo had kicker reſided 

in Meſſina, ditecting the Affairs of 

the Illand for the Intereſt of his Maſ- 

ter with- great Prudence; but his 
Toke F 4 Preſence 
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Preſence. being wanted at the Cour 
of Spain, he embarked on Board 3 
clean Felucca, on the 16th January, 


in the Night, and put to Sea, at- 
tended by two Gallies. If the Dark- 


neſs had continued an hour longer, 
he would have unavoidably faln into 
the Mouths of two of our Cruizers, 
which chaſed his Gallies into a Bay 
near Palermo, but the Felucca eſcaped 
and landed him in Italy, from whence 
he proceeded to Madrid, and by his 
Councils and Induſtry all Methods 
were uſed for ſupporting their Army 
in Sicily with  ecruits of Men, and 
all Neceſſities of War. The Venetian. 
and Genoeſes, and even the French 
Conſuls in the Ports of Italy, not- 
withitanding the ſevere Prohibitions 
of the Regent, were corrupted to 
give them all the Aſſiſtance poſſible; 
and though many Veſſels Were ta- 
ken, many eſcaped. As to the 
French, the Admiral found himſelf 


under 
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under CY difficulty how to treat tha 
Ships of a Nation that was in ſtrict 
Alliance with England: He made loud 
Complaints of , their Partiality, till 
at laſt the Regent gave him leave to 
confiſcate all thoſe he met with in 


the Service of Spain, which put ſome 
ſtop to their clandeſtine Proceedings. 
It may not be improper to men- 


tion here an Inſtance or two of the 
unfair Practice of other Nations at 
this time upon the Engliſs Trade, 
and which it is to be apprehended 
will always be the Caſe, whenever 

land is engaged in Foreign Wars. 
5 e having —— 
from Genoa, that a Privatier of 24 
Guns had been. fitted out by French 
Merchants of that Place, and was 
cruizing with a Spaniſo Commiſſion 
off of Cape Corſo, and having no 
ſmall Frigates with him, he convert» 
ed the Loo Hoſpital Ship into a Fri- 
gat, and putting 20 Guns and 100 


Men 
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Men into her, ſent her, under the 


Command of Captain Prot hero, in 
queſt of the ſaid Privatier. I he Cap- 


rain fortunately met with her off of 


the Iſland of Capraia, and after a 
ſmart” Engagement, took her. She 


whom 56 were killed, and 19 


wounded, with the Loſs only of two 
Men in the Loo, and four wounded, 
The Admiral directed the Priſoners 
to be ſent to Thoulon, and delivered 
into the Cuſtody of the Intendant: 
And he wrote to the Engliſh Ambaſſa- 
dor at Paris to repreſent thoſe Pro- 
ceedings to the Regent, to whoſe 
Juſtice he left the Priſoners. 
Another Ship was fitted out at 
Venice with 50 Guns and 25 Men, 
all Venetiant, except three Spaniards 
and eight Engliꝶ, and having taken 


a Spaniþ Commiſſion at Malta, 


which Signor Patinho had lodged there 
for her, ſhe went a cruizing on the 
| Caoaſt 


*% 


Coaſt of Spam. The Admiral be- 
and Rupert after her, the latter of 
which meeting with her off of Pe- 
1 
e 


niſcola, engaged and took her by 

Boarding, having killed 61 Men, 
and wounded 29, with the Loſs on- 
59 ly of One Man killed, and three | 
8 wounded. tn bad e abohboe 
. The Admiral having refitted moſt 
of his Squadron at Portmahon, haſt- 
dB ned away from thence with four Men 


: of War the 3oth March, leaving the 
reſt to follow him, and arrived the 


4th April at Naples, where he hoped 
ſe to find the Army from Hungary ar- 
rived, and in a readineſs to em- 

Ty bark; but contrary to his Expecta- 
tions, he ſaw every thing in extreme 
Backwardneſs, partly 2323 of 

On the 23d of April Count de Mer- 

ey arrived at Naples from Nienna, to 
ie | take upon him the Command of the 
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whole Army. He was a Native of 

| Loryain, but brought up in the Em. 
peror's Service, where he had ri- 

ſen to the Rank of General of the 
Horſe. He was of a tall graceful 
| Preſence, with a very ſoldierlike Ap- 
pearance, but had the Misfortune of 
being ſhort ſighted, almoſt to Pur- 
blindneſs, He had great Strength 
of Body and Mind, 'and was indefa- 
tigable in the uſe of both, when ne- 
ceſſary. He was full of Fire, and 
his Converſation abounded with Wit 
and Humour. He had great Skill 
in Courting and Careſſing Perſons, 
when-he wanted to gain any Point, 
but at other times his Behaviour diſ- 
covered much Haughtineſs. He had 
an inſatiable Thirſt for Glory, which 
was ſeconded by a bold and moſt re- 
ſolute Temper, always heading bis 
Troops himſelf, and ſeemed to have 
a+ ſort of Paſſion for fighting. He 
was ſeldom in any Action but he was 


wounded, 


/ 
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vounded, and was not eſteemed 3 
fortunate Officer. He deſpiſed an 
Enemy too much, was impatient for 
Engaging, and had the Character of 
not caring what Men he ſacrificed 
re his 1 | ar a _ 

Patience might aps have - 
ſucceeded as well ion i which 4 
Opinion made the Soldiery uneaſy A 
under him, as they were in continual | 
Apptehenſions of being led to the 
Slaughter. Upon the whole, as he | 
had great Parts, and great Expe- * 
nience of Service, he muſt have made 1 
great General (as he was a compleat 
fine Gentleman) if he had had a cool- 
er Temper, or could have com- 
manded it better. But with all his 
Faults he was certainly in the Supe- 
rior Rank of Men, of which there 
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was a favourite of Prince Eugene 
Ilie was now going to encounter an 
wis de 


old-Schoal-tellow in the Marg 
reve! Lede, 
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Lede, who was 4 Fleming by birth, 
and a good General under à quite 
oppoſite Character, being as different 


from the other in Perſon, as he was 


in temper?” He was of a low mi- 
mapen Stature, not affable or open 
in is Diſpoſition, but much eſteem 
ed for 1 udgement and Prudence, 
and was of great military Experiente 
too. 5 He Was as cautious and Cits 
cumſpect as the other was bold and 
enterprizing; and in this reſped 
both ſeemed to be in their proper 
Employment, the one in a Situation 


of Defence, the other of Attack. It 


was thought, that in the Courſe of 


this War, he ſlipt ſome Opportuni- 


ties, which the Overſights or Wantz 
of the Germans gave him of acting 
upon them to Advantage; but he 


conſidered, that he was in a Coun- 


try where he was ſhut up from teceiv- 
ing any conſiderable Supplies of Men, 
while the Enemy poured in what 

— — Numbers 
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Numbers they pleaſed; and him any 
large Diminution of his — 
might endanger the whole, and there- 
fore made it a principal Point to 
pros, his Nr as much as poſſi- 

and with 6 Advantage of che 

90 and. the Affection of the 
Country- People, to diſtreſs and diſ- 
able his Adverſary, which he effect: 
ed with much Skill. and Wiſdom, 
and: e £66 e of the 
Arms of Spain with great Reputa- 
tion; and at laſt, — 45 the Kin King his 
Maſter was forced, by the weight, of, 
the Alliances againſt him, to. relin-! 
quiſh the Iſland, he brought a Sila 
Army back into Spain. 
The City of Naples was at chis 
time full of General Officers, and 
Perſons of high Quality and Diſtinc- 
tion, and abounded in all the Plea- 
ſures of that deli ghtful Climate. 


The Viceroy was dudious of making 


the Place grerable to the Admiral, 


as 
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is much out of Affection, as Polite: 
nes. On the Feſtival Day of St. Ja. 
marinus; he appointed him a Box 
near his own; to behold that famous 


without © liquifying at the Approa 
of the Head of the Saint. The vaſt 
conconrle of People began to ſhew 
Signs of Concern: They fell firſt to 
praying, afterwards proceeded to 
Groans and Lamentations; and at 
2b ſuch 2 confuſed Murmarin 
md Uneaſineſs was perceived amon 5 
them, that the Viceroy being appre- 
henſive of ſome ill Conſequences, 
ſent Count Hamilton to the Admi- 
ral, to beg he would not take it ill, 
if he deſired him to retire, not 
knowing what effect it might have 
upon the Populace, if they ſhould 
take it into their Heads to attribute 


Saint's being difpleafed at his Pre- 
ſence. The Admiral had no ſooner 
"Th quitted 
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quitted his Box, and was ſtepping 
into the Viceroy's Coach, but he 
heard a prodigious Shout of, & fatto, 
fatto, it is done, it is done, and 
ſuch Joy and Exultation appeared in 
every Countenance, as if they had been 
delivered from ſome terrible Calamity. 
Whilſt the Troops were arriving, 
and the Veſſels to tranſport them 


getting ready, the Admiral aſſiſted 
at ſeveral Conferences with the Vice- 


toy and the General, about the in- 
tended Deſcent on Sicily. All agreed, 
that. Syracuſa was out of the way, 
but it was not ſo eaſy to determine, 
whether it would be beſt to land at 
Palermo, or near Melazzo, The for- 
mer was judged ſafeſt, and would 
not only make them Maſters of the 
Capital City, bur alſo of the fertile 
Province of Maxxara, from whence 
they might caſily draw Proviſions and 
Neceſlaries for the Subſiſtance of the 
Army. But the latter was moſt 

G expe- 


81 


82 


fail from the Bay of Baye the 2 20 


Expedition to S1CLLY. 
expeditious, as it would preſs the C 
Enemy cloſer, and bring Matter, iſ of 
more quickly to a Deciſion; and iff th 
this laſt Opinion prevailed. But I g. 
when they came to examine into the 
State of their Military Stores, they 
were ſo deficient in a Train of Ar 
tillery, that the Admiral yielded to 
ſupply them with Cannon, Powder 
and Ball from the Spaniſb Prizes, ra. 
ther than ſuffer time to be loſt for 
want thereof. 

All things being at length got rea- 
dy, the Army embarked, conſiſting 
of 10000 Foot, and 3500 Horle, 
all choice Troops, and the Flower of 
thoſe that had lately ſerved victoti- 
ouſly in Hungary. The Admiral {et 


of May, with eight Men of War, 
and above zoo Tranſports; and on 
the 27th in the Evening arrived be- 
fore Melazzo, from whence General 
Zumjungen came off, and adviſed 


Count 
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Count De Mercy to land in the Ba 
of Patti, about 20 Miles Weſtward, 
the Coaſt to the Eaſtward being all 
guarded by the Enemy. Upon this, 
ſo good a Diſpoſition and Order was 
made, that the next Morning early 
all the Foot landed in leſs than two 
Hours, and moſt of the Cavalry by 
Three in the Afternoon, having only 
loſt tw /o Horſes in the Voyage. 

Upon the landing of the Imperia- 
lite, the Marquis De Lede decamped 
with Precipitation, and marched, 
without halting, to Franca Villa, a 
ſtrong Poſt 3 2 Miles diſtant, in a 
mountainous Country, and from 
whence three Roads led, to Palermo, 
Meſſma, and Syracuſu. Count De 
Mercy arrived by eaſy Marches at 


Melazzo, and found in the Spaniſh 


Camp ſome Cannon, with Ammuni- 
tion and Utenſils of War, which the 


haſt of the Spaniards had left be- 


hind, The Admiral coaſtin g alon 5 
614 : with 
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and other Neceſſaries of War. 


here for the farther Operations of 
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with the Army, anchored before Me- 


lazzo, and landed there the Remain- 
der of the Horſe, -with the Tents, 


Whilſt Matters were preparing 


the Army, Count Seckendorf was de- 
tached with a Body of 2500 Foot, 
and 150 Horſe, to reduce the I{lands 
of Lipari to the Emperor's Obe- 
dience, which he effected, after ſome 
Reſiſtance, in four Days time. This 
Conqueſt was abſolutely neceſſary to 
keep open the Navigation between 
Naples and Sicily, which had been 
diſturbed by the armed Veſſels of 
thoſe Iſlands. Lipari, the principal 


Ifland, is faid to contain 8000 In- 


habitants, a bold People, addicted to 

Pillage, and the beſt Mariners in 

thoſe Parts. 

It was now under Deliberation, 

whether the Army ſhould go and be- 

ſiege Meſſma, or follow the * 
who 


ö 
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who were ſtrongly entrenching them- 
ſelves at Franca Villa. Meſſina had a 
numerous Garriſon, and was well 
provided for a long Siege, which 


might waſt away the Summer, whilſt 


the Spaniards got in the Corn, now 


near ripe, and kept the Magazines 
of the Iſland in their Poſſeſſion. It 
was therefore determin'd to march to- 
wards the Enemy, and to endeavour 


to bring them to a Battle. The 


haſty Retreat they had made from 
Melazzo animated Count De Mercy 


lo much, that he did not imagine 
they would make any great Stand at 


Franca Villa, but that he ſhould 


* trample them under Foot, (which 


was his Expreſſion) when he came 
up with them. The way to the 
Enemy lay through a barren moun- 
tainous Country, and it took up ſo 
much. time to get together a few 


— 


» Qu'il leur paſſeroit ſur le ventre. 
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Mules and Horſes for Carriage 
from Calabria, that the Army did 
not move from Melazzo till the 
17th of June, amounting to about 
21000 Men. They ſuffered a moſt 
painful March of three Days, thro 
wild unknown Roads, broken up, 
and rendered almoſt unpaſſable by 
the Enemy, conducted by ignorant 
Guides, and climbing over cragged 
Rocks and Precipices, the Soldier; 
oppreſſed with the weight of their 
Ammunition, and fix Days Bread 


which they carried, beſides their Arms, 


with a fiery Sun burning over their 


Heads, and harraſſed and aſſaulted all 
along from the Heights and Emi- 
nences by the armed Peaſants of the 


Country, mixed with ſome Spaniſh 


Foot; but arriving the 19th in the 
Afternoon on the top of the Moun- 
tain of Tre Fontane, they diſcovered 
the Enemy encamped below in the 
Valley of Franca Villa. At the fi git 
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of their Camp, a Shout of Joy ran 
through the whole Army, in hopes 
of coming o a deciſive I Action, 
which ſeemed to promiſe fayourably 


to them, it not being imagined, that | 
the Enemy could poſt themſelves in 


a bottom with ſo. much Advantage 


againſt an Army deſcending from 


higher Ground upon them. 

The Situation of the Spaniſb Camp 
was in this manner. The rapid 
River Cantara, whoſe Banks are of a 
ſteep quick Rock, from ſix to cight 
Foot perpendicularly deep, and runs 
thro' the Valley of Franca Villa, was 
in their Front. Their Left was on 
the riſing Grounds about Franca Villa 
(the Town lying behind in their 
Center) and extended to a high 
Mountain, where they had placed 


ſome armed Peaſants, and a few Foot. 


On the other ſide of the River, (but 
joined by a Bridge to the Town of 
Franca Villa) was a ſteep Rock, with 
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a Convent of Capuchins upon It, 
Here they placed five Battalions of 


their beſt Troops, in as many Rows 
of Entrenchments cut into the Rock, 


one above the other; and at the 


Point of the Rock was a ſmall Bat- 
tery of two Pieces of Cannon of 
Three - pounders. On their Right 
they had carried on a Fortification of 
large Stones, like a Wall, all along 
the River, as far as a high rocky 
Hill, which had a Convent on the 
top, as advantageouſly fortified as 
that of the Capuchins ; and cloſe be- 
hind the Hill, the ſteep River Caſ- 
tiglione runs into the Cantara, by 
means of which Confluence, and the 
neighbouring Mountains being guard- 


ed by armed Peaſants, the Spaniards 


were ſecure from any Danger in their 


Rear. It was unfortunate to the 


Germans, that not one Deſerter, nor 


even a Peaſant of the Country (who 


were all up in Arms in fayour of 


the 
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the Spaniards) came over to give 
them the leaſt Information, ſo that 
they knew little of the Strength and 
Advantage of the Enemy's Poſt, till 
they came to Action, and were within 

Muſquet-ſhot of their Trenches. 
Count De Mercy made a Diſpoſi- 
tion for attacking the Enemy that 
Evening at three different Places. He 
detached all the firſt Line of Foot, 
conſiſting of ſixteen Battalions, and 
oat? Companies of Grena- 
diers, with three hundred Huſſars, 
under the Command of General 
Zumjungen, to an adjoining Hill on 


the Left. He had under him the 


Lieutenant-Generals Wallis, Wachten- 


donck, and the Prince of Holſtein. 


Upon that Hill General Zumjungen 
was to ſeparate his Men in two Bo- 
dies, the one under the Command 
of Wallis, conſiſting of eight Bat- 


talions and eleven Companies of 


Grenadiers, being to deſcend on the 
Right, 
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Entrenchments. When the Army 


Expedition to 8S101L v. 


Right, whilſt Zumjungen did the ſame 
on the Left with eight Battalions, 
twelve Companies of Grenadiers and 
the Huſſars. All the Horſe and ſe- 
cond Line of Foot, this conſiſting 
of twelve Battalions under Lieute- 
nant- General Seckendorf, and the 
Horſe under Lieutenant - General Count 
D Ec, conſiſting of thirty-five Squa- 
drons, including chree Companies of 
Horſe- Grenadiers and as many Cara- 
biniers, were at the ſame time to de- 
ſcend from the Mountain of Tre Fon- 
tane, and join the other Bodies be- 
low. Before all this could be effect- 
ed, Night came on, which obliged 


them to put off the Attack till the 


next Morning; and at break of Day 
the ſecond Line of Foot being got 


down, and worn with ten or 


twelve Squadrons of the Enemy in 
the Valley, they obliged them, as 
they advanced, to retire towards their 
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was got down to the Places appoint- 
ed in the Valley, Count De Mercy 


perceiving, that the Enemy poſſeſſed 


gr. 


ſeveral conſiderable Poſts on a Hill 


to his Right, from whence they 


would flank him in his Attack, he 


ordered Lieutenant General Seckendorf, 
and the Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, with 
ſix Battalions to endeavour to diſ- 
lodge them from thence, and then 
to deſcend and rejoin the Army in 
the general Attack, which the Ge- 
nerals Zumjungen and Wallis were or- 


dered to defer till they ſaw Secken- 


dorf engaged, and deſcending to- 


wards them. The Hill being very 
ſteep and difficult, and the Enemy 
being very advantageouſly poſted, 
Seckendorf was obliged ro make many 
Windings, which took up much time 
to get up to them. In the mean 


time the Enemy ſeeing that Detach- 


ment, fent more Foot thither, which 


made Count De Mercy ſtrengthen 
him 
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him with four Battalions more, ſo 
that it was four in the Afternoon 
before they all arrived on the top of 
the Mountain. Seckendorf having 
his ten Battalions together, drove 
the Enemy down to the bottom of 
the Mountain, and from thence to 
their Entrenchments, and if Night 
had not come on too ſoon, it was 
thought he would have been able to 
have forced his way into their Lines, 
which at that Place were weakeſt, 
and eaſy to be penetrated. At the 


fame time four Companies of ' Gre- 


nadiers of Wallis's Body attacked a 


Poſt of the Enemy on the Back of 
the ſame Hill, and drove them from 
thence, whilſt the reſt of the - Gre- 


nadiers (being ſeven Companies) ſuſ- 


_ rained by the Battalions of the ſame 


Body, and the Regiment of Dra- 


goons of Anſpach, attacked a ſmall 
Enttenchment which the Enemy had 


made acroſs the Valley, and having 


* 
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carried it, they advanced on towards 
the Rock of the Capuchins, which 
they attacked about (ix in the Even- 
ing, being reinforced by two Batta- 
lions of Leffelholtz, which Count De 


Mercy had drawn from the Left to 
ſuſtain them. Here was very warm 


and bloody Work, the Germans be- 
ing expoſed to a continual Fire from 
the ſeveral Trenches of the Enemy 
on the ſides of the Rock. During 
this Attack, Count D'Eck, with the 
Carabiniers and Horſe- Grenadiers, 


followed by the Regiments of Horſe 
of Tiege, Hanover and Portugal, tra- 
verſed the Valley within half Muſ- 


quet ſhot of the Enemy, and placed 
himſelf to the Left of Zumjungen, 
the Plain there appearing large 
enough for the Horſe to act, and to 
ſuſtain Zumjungen's Attack, and pe- 
netrate with him into the Enemies 
Entrenchments. But this Motion of 
the Horſe croſſing Zumjungen in 


his 
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his March, did very much retard his 
Attack, ſo that it was late before he 
attacked three Caſſines which ſtood 


near the River, within eighty Paces 
of the Enemy's Lines, which he 


took, not without loſs of Men. Here 


the Prince of Holſtein was mortally 


wounded, and being left on the 


Field of Battle, he ſent to the Mar- 
quis De Lede, who cauſed him to 
be carried into Franca Villa, where 


he died three Days after. While 
Zumjungen was diſpoſing his — 


to attack the Entrenchments, by the 
way of a Mill which lay on the 
River oppoſite to the Caſſines, he 
erceived the Heſſian Battalions on 
Fs Right following by miſtake the 
two Battalions of Leffelholtzz to the 
Rock of the Capuchins, which diſap- 
pointed his Deſign, for ic was Night 
before they returned. Count De 
Mercy animated his Troops every 
where by his Preſence and Exam 155 


heading 
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heading himſelf the two Battalions of 
Leffetholtz at the Attack of the Ca- 
puchins, and after having one Horſe 


he was at laſt himſelf dangerouſly 
wounded. in the Reins with a Mu{- 
quet Ball. Night coming on put an 
End to the Action, and left things 
undecided, except that the Germans 
maintained ſome ſmall Poſts they had 
gained, which ſerved to ſtraiten the 


e 
e Enemy in their Camp. In this Ac- 


tion the Germans had 846 Men kil- 
e led and 2449 wounded, amongſt 
e the latter the Admiral's ſecond Son, 
e very dangerouſly, who ſerved as a 
n Voluntier. The Spaniards had about 
e 1500 Men killed or wounded. 

e Count De Mercy having withdrawn 
„his wounded Men in the Night, 
t ranged his Army in order to renew 
„che Attack next Morning; but the 
Action of the day before having con- 
> vinced the other Generals of the 
9 ſtrong 
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killed under him and two difabled, . 


# - 
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pirited and dejected with their Hard. 
difficulty prevailed upon him not to 


extending to the left, endeavour to 
cut off the Enemy from Meſſma, and 
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ſtrong Situation of the Enemy, and 
perceiving the Soldiers extremely dif. 


ſhips and ill Succeſs, they with much 


perſiſt in that Reſolution, but by 


open a Communication with the 


Engliſh Convoy, which (according 


to agreement) was to rendezvous in 


Schiſo-Bay near Taormina a Sea-port 


Town, about three Hours diſtan iſ 
from Franca Villa, with the Tran- 


{ports laden with Proviſions, Am. 
munition, Baggage and other Necef- 
fries, which the Army ſtood in ex 
treme need of. Here was a Contin- 
gency of great Hazard and Danger, 
which gave the Germans much Fear 
and Uneaſineſs. For it might have 
happened, that the Winds had hind- 
red the Convoy from paſling thro 
the Fare. Or, if they mould have 

gained 
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ined their Paſſage into Schiſo Bay, 
13 and all Th Coaſt = pole 
ſeſſed by the Enemy, and it was poſ* 
ſible that the Ships might not be able 
to open a Communication with the 
Shore. © Or ſtill, if both thoſe Points 
ſucceeded, | the eſtabliſhing a Corre- 
ſpondence ' between the Sea and the 
Camp, thro a hoſtile Country, was 
another Work of Hazard and Diffi- 
culty; and a diſappointment in any 
one of them was the inevitable Ruin 


of the whole Army, who ſaw them- 


ſelves near the End of their Provi- 
ſions, without any other Poſſibility 
of getting more. But they were ſoon 
delivered from their Fears, by hear- 
ing that the Convoy was ſafely arriv- 
ed in Schiſo Bay; that the Sailors 


had taken and deſtroyed a ſmall Fort 


of two Guns, which had endeavour- 
ed to moleſt their anchoring; and 
that the Guns of the Men of War 


had diſperſed à Body of Troops; 


which 
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which the Marquis de Spinola had ſen 
from Meſſma to the Sea-Side, to op. 
pole them, Upon this reviving 
News, Count De Merey ſent General 
| Wachtendonck, with 3060 Foot and 
560 Horſe, down to encamp at the 
Sea-lide where the Ships lay at An. 
chor, and ordered the Roads, which 
were hardly paſſable, to be repaired 
under the Direction of Enginier Ge 
neral Schmettau; and having got ſome 
Field Pieces from the Ships up to 
the Camp, be greatly annoyed the 
Enemy, who lay beneath him. This 
Communication was too important 
for the Marguis de Lede not to en- 
deayour to interrupt it, and, 2. 
mongſt many Skirmiſhes that daily 
happened, a Party of 500 Spanif 
Horſe fell jn with the Bread Wag: 
ns and Mules that were returning 
rom the Sea- ſide, laden with Provi- 
ſions for the Camp, and guarded 
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the Germans made, was reckoned a 
galant Action, and I am ſorry my 
Materials do not mention the Com- 
mander's Namie. A ſmall Party of 
Foot, that happened to be in the 
Neighbourhood, hearing the Fire, 
and coming up to their Aſſiſtance, 
they put the Spaniards to Flight, and 
conducted the Waggons and Mules 
ſake to the Camp. „ 

Let us now return to the Admi- 
ral. When Count De Mercy parted 
from him at Melazzo, to go in queſt 
of the Spaniſh Army, it was his de- 
uy ſign to return to Naples, and put 
things there in motion for an intend- 
ed Expedition to Sardinia, which the 
ih Duke of Savoy had much at heart, 
and was no leis preſſed by the Courts 
8 of England and France. But reflect- 
ng ing within himſelf, that the impe- 
VE tous Temper of the German Gene- 
led ral, and the Contempt he ſaw he 
had of the Enemy, might poſſibly 
, 5" H 2 br ing 
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bring about ſome ' Occaſions that 
would want his ' Aſſiſtance, he tar- 
ried a few days on the Coaſt in un- 
ealy Expectation of the News of the 
Succeſs of the March from Melazzo, 
The armed Peaſants had cut off all 
Communication between Franca Vi. 
la and Melaxxo; fo that the firſt miſ- 
doubt he entertained that things had 
not gone well, was from hearing the 
firing of the Guns at Meſſina, and at 
the Fare, and ſeeing great Illumina- 
tions made along the Coaſt. Soon 
after, he perceived the Neapolitan 
Gallies rowing out of the Fare, and 
the General of them coming on 
board, gave him an imperfect ac- 
count of the Action, but enough to 
ſatisfy him that it had not been for- 
tunate; upon which he immediate- 
ly embarked two Battalions from the 
Garriſon of Melazzo, and about a 
thouſand Recruits who were juſt ar- 
rived. there, and ſent them the fame 
„„ OI 5 day 
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day under a Convoy through the 
Fare to Schiſo Bay. In the Even- 


ing he received Letters from Count 


* 
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De Mercy, N him of the 


particulars of the whole Action, with 
the great difficulties he laboured un- 
der, and uncertainty what to do, 
carneſtly preſſing him to come to 
che Camp, that they might confer 
and conſult together. Upon this, 
the Admiral ' ſent his firſt Captain 
wich his own Ship and two others 
to Naples, by whom he ſent a Letter 
to the Viceroy, giving his Opinion, 
that all thoughts of an Expedition 
to Sardinia ſhould be laid aſide for 
the preſent, and the Troops which 
could be ſpared from his Govern- 
ment, ſent immediately into Sicily, 
ill whoſe Arrival all things there 
would be at a Stand; and that he 
had ſent his Officers and Ships to aſ⸗- 
iſt in and expedite that Service. He 


then embarked on Board the Genes 
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duoncł renewed the ſame Entreaties, 
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ral of the Gallies, laying - aſide the 
Ceremony of his Flag and Charac- 


ter, and in his way to Schiſo, Count 


de Ligneville came to him in a Fe. 


| lucca, bringing freſh Letters from 


Count De Mercy, which expreſſed his 
reat Impatience to ſee him. Bein 
ar; at Schiſo, General Machten- 


which the Admiral's Zeal did not 
want, who accepting that General' 


HForſes, and forgetting for a while 


his own. Station and Element, fa 
out under a ſtrong Eſcorte, attended 
by Captain Matthews and his eldeſt 
Son, and paſſing thro' Roads ſtrew- 
ed with dead Bodies of Men and 
Horſes, that had fallen in Skirmiſhes 
the days before between the Sea-fide 
and the Camp, he alighted at Count 
De Mercy's Tent in the Evening, 
where a Guard of Grenadiers being 
drawn out for his Reception, one 
of chem was ſhot through. the head 

by 
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by a Muſquet-Ball from the Ene- 
my's Camp, at the door of the 
Tent, and fell down dead at his 
Feet. He found the General very 
weak and faint with his wound, the 
Ball ſtil} remaining in his Reins, but 
as he had a Magnanimity of Spirit 
ſuperior to his Condition, it did not 
hinder them from entting into Con- 
verſation on the melancholy Situa- 
tion of their Affairs. The General 
« made great Complaints of Zum- 
« fungen, to Whole Slowneſs in 
ce marching and coming fo late in- 
© to Action, he attributed his ill 
% Succeſs, He ſaid, he himlelf 
« was ſtill of Opinion to make ano- 
ce ther Attack upon the Enemy, ra- 
ther than decamp and retire, but 
ce that his Officers in general were 
© againſt it; and in that Caſe he 
« faw nothing left for them to do, 
* but to go down and join their 
&© Forces at the Sea ſide, and march 
H 4 e 10 
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«into the Corn Country about Ca- 


| cc fania and Syracuſa, for their | bet- 


der Subſiſtance. That he. | had 
cc wrote: for two Battalions of Sa. 
bc voyards to be ſent to him from 9 * 


cc the Admiral had ſent from Me- 
ce lazzo, would repair his Loſs of 


«© Men, but that. the Loſs of his Of- 


cc ficers was irretrievable; for be- 
0 


cc ſides many killed, a conſiderable 
% Number of the beſt and principal 
c were. wounded, and incapable of 
“ preſent Service Ener . 
After many Propoſitions and 


A 
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Schemes - ſtarted and diſcuſſed be- 


tween them, without any being con- 


cluded on, the Count prayed the Ad- 
miral to ſtay. in the Camp that 
Night, to be preſent at a Conſulta- 
tion of General Officers next Morn- 
ing. The Converſation being end- 


who (as is mentioned before) had 


- . been 
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been - wounded in the Action, and 
whom he found languiſhing in his 
Tent, in a way that gave little hopes 
of his Recovery; not ſo much from 
the Malignity of the Wound (tho 
that was in a dangerous Part) as from 


the Unskilfulneſs of thoſe who attend- 


* * 


It may be wondered, that the 


Emperor is ſo well ſerved in the Cou- 
rage of his Troops, when fo little 
Care is generally taken of their Pre- 


ſetvation in Accidents of Wounds or 
dickneſs. Surgeons and Medicines 
axe few. and bad in their Armies, 
and there is little difference between 


being wounded and killed in Action, 


except that of a lingering or a ſudden 
Death. After the Battle of Franca 
Villa, the wounded Men were laid 
on the Ground, with their Ammu- 
nition- Bread ſet by them, and left 


105 


expoſed to the Sun and Fortune. 


The General himſelf had only his own 
or | Valet 
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Action, and for the Loſs or Diſabi- 


Expedition to STEILY. 
Valet de Chambre to drefs his Wound, 
and attend him. It was a moving 
Spectacle to the Admiral, to meet 
with great Numbers of poor W retches 
in his way up to the Camp, ſome en- 


deavouring, with the Support of theit 


Wives or Comrades, to crawl down 


to the Sea - ſide, in order to get a Paſ- 
ſage over to the Hoſpital at Reggio; 


others unable to go on from Pain ot 
Faintneſs, falling down on the Earth, 
and left to die there. This is a great 


Blemiſh of their Service, and gives 
handle to the Maxim which their 
Enemies would fix on them, That 


they account it cheaper to get a Man 
than cure one, and ſo give themſelves 
little Concern for his Recovery. 
Such an univerſal Dejection had 
reigned throughout the Army on ac- 
count of the ill Succeſs of the late 


lity of ſo many brave Officers; and 
they had ſuch continual Apprehen- 


ſions, 
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ſions, that the fiery Temper of their 


General would order them on ano- 
ther Attack, that their Joy on the 
Arrival of the Admiral was inexpreſ- 
ſible. They looked on him as their 
Deliverer, who alone, they thought, 
could extricate them from their pre- 
{ent Difficulties and Mis fortunes, and 
influence their General with cool and 
prudent Councils. In the Morning 
early he viſited General Zumjungen, 
the ſecond Perſon in the Army, whofe 
ſedate deliberate Temper had procu- 


ted him great Eſteem and Confidence 


among the Soldiery. “ He com- 


« plained much of the General's 


« raſh Impatience, in not giving time 


« to all the Troops to come up; 
« which if he had done, and had 
« delayed the Attack till next Morn- 
« ing, they would have had the 
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© whole Day before them, have 


* judged better of the Meaſures 
« for carrying it on, which would 


cc then 
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their Looks to the Admiral, he ad- 


ee wherein he reminded him of the 
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ce then have been diſpoſed in another 
c manner, and with more reaſona- 
« ble Expectation of Succeſs; and 
ce that this was not his own ſingle 
« Opinion, but that of all the othet 
ce Officers. He bewailed the little 
“ Regard the General gave to the 
6 Advice of his Officers, and en- 
te treated him to oppoſe any Over- 
ce ture he might make, at the Con- 
ce ſultation, for another Attack, which 
ce he feared was not out of his 
e Head, and that he (the Admiral) 
ce only had Credit enough to diſſuade 
cc him from it. 5 
Ihe principal Officers of the Army 
being met in the General's Tent, the 
firſt Point he put in queſtion was, 
Whether the Enemy ſhould be at- 
tacked again? The Officers keep- 
ing a long Silence, and directing 


A $A 


A 


dreſſed his Speech to the General, 


cc Warn- 
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e Warning he had formerly given 
« him not to deſpiſe the Enemy, 
« whoſe Numbers and Reſolution he 
« now experienced to be otherw iſe 


« than what he had expected; he 


« ſaid, that he had viewed the Situ- 


« ation of the Enemy's Camp the 
Night before, and — he did 
e not pretend to much Judgement in 
« the Operations of Land- Service, 
« yet it hems to his plain Under- 
« ſtanding, that for one Army to 


attack another, equal in number, 


0 


* 


under the ſhelter of ſtrong and 
« almoſt impregnable Intrenchments, 
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e was rather an Undertaking of De- 


* 


* 


ſpair than Diſcretion, and could 
not be attended with any reaſon- 
« able hopes of Succeſs.” All the 
other Officers declaring themſelves of 
the ſame Opinion, that Queſtion was 
laid aſide. It came next under De- 
liberation, What the Army was to 
do? The General's Opinion was, 

<> That 


* 
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e That it was inſufficient for a ſpeedy 
.* Conqueſt of the Iſland, in regard 
ec the Enemy had as numerous an 
« Army, with all the ſtrong" Hold; 
and Magazines in their Poſſeſſion, 
« and the Affection of the People I © 
tc on their fide, That as they could Ill © 
ic not continue where they were, it il © 
« was his Opinion, they ſhould Ii © 
« march into the fertile Country Ill © 
ce about Catania, and endeavour to N 
t make themſelves Maſters of Au- 
© guſta; or elſe canton themſelves Ill * 
« about Syracuſa for their better Sub- g 
« ſiſtance, till new and effectual Sup- 
46 plies of Troops were ſent from 
«G .” To this the Admiral 
replied, <* That he was ſo much of 
<« his Opinion, that they wanted a 
« farther Reinforcement of Men, 
<« that upon the firſt News of the 
ce ill Succeſs of the Battle, he had 
* wrote to the Viceroy of Naples his 

« Sentiments accordingly ; 2 in- 
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ly © deed the Courts of London and 
4 © Paris did earneſtly preſs the carry- 
n ing on the Enterpriſe againſt Sar- 
1; dinia; but when they ſhould come 
| to be informed of the State of 
E Affairs, they would probably con- 
d ſent to have the Army, deſigned 
4 for that 2 paſs firſt into 
d © Sicily, which, as things ſtood, he 
ry i © thought the neareſt way to the 
o © Conqueſt of both Iſlands. That 
after his Departure from them, he 
ez would immediately go to Naples, 
b. © and labour that Point with the 
p. proper Courts, with all the Ear- 
m neſtneſs and Application poſſible. 
That as to their marching in the 
of mean time into the Country about 
: i © Catania for Subſiſtance, he appre- 
* © hended, it would give the World 
he “ a worſe Opinion of the late Ac- - 
d“ tion than it deſerved, and make 
is | it be concluded, that they had been 
n- | © defeated and difabled ; which would 
ce blemiſh 
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blemiſh the Credit of their Arms, 


and give too much Spirit to the 
Enemy, and to the Sicihians in 
their Intereſt. That being now 


joined by the Recruits he had ſent 
them, and the Battalions from S/ 


te racuſa being daily expected, they 


would be in a condition to a& 
offenſively, and advance the Em- 
peror's Affairs; that Auguſta was 
out of the way, and not worth 
their Attention; and delaying their 
time there was drawing the War 
into unneceſſary Length; but that 
the way lay open to Meſſma, the 
beſieging of which City would 
ſupport the Character of their 
Arms, and the taking it make the 


Reduction of the reſt of the Iſland 


eaſy. That as to what regarded 
the Fleet, the Experience of the 


| laft Winter, in keeping two Squa- 


drons, one within, the other with- 
out the Fare, to block up the 
| cc Ships 
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« Ships in Meſſms, and ſecure the 
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6, Paſlage of the Proviſions which * 


« the Army at Melazzo dtew from 
« Calabria and Apulia, had deter- 


« mined him never to hazard again 
« the Deſtruction of his Maſter's 


« Ships on a Service of ſuch evi- 


dent Danger, in that tempeſtuous 
« Seaſon; without having a Port to 


« ſhelter or befriend him. That the 
Reduction of Meſſina was their 


« mutual Intereſt, as his Ships would 
« then clean there, and be more ar 
« hand to aſſiſt them; and the Cauſe 
« of the Blockade being removed, 
« he ſhould be able to Kad a De- 
« tachment to cruize on the Coaſts 
4 of Spain, which would ſtraiten 
© the Enemy, and obſtruct their 
« ſending Succours into Sicily.” This 
Remonſtrance had the weighs it de- 
ſerved, and not only convinced, but 
gave great Satisfaction to the Gene- 
tal and his Officers; eſpecially _ 

I E 
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his removing an Objection of their 
being in want of -Cannon for Battery, 
by agreeing to ſpare them out of 
the Spaniſh Prizes, 27 Cannon of 
Twenty-four Pounders, 1 2 of eigh- 
teen, and as many of twelve Poun- 
ders; with a proportionable Quan- 
tity of Powder and Ball, to enable 
them to begin the Siege, and pro- 
miſing to iche ſtrongly at Naples 
for remitting to the Army all things 
neceſſary for carrying on that impor- 
tant Service with Succeſs. 
The Conference being over, the 
Admiral took his Leave, the General 
and all the Officers expreſſing the 
t Eſteem and Affection for 
him at their parting, and being eſ- 
corted down to the Water - ſide, he 
embarked in the neareſt Man of 
War, and without regard to his own | 
Dignity of moving at the Head of 
a Fleet, failed away with two Ships 
only, and after an impatient Paſſage 


of 


| WY = > 


my, — i. C2 


Cm 2 


FEY _— rr_ 


pL —_— «a 


Expedition to Stetty. 115 
of eleven Days, a time tedious to a 
„Mind active and charged with im- 
portant Affairs, he arrived at Naples, = 
f F where the firſt thing he heard wich | 
great Surprize and | Concern, was, 
chat his Friend Count Dam was te- 
moved from the Government, and 
e departed for Vienna, tho his Time 
vas nor expired, and that Count De - 
” I Gallas was cone thither in his room. 
The diſplacing at that Juncture a 
Man fo experienced in military AF- 
fairs, was a Step very inconvenient 
Jo the Emperor Intereſt, and an 
LY inhappy Effect of Court Faction; 
© IN for br the hew Viceroy Was a Man 
of undoubred Worth and Honour, 
- If cd ſuſtained the Character of Am- 
baſſador at the Courts of England 
and Rome with high Dignity and 
” | Magnificence, and in quieter times 
f night have filled his Voten 
vich great Sufficiency and Applauſe, 
= || yer not being bred a Soldier, it was 
f 4 not 
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not to be expected, he could fo rea- 


dily comprehend the Springs of Mo- 


tion in Armies, or foreſee every Pro- 
viſion neceſſary for Military Opera- 
tions, the timely Supplies of which 
are the ſureſt Foundations of Succeſs 
— 2 | bale 

Alfter the firſt Civilities, the Ad- 
miral entering into Conference with 
the Viceroy, painted out to him in 
very lively Colours the. State of the 
Imperial Army in Sicily, © where the 
« Fyent of things, he ſaid, had not 
ce anſwered the ſanguine Hopes they 


« had flattered themſelves with on 
« their landing in that Iſland; that 


« inſtead of trampling over the Ene- 


« my, they had received ſuch a 


mo 


« Shock themſelves, as very. much 


humbled their. Spirits and Expec- 


0 


A 


ce rations, and had been fo far from 
« making Impreſſion on an Army 


c favoured and aſſiſted by the Na- 
« tives, that they were reduced to 


ec think 


„ * 
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« think of their own Preſervation, 
« being 3 among barren 
« Mountains, 

« carious Subſiſtances from the Sea, 
« and in. a Country where every 
« Man they faw was their Enemy; 
4 and finally, that without a Rein- 
« forcement, equal to another Army 
the Conqueſt of that Kingdom 
« was 'impraCticable.” The Admi- 
tal having proceeded thus far, was 
cautious of touching on the Army 
that lay in the Milaveſe deſigned for 
Sardinia; for by the laſt Letters, the 
Courts of England, France, and Tu- 
rin were ſtill very preſſing for that 
Expedition; but he demanded of the 
Viceroy, whether the Emperor had 
any conſiderable number of Troops 
in Italy, beſides thoſe deſigned for 
Sardinia, to which he replying, he 


believed not; he asked, whether, if 


thoſe Troops deſigned for Sardinia 
were immediately ſent over to Sicily, 
I 3 they 


epending on a pre- 


1 
E 
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they could ſoon be replaced by other 


Troops from Germany, to go on 
that Expedition, which the Viceroy 
doubting, he then ſpoke qut his opi. 
nion plainly, “ that the Expedition 
„to Sardinia ought to be laid aſide 
c for the preſcnt; that the carrying 


A 


I 

on both. e mes 
would end in the Failure of both, 
and that the ſhorteſt way of. get: 
ting both Iflands, Was by CON; 


QEnag one firſt,” _ The Viceroy 


A 


La, 


o 
c 


C 
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replied, © That the Propoſition was 
« ſo much; for: his, Maſter's Intereſt, 
« that his Concurrence with it was 
« not to be dqubted, but that he 
4 feared, he was not at liberty to 
« divert, thoſe Troops, without the 
« Conſent of the other Courts in 
Alliance, and prayed the Admiral 
« to make the proper. Repreſenta- 
« tions thereupon to them, as he 
* would do himſelf to the Emperor. 
The Conference being over, the 

Count 


A 


C 


A 


A 


A. at =  ©A% © ve 


8 hed Tz wy 


* 


Expelition to S101 LV. 


Count de Lgus ville whom Count H- 


Mercy had ſent with the Admiral to 
Naples, - was diſpatched away to Ven- 
na, with Inſtructions to lay before 


that Court the State of Wen. Affairs 
in Sicily, and the Mealures propoſed 
for retrieving chem. 

Naples ſeemed to be at chis time 
he Center of Affairs in Europe. All 
the Powers in the Quadruple Alli- 
ance, as well as thoſe who had any 
Concerns with them, had Miniſters 
there to watch over theit reſpective 
Intereſts, and drew their Meaſures 
from Infotmation of what paſſed 
there. The Admiral went from the 
9 to viſit the Marquis de Breil 

k, the King of Sardinias Miniſter, 
and ſhewing him the weak Condition 
of the Imperial Arms in Sicily, and 
that the Expedient of — the 
Troops deſigned for Sardinia thither, 
was 10 Effect of invincible Neceſſi- 
vey and not a Pretence for Poſtpo- 
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at 02 till the Sentiments of the 


ning his Maſter's Intereſts; which the n 


eſe Ships, which ſhe had taken off 
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Courts of England and France had as ho 
much at heart as thoſe of the Empe- 
ror, he convinced that . Miniſter of 
the reaſonableneſs of the Meaſure, 
who, at his requeſt, repreſented the 
matter in a true Light to, his own 
Court, and obtained his Maſter's 


Concurrence.  . 


- 


qt During the Admiral's Stay at Na- 
ples, the Grafton brought in two Ge- 


of Palermo, with 600 Swiſs Recruits 
on board for the Spaniſh Army, who 
were committed Priſoners to the Ca- 
tles. The Lenox ran a third aſhore 
with about 200 more Soldiers, and 
burnt her, but moſt of the Men 


There being nothing more to do 


ſeveral Courts were known upon the 
propoſed Alteration of Meaſures, the 
Admiral determined in the mean 


time 
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ime to paſs over again into Sicih, 


Ks 


: 


hoping to find the Army before Meſ- 


ſna, in which Caſe his "Aſſiſtance 


would be wanted. He had then 
a ſtrong feveriſh Diſorder hanging 
z very low Condition; a little Reſt 
ſeemed” neceſſary for his Recovery, 
but his Heart was with the Army, 
den, The Viceroy too was 
then ill in Bed of a Fever; they were 


2 — 1 5 
* N 8 
8 7 


deſirous of ſeeing each other before 


the Admiral 'departed, having ſome 
neceſſary Points to ſettle together. 
The Admiral ſcarce able to ſtand, 
was carried to the Viceroys Bed - ſide, 
where being ſeated, they could do 


little more than give broken and im- 


Hints to each other of what 


their minds laboured with, and were 
ſoon obliged to put an End to a 
Conference, wherein the weakneſs 
of their Bodies did not ſecond —— 
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Campania of Rome in — days, 
which they eſteem fatal. ii. dez 


| Count 5 Mercy 
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Zeal of their Hearts for the Publick 
Service. The Admiral compliment 
ed the Viceroy with as many of hi 
Swiſs Priſoners, as would be ntceſſi 
ry 19, exchange what Germans were 
Priſoners in Sicily, and taking a final 
Leave of him, embarked for that 
Illand. The Viceroy died two days 
after, whoſe. Sicknele, the Italians at- 
and, to his travelling through the 


threw! "= Affairs of chat Kingdom 
into great Oonfuſion, the collateril 
Council aſſuming the Government, 
and the military Power refuſing to 
obey their Orders, which proved no 
ſmall Diſſervice and Rerandment to 
the Affairs in Sicily. - ft: 

During the Admiral s | Abus 
being ſtruck blind 
wich an Apoplectick Fit, was obli- 
ged to quit the Camp, and paſs over 
0 t for Advice, leaving the 


Command 
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er ong and obſtinate De- 
je | fence. In the mean time Count De 
1 | Mercy 
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Mercy burning with Impatience to 
lye Idle at Reggio, notwithſtanding 
the Anguiſh of Nis Wound, and the 
Surgeons not being able to get the 
Ball out of his Body, as ſoon as ever 
he began to ſee a little with one Eye, 
returned to the Camp before "Meſſ- 
na. The Admiral after a Paſſage of 
five days anchored” the 28th off of 
the Point of the Fare, and being too 
weak to go out of his Ship, ſent his 
firſt Captain aſhore to the General to 
acquaint him with his Proceedings 
at Naples; and learning that he was 


in great want of Powder, ſent him a 


conſiderable Supply. 7. 
The Imperialifls having taken the 
Caſtle of Gonzaga, which ſtands on a 
Hill over the City; and the Baſtion 
of the Town, called Secreto, having a 
conſiderable Breach made in it, and 
the Governor having withdrawn his 
Troops from the Town into the Ci- 
tadel, the Senate of Meſſma ſent out 
8 | Depuries 
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Deputies: to capitulate upon Articles; 
but the General deſiring to know, 
whether he was to treat with them as 
Subjects of the Emperor, or as Ene- 
mies; if as the former, he bid them 
open their Gates, and receive his 
Troops, and he would interpoſe his 
good Offices with the Emperor in 
their Favour; but if he was to treat 
vith them as Enemies, they were to 
get the beſt Terms they could for 
themſelves, and he gave them leave 
o go back into the Town to. con- 
lt with their Principals about it. 
They returned the 3 Evening, 
id told the General, that the next 
Morning, as ſoon as it was day, they 
vould open their Gates, and rely on 
he Emperor's Clemency, and ac- 
cordingly the Troops marched in the 
ith Auguſt, and took Poſſeſſion. 

The City being taken, the Ad- 
miral landed ſome Engliſo Grenadiers 
who took the Tower of the Fare, - 


which 
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which opening a free Paſſage for his 
Ships, he came to an Anchor in 
Paradiſe. Road, which the Officers of 
the Spaniſh Men of * in the Mole 
perceiving, and deſpairing now of 
getting out to Sea, they unbent theit 
Sails, and unrigged their Ships, er- 
pecting their Fate with that of the 
Citadel. This gave the Admital 


great Eaſe, and enabled him to en- 


on other Services, which 
attended the blocking up of 
that Port. e 
It came now to be matter of De- 
bate, what was to be done with thoſe 
Ships when the Citadel ſhonld be ta- 
ken, and they fall into their hands, 
Signor Scarampi, General of the King 
Sardinias Gallies, firſt ſtatted the 
Queſtion, and claimed the two beſt 
of 60 and 64 Guns, new Ships, which 
had belonged: to his Maſter, and were 
ſeized by the Spaniards in the Port of 
Palermo. He grounded his Right on 


4 


4 Convention made at Vienna 2 9th 


baanber 2713, in which it was ſaid, 
J chat as to the Ships belonging to 
che King of Sardinia, if they be 
, taken in Port, they ſhall be reſtor- 
ed to him; but that this ſhall be re- 
J ferred to Admiral Byng to anſwer.“ 
Jo this the Admiral r yd, cc that 


this Convention having been only 
« a' Ground-work for another to be 
made at Naples, he could be di- 
« rected by none but that which had 
been made in conſequence thereof 
„in April 4719, between the Vice- 
roy of Naples, the Marquis de Breil- 
© le Miniſter of Sardinia, and him- 


© freely declare, he could not think 
© the King of Sardinia had any Sha- 
dow of Title ro them; that they 


c their 


Fa 
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« ſelf, in which no Mention is made 
© of thole Shi * and as to the Re- 
ference to his Opinion, he did 


* had been taken by the Enemy, 
© were now fitted out and armed at 
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ce their Expence, and under their Co- 


ce Jours; that they would put out to 


© Sea, if he did not hinder them, and 


« attack all Engliſh. Ships they met 


cc with, and if ſtronger, take them; 


cc ſo that he could not conſider them 
&« in any Light than, what they were, 
cc the Ships of an Enemy.” Count 


De Mercy next put in his Claim for 


the Emperor, alledging, < that a 
ce thoſe Ships would be found with- 
ce in the Port of a Town taken by 


cc his Maſter's Arms, 5 according to 


ee watch and obſerve thoſe Ships, that 


« the Right of Nations, they be- 
« longed to him.“ The Admiral 
replied, that it was owing to his 
« keeping two Squadrons on pur- 


<<. Pole, and at a great Hazard, to 


ce they were now confined within the 
« Port, which if he was to with- 
ec draw, they would till be able to 
«« go to Sea, and he ſhould have 2 


&« chance of meeting with and taking 


c them.“ 
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them. But reflecting afterwards 
vith himſelf, that poſſibly the Gar- 
tion might capitulate for the ſafe 

t Return of athoſe Ships into Spain, 

- 


vhich he was determined | never to 
ſuffer ; That, on the other | hand, 
the right of Poſſeſſion might breed an 
inconvenient Diſpute among the Prin 
ces concerned, and il it ſhould prove, 
that (they: did not belotig to England, 
it were better they brlonged to no 
Body, he propoſed to Count De |Mey- 
q to ſet iſupia Battery, and deſtroy 
them as they lay in the Baſon; who 
urging, chat he had no Orders con- 
cetning choſe Ships, and muſt write 
to Vienna for Inſtructions about it, the 
Admiral reply d with ſome Warmth; 
that he could not want a Power to 
ic © deſtroy! every thing that belonged to 
„che Enemy, and inſiſted on it with 
o ſo much firmneſs, that the General 
2 being concerned in Intereſt not to car- 
g I- Matters to a diſagreement, 9 
„ K 
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ed a Battery to be erected, 'norwith- 
ſtanding the Proteſtations of Staram- 
pi, which in a little time funk and 
deſtroyed them, and compleated the 
Ruin of the naval Power of Spain. 10 
In five days after the taking of the 
Caſtles of iCaftelazzo and Marapriffon 
to ſurrender, and being thus become 
Maſters of all the ur Sage 
nencies about the City, che ed 
thernſelves to the Siege of 3 
where, from the Strength of the 
Place, the numerous e Pro- 
vided Garriſon, and the great Nepu- 
tation of the Governor, "they were 
fure to meet with a very warm and 
vigorous Reſiſtance, and the more, 
as the "Germans were ill provided 
wich neceſſaries for ſuch an Under- 
taking. ln | fs 6 kl 9 £3. 3 . 
On the 1th Auguſt, the Count 
de Lignewille arrived in the Camf 
from YViema, with the good New 
. 5 
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of the :Emperor's having 3 "II 
res to the Goyetnor' of Milan 
ſend: his Troops which lay e 
Milane ſe; and were ed for Sav- 
4nia, down to Vado, in order to be 
e tranſported. into Sicily; i He braughit 
a gracious Letter from che Emperor 
, | to the: Admiral, wherein he fignified 
+ % him, * 6 his App obation of a 
«Proj ect chat v the Effect of his 
9 Zealand Activity; the Satisfac- 
© tion he had in 7 Conduct, 
« and for his Love and Attachment 
c to ckis- Perſon. and Auguſt 
Houſe; and on all Occaſions he 
© ſhould give him Marks of his Af 
« fection and Eſteem, and of his 
bak pag Remembrance of the 'Ser- 
« vices he had done him.” | 
The Tranſportation of ehe Troops 
from Genoa to Sioily was a Service of 
uach Moment, and diſpatch in it fo 
ny,” "Gat" che — deter- 
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rience of the Slowneſs of the Ger 
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mined to conduct that Affair him- 
ſelt, well knowing from his Expe⸗ 


mant in all their Undertakings, how 
much his Weight and Credit were 
neceſſary to give their Mations that 
Quickneſs which their Affairs requi- 
red; and having intimated his Re- 
ſolution to Count De Mercy of pal- 5 
ſing over to Naplec, | and W from 
thence to Genoa: for that purpoſe, he I © 
prayed the Admiral to repteſent plain- © 
ly his Wants to the Government of 
Naples, which no body knew or un- 
derſtood better than himſelf, and 
giving him a Liſt of what Particu- 
lars he wanted, added, jocoſely, . that 
« as the Siege was a Child of his 
« own begetting, he ought to nurſe 
«.jt, as well for his own fake, as for 


(„c the common Intereſt.” n. 


The Admiral ſailed the 16th of If 
Auguſt, and anchored the 23d be- || ! 
fore Naples, where the Cardinal De li 
| „ } © IP 
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Schr otteubach Was newly arr ived | by 
Sea from Rome, in quality of Vice- 
toy. The next Day the Admiral 
went to the Palace, and entering in- 
to Conference with the Cardinal, re- 

preſented to him, how much the 
« Army had ſuffered from the Di- 
« viſions of the Government during 
« the Interregnum; that the Siege 
« they were employed in was a de- 
« ciſive Point, on which the Fate 
of the Iſland depended; and ſet- 
ting before him the evil Conſe- 
quences that would attend a Miſcar- 
nage by the want of neceſſary Sup- 
plies from his Government, he put 
into his Hand a Liſt of Particulars 
he had received from the General. 
The Cardinal was an honeſt good- 
natur d Man, and very willing to 
forward Affairs, but had no great 
Talents for Buſineſs. His high Qua- 
lity had advanced him to the Pur- 
ple, being Lord of a Principality in 


K 3 Bo- 
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Bohemia, with ſome Marks of Sove- 
reighty.. He was appointed to ma- 
nage the Emperor's Affairs at Romy 
after the Departure of Count Galla, 
and, at his Death, ſucceeded him in 
his Government. He told the Ad. 
mital, „ That by the Accounts he 
6c had received from the proper Of- 
«. ficers, there was not in the Stores 
te the quantity of Cannon and Am- 
ce munition which the General de- 
* manded; that he would fend to 
« Mantua for ſome Cannon, which 
a nſported down the P- 


N 
. 


might be tra 
into the Adriatick, and ſo on by 
ce Sea to Meſſma, where 'pollibly, 
te if no croſs. Accidents happened, 
ce they might arrive in two Mohths 
te time.” The Admiral coming to 
know, that thoſe Cannon had no 
Carriages, the Cardinal thought he 
ſatisfied that Objection, by laying, 
ee he would fend ſome Carpenter 
e into the Woods of Abruzzo to cut 

. 


c 


A 


* 


ww 7. 


no re. ww ww wa "_— ww SG cs 289V1f_ Yo 3 1 12 17 44 _ eas 


« down "Timber for Carriages.” 
Theſe and the like unſoldierlike Pro- 
polals, gave the Admiral a ſenſible 
Regret of the Lofs of Count Daum, 
in whoſe room he found himſelf co- 
operating with a Viceroy better qua: 
fed for his Breviary, than for Cham 
eil in Operations of War, and whoſe 
Court was crowded with Monks and 
Prieſts, and ſuch like diſagrecable Ob- 


jets, inſtead of Men of Buſineſs 


and Service. The Viceroy returned 
the next Day the Admiral's Viſit, 
and upon reconſidering the ſeveral 
Points in the General's 5 

ſame Difficulties recurred about com- 
plying with them, efpecially as to 
the Cannon and Ammunition. The 
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emands, the 


Viceroy ſaid, „ he would ſummon 


« all the General Officers in Town, 
ec and conſult with them about fand- 
“ ing out Expedients to ſatisfy the 
« Wants of the Army, which was 


e all that was in his Power to do;” 


* K 4 upon 
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upon which the Admiral | deſired his 
Eminence, that after they had at- 
c tended him and taken thoſe Mat- 
et ters into Con 3 he might 
ce have a Conference with them. 
Accordingly the next Day the Ge- 
neral Officers came to the Admirals 
Houſe, and entering into Converſa- 
tion together upon the Particulars of 
the Generals Demands, which lay 
before them, the Articles relating to 
Corn and Recruits were ſoon got 
over, but the main Difficulty was 
the Demand of Cannon and Am- 


munition. The Admiral told them, 


« Thar Count De Mercy had not a- 
e bove twenty Cannon in Battery, 


« that he was within two hundred 
e Paces of the Counterſcarp of the 
« Citadel, and hoped he ſhould not 
« be forced to ſtop in ſo fair a way, 
« for want of neceſſary Supplies; 
« and that he would be contented, 
ce jf they could ſend him but ten or 


« twelve 
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« twelve Cannon from Naples,. with 
« a proportionable quantity of Pow- 
« der and Ball.“ The Officer of 
the Ordnance attending, gave in a 
liſt of eight Cannon, which he ſaid 
might be taken from the Mole and 
Batteries of the City, and ſent to 
Melina; but upon Enquiry, the) 

. 
y Pounders, ſome without Ball, 
others without Carriages, all of 
them too unweildy, and unfit for 
Battery. He then delivered in to 
them a State of all the Ordnance 
dtores in the Kingdom, upon exa- 
mining of which, the General Of- 


ficers unanimouſſy confeſſed, chat the 


whole Country was not able to fur- 
niſn the Cannon and Ammunition 
which Count De Mercy wanted. This 
was ſuch a, Declaration of Weakneſs, 
5 Was not to be expected in ſo fine 
2 Kingdom. The Admiral now 
plainly, perceiving, that the _ 
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kad no 'Reſſource but what lay in 
himſelf, generouſly ſent them twenty- 
four Pieces of Cannon of eighteen 
Pounders, belonging to the Span 
Prizes, and a proportionable -quantixy 
of Powder and Shot, contentin 
himſelf with the ſingle Credit of the 
General for Repayment to the Cap- 
tors, and at the ſame time wrote to 
Gema and Leghorn to purchaſe 1 000 


Barrels more of Powder, engaging 


his own Security to the Britiſh Con- 
ſuls for their Repayment. 
Duting theſe Tranſactions, a num- 
ber of Tranſports having been pro- 
vided at Naples, the Admiral | ſent 
them under a Convoy to Vado, and 
having diſpatched his other Affait 
with the Cardinal, departed after 
them, and atrived at Genoa the-7th 
of September. The Town ſaluted his 
Flag with twenty-one Guns, and his 
Perſon with ten Guns and twenty 
Chambers, and the Republic mw 
| 0 
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off ſix Deputies, ihitee of the old, 
and as many of che new | Nobility, 
w compliment him upon his Ar- 
W 9106949 0). BRO DUR 
The Admiral had been made to 
believe, that by the time of his Ar- 
rival at Genoa, the Army would be 
ready to embark; bur he found 
every thing in extreme Backwardneſs. 
the Troops had not fo much as be- 
gun theit March from the Milaneſe, 
nor could get to Vado in leſs than 
4 Fortnight; v 


ery few Proviſions or 
Neceſſaries had been bought up, 
and none ſhipped; nor were the 
Tranfport Veſſels properly fitted for 
the Reception of the Troops. Count 
De Bonnewal, who was to command 
this Body, arriving the next Day, 
went on board the Admiral, and 
with great Mortification underſtand- 
ing that he intended to tranſport 
his Army to Melazzo, and even to 
Meſſina, if Count De Mercy ſhould 
En think 


/ 
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think it neceſſary, and that in the 
mean time he wanted to ſend ſome 
of his Artillery before, with Powder 
and Ball, to able that General to 
uſn on the Siege of the Citadel, 
of began in a boaſting manner to 
tell the Admiral „ that his Army 
« was upon an independent Eſta- 
« bliſhment, and to act under his 
« own ſeparate Command, That 
te the Project was, for him to be te- 
« inforced with Troops from Count 
ct De Mercy, and to march from 
« Melazzo to reduce. Palermo, and 
« that part of the Iſland; and there- 
e fore he could not ſpare the Ar- 
ce tillery, which he ſhould want on 
« that Service; and that as to * 
« Count De Mercy had already 
de nough with him to take xa Ge 
te add,” The Admiral replied, 
« That it was no part of his 


« Intentions to enter into any Rea- 
ec ſoning about the ſeparate Com; 


« mand 
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mand intended for him in Sicily, 
but that he was ſure Count De 
« Mercy would never conſent to his 
acting, much leſs reinforce him 
«wich Troops to act, on any ſe- 
« parate Service, till after the Re- 
« duction of the Citadel, which 
© could not be effected without a 
Supply of Cannon and Ammu- 
© nition," and that the quickeſt way 
for his entring on the Execution 
of any ſuch ſeparate Projects, was 
& to have that Service firſt over. 
Bonneval then fell a railing at Count 
Coloredo, Governor of Milan, to 
vhom he imputed all the Delays 
ind Obſtructions in this Affair; 
© that he could never get from him 
% Liſt of the Troops deſigned 
© to ſerve under him; that he took 
« no care about the Proviſions; nor 
« ſupplied the Military Cheſt, the 
« Artillery, or any other Contin- 
« gents of the Army, according to 
571 0 ce the 


pe | 
Pond . 
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e che Regulation made by the Counz 
cel ot War at Hema 7 and that 
« /he-was tefolved nct to ſtir with- 
<« gut. his full Cornplement,:: which 
e \was: g/ Men.” Theſe thingy 
greatly embarraſſed the Admiral; but 
the next Day the Governor having 
{cnt his Secretary and Adjutant- Ge- 
neral to the Admiral, to compliment 
him upon his Arrival, they juſtiſied 
every part of his Conduct, and con- 
vinced the Admiral, that Count De 
Bamewal had not ſtated things in 4 
fair Light; and indeed in the whole 
courſe of this Tranſaction, the Go- 
vernor of Milan, who was a: Man 
of Honour and Integrity, was not 
wanting in any thing, that depended 
on his Care and Power; but his good 
Intentions were ill ſeconded by the 
Sloth: or Knavery of the Commiſſi. 
cable Trouble, After much pains, I l 
got two Veſſels ſent away undet ff ſe 


Convoy 
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Convoy of A Man of War, wich 
ſome Cannon: and Ammunition far 
the Army at Aeſma; but as to the 
main Point, he met with great Per- 
proviſions and Neceſſaries on board 
he Tranſports, chat they might be 
Forces, without any the leaſt ching 
| being done in ita Upon complain 
ing of which to Count De Bonneual, 
be contented himſelf with laying the 
Blame on the Cotmiſſaries, who, 
he laid, would do what they pleaſed, 
in ſpite of all that he could day to 
them, and being appointed by the 
Aulick Council of War at Hema, 
had no d to bis Authority or” 
Orders. With Difficulty the Admi- 
mal | got them ro -come T0'2 -Confe-1 
rence: at che Generals Hanle, where 
laying before them a State of the 
ſexaral Particulars fill wanting > 
v20T the 
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of each Particular, he plainly: ſhewed 
them, that it might eaſily be com- 
paſſed in ſeven. He then told them, 
c That as the Governor of Milay 
cc had aſſured him, that the laſt Co- 
ce lumn of Troops would be at V. 


<«- do the 2 3d, if any thing hindered 
te their embarking the next Day, he 
ce would: be trifled with no longer, 
ce but go away to Meſſma, where'his 
6 Preſence was wanted, and leave 2 
ce Convoy to follow with the Troops; 

ec and adviſed them to conſider ſe- 

ce riouſly of the Blame they would 

4 incur from their Negligence.” This 
brought them to promiſe, that al 

the Proviſions, Ammunition, and 

_— Neceſſaries ſhould be got ready 

and ſhipped off by the time appoint- 
ir 8 85 They 
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They being accordingly arrived on 
the 23d, and the Admiral having 


N made a Diſpoſition to embark them, 
; | the commanding Officer ſent him 
| 


word; that very little of the Provi- 
ſions were ſhipped on board the 
Tranſports, that moſt part of the 
Biſcuit and Wine was wanting, that 
there was no Salt, Oil, Brandy and 
Tobacco, nor any Hay or Oats; 
nor could he get any clear Anſwer 
from the chief Commiſſary; by what 
time thoſe things could be provided. 
The Admiral ſending his Firſt Cap- 
nin to find out-thoſe Officers he 
concealed | himſelf from his Sight; 
and indeed the whole Conduct of 
thoſe Officers» looked as if they 
delignedly delayed, inſtead of for- 
warding this Service. As to Count 
De Bonnewal, who had been appoint- 
ed to command thoſe Forces on the 
intended Expedition to Sardinia, he 
was ſo diſguſted at his Diſappoint- 
LE : 


ment, 
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so, on the 27th of Sepremler, 
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ment, and the diverting them do a 
ee Service, and to find him. 

oing to act under the Com- 

8 of another, that he gave him. 
Gif no trouble to forward the Ser- 
vice, bur ſpent his whole Time in 
Pleaſures at Genoa. After inctedible 
Pains and Labour, and at laſt ſuck 
Menaces às the Commiſlaries, and 
even Bonne himſelf, be — to = 
afraid of, the Admiral thiþ' 
Troops to the number of —_ 


with ſuch Proviſions as could: be 
got, and leaving a Man of War to 
convoy the Remainder when ready, 

failed "be > $th from Vado, but 4 
blowing very freſh the 2 th in the 
Night, the Sattees and Tarrans with 
about C 60 Men on board, and ſome 
Horſes and B e, parted from 
the Fleet, 104 1850 in with the 
Shore for Shelter. The Admiral re- 


* Letters, in * Paſſage, from 


Count 
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Count” DV Meroy, requeſting, chat 
the Troops might not land at Me- 
ro, but go on to Meſſn he ſtood 
Jay for che Fave, Arwen be⸗ 
bre Aeſſas the 8th of Offober, which 

= elevated the Spirits of the Army, 


hat upoi che firſt: fight of the Fleet, 
Ie ee: Carta Walls with 500 0 
Men made a vigotous Attack upb 
the Half-Moon which was neareſt to 
their Ap 
wich 


aches, and carried it but 
Lek of 103 killed, and 
% wounded. The Admiral re- 
pairing aſhere to the General's Quar- 

ters, Was embraced by him and all 
the General Officers with the moſt 
render Marks of Affection and Gta- 
lation, the whole Army being over- 
joy'd- to ſee a Man who always 
brought them Relief and Succeſs, 
and very Good rhat attended them. 
On che x 5th, at ten in che Morn- 
"Gs the Imperiatiſts afſaulted tlie 
Comtieer- Guard;- and mounted to rhe 


L 2 top 


148 Expedition to S1C1 LY; 


FER. 


top of the Breach with great Gallan- 
try, but, after two Hours very warm 
work, were repulſed with the Loſs of 
120 Men killed, and 627 wounded, 
The Governor having acquitted him- 
ſelf with great Honour in this Re- 
pulſe, as well as in the general De- 
fence of the Place, and finding himſelf 
unable to hold ic longer, beat a Par- 
ley the next day, and ſurrendered up- 
on Articles. On the 1 2th 6 oo In 
perial Grenadiers marched in, and 
took Poſſeſſion of a Gate of the Ci. 
tadel. On the 2 iſt the Spaniſb Gal- 
riſon, marched out through the 
Breach, and were tranſpored by Se: n 
to Auguſta. Thus ended a Sjege of 

91 days, which coſt the German; 1 
above 5000 Men killed or wound - 
ed. LE TT P 
Count Je Bomeval finding his b 
Troops incorporated with the Army, © 
and his Projects of a ſeparate Com- 
mand vaniſhed, ' pretended DHS 
= 4 an 
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and getting leave to go to Reggio for 
Advice, he repaired to Vienna, and 
returned- no more to the Army. He 
was a Native of France,. and had all 
the Sprightlineſs and Levity of that 
Nation. He was a gallant Officer, 
had received many Wounds, and ſtill 
feels the painful Remembrance of a 


149 


moſt terrible one he got in Hungary. 


He had no Zeal for the Service of his 
Prince, any farther than it ſuited his 
own Intereſt or Ambition, to which 
he willingly ſacrificed his Duty. While 
the Admiral gave himſelf incredible 


Pains at Genoa and Vado to uicken 


the Departure of the Army, he was 
thought to throw in the Way all the 
ſecret Obſtructions he could, till he 
knew the Iſſue of the Solicitations 
he was carrying on at Vienna, to be 
continued in a ſeparate Command. 
'l Whilſt the Siege of the Citadel was 

dependin g. the Spaniſh Army decamp- 
ed from Franca Villa ʒ iſt Auguft, and 
t 3 marching 


f 


— 
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marching towards Rametra, the Il 
quis de Lede gave out, that he would 
attack the Imperisliſis, and appeared 
upon the Hills in ſight of the Camp, 
attended by a great Number of Pea- 
ſants he had drawn together, bur find- 
ing it well guarded, and his Army 
being ſickly, he fortified a ſtrong 
and advantagious Poſt at Caſtro Gio. 
vane in the Center of the Hand, 
where he laid in large Magazines, 
in order to. retire thicker in caſe of 
Neceſſity, and in the mean time 
cantoned his Troops about Afderno, 
Paterno, and Catania. W 200 

. - It was during this Siege, chat the 
Admiral, having received -Informa- 
tion, that Veſlel belonging to Mal- 
ta had gone to Sea With Spaniſh 
Commiſſions, and taken ſome Eng- 


li Merchant Ships, ſent a Letter to 


the Grand Maſter, © complaining 
c of his Partiality and Injuſtice, de- 
e manding Satisfaction for the Da- 


he mages 


5 


ce 


ce 


cc 
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t mages the Merchant had ſuſtain- 
e ed, and his giving ſtrict Orders to 
te prqhibit the like unfair Proceed - 
« ings for the future. He wrote 
ar the ſame time to Mr. Alexander 
Tag, the Engl. Canſul at Malta, 
to make a ſtrict Enquiry what Mex- 
chant Ships had been taken by Priva- 
tiers fitted out from Aalta, or where- 
in Aalteſe Subjects had been con- 
cerned, and to lay a State thereof 
before that Government, with a De- 
mand of Reparation, and to let him 
Know their Anſwer. The Grand 
Maſter and his Council being alarm- 
ed at this Meſſage, ſent the Cheva- 
lier Balbinj to the Admiral, 10 repre- 
ſent and excuſe the Proceedings of 
their Government in the Points com- 
plained of, and to lay before him the 
Difficulties they were under from their 
Dependance on Spain, and to endea- 
vour to remove All Cauſes of his Diſ- 
ſaisfackion with them. But che Ad- 
L 4 miral 
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miral not having yet received any 
ſpecifick Account of the particular 


Loſſes of the Merchants, and fo not 


able himſelf to ſettle the Terms of 
Reſtitution with Balbini, ſent his firſt 
Captain (Saunders) with two Men of 
War to Malta, directing him © to 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


make an exact Enquiry into the ſe- 
veral Captures that had been made, 
and to lay the fame before the 
Grand Maſter and his Council, 
and to demand Reparation, ſo far 
as their Subjects had been concern- 
ed therein; and in Caſe he found 
them willing to give reaſon- 
able Aſſurances of doing Juſtice 
for what was paſt, and of a bet- 
ter Behaviour for the future, he 


was to enter into a Convention 


with them for that purpoſe, and 


for eſtabliſhing a good Agreement 
with them; but otherwiſe, he was to 


take all Ships and Veſſels he ſhould 
meet with belonging to that Iſland.” 


Captain 
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Captain Saunders arrivin g at Malta, 
found a fair diſpoſition in thoſe Peo- 
ple to give the Admiral and the Eng- 
li Nation all reaſonable Satisfaction 
in their Proceedings. They ſhewed, 
« that they had never war ee to, 
ec or approved of their Subjects en- 
5 tring into the Service of Spain but 
had iſſued ſtrict Proclamations pro- 
« hibiting them to be any ways con- 


« cerned on either Side, in the War. 
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„They did not deny, that one of 


ce W Veſſels had taken a Commiſ- 
e ſion from the M arquis de Lede, to 
« cruize upon the Enemies of Spain, 
but made appear, that they had 
« ſent one of their Order to entreat 
« him to revoke that Commiſſion, 
« and had made the ſame Applica- 
« tion to the Court at Madrid, but 
ee had been anſwered with great 
e Roughneſs and Menaces. That to 
« avoid as much as they could all 
«« Occaſions of Complaint, they had 

; | cc called 
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4 called in all their Privatiers which 
« had been ctuizing in the Levant 
« againſt the Turks, in order to dif. 
© arm them; but that they could 
& not always govern the Unrulineſs 
« of their People, when they would 
« enter into the Service of any Chri- 
« ſtian Prince, whole Colours pro- 
« tected them from their Enquiry 
« or Viſitation, which was the Mis- 
&« fortune of their Conſtitution, as 
« they depended upon the Chriſtian 
& Princes of Europe for their Reve- 
« nue, and in particular drew at that 
« time their daily. Suſtenance of Pro- 
te yiſions from that part of Sicih, 
« which was under the Subjection 
« of the Spaniſh General; and final. 
« J, that they had received no patt 
« or beneſit from the Prizes, which 
ec paſled entirely thro' the hands of 
* the Spaniſh Agent, and in which 
they had no manger of Intereſt or 
« Concern.” The Captain was con- 

vinced 
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vinced of the Sincerity and Truth of 
their Declaration, but on the other 
hand told them, © that it was not his 
«& buſineſs ro enquire into the Nature 
© or Dependance of their Govern- 
«© ment, and it was for them to ac- 
© commodate their Grievances with 
© Spain as they could. That his In- 
ie ſtructions were plain, and found- 
# ed in Juſtice, demanding Redreſs | 
for the Loſſes his Countrymen had 
ee ſuſtained, from thoſe who occa- 
et ſioned them, who were their Sub- 
te jets; and that if they would not 
t enter into a Negociation for that 
« purpoſe, he ſhould be obliged to 
«. put his Orders in Execution.” In- 
timidated by theſe Threats, they im- 
mediately appointed two Commiſ- 
aries to treat with him; and it being 
made out by Proof, chat five Englifs 
Merchant Ships had been taken by 
| AHaolreſe,, Ships under Spaniſh Co- 
lours, they ſubmitted to pay the full 


| Value 
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Value of them and their lading, with: 
in twelve Months after Application 
from the Claimants. But thinking 
themſelves aggrieved by this Treaty, 


and err themſelves to be under 


a Force to ſign any Terms, rather 
than feel the Effects of the Admirals 
Diſpleaſure, they reſerved to them- 
ſelves a Liberty of appealing to the 
Equity of the Admiral, and from him 
to the King, for a mitigation of the 
Severity of the Conditions. They 
diſpatched away accordingly the Che- 
valier de la Val to the Admiral, who 
not thinking he had any Right to 
compound for other Men's Proper- 
ties, the Deputy paſſed on to the Eng- 
li Court at London, to execute his 
Commiſſion. He had likewiſe a pri- 
vate Inſtruction, to implore the 


| King's Intereſt with the ſeveral Prin- 


ces at the approaching Congreſs, that 
Malta might be freed from it's Sub- 


jection to Sicily, and enjoy the Rights 
8 and 


p 
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and Privileges of a free and neutral 
port, in time of War, among the 
Chriſtian Powers. * 
- The Imperialiſts having ſpent ſome 
time in levelling the Lines, Trenches, 
and Batteries before Meſſma, and in 
putting the Place into a Poſture of 
Defence, they held ſeveral Conſul- 
tations, at which the Admiral aſſiſt- 
ed, concerning what Meaſures were 
next to be taken. The Reduction 
of Meſſma had brought Val Demona 
under the Obedience of the Empe- 
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ror, but the whole Province being 
mountainous and barren, was ſo little 


able to ſupply the Army with Provi- 
ſions and Forrage, that the Inhabi- 
tants of Meſſina, and other Towns, 
daily petitioned the General for their 
own Subſiſtance, ſince they could 
draw no Corn, as they uſed to do, 


from the plentiful Parts of the Iſland, 


which were in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Spaniards. To march after the Enc- 
"" 


158 Expedition tw S1CLLY. 
my in 2 w intry Seaſon, wich their 


\ 


was more deſirable, than 


Number of Beaſts of burthen to 


Horſe already harraſſed, and: almoſt 
ſtarved, through an adverſe Coun, 
try, and without any Proviſions but 
what they carried; and, if they ſur- 


mounted all theſe difficulties, to at- 


tack them in the ſtr 


Camp of Caftro 


 Giowane, was judged too raſh to be 


atrempted, after the Experience of 
Franca Villa. To march to Palerno, 
and get Poſſeſſion of the Capital, 
eaſy of Exe- 
caution. It was a March of ſeventeen 
days, along the Northern Coaſt of the 
Illand, through an unknown, moun- 
tainous, ſter. Country, where they 


ſhould be expoſed to ſudden Inſults, 
great part of the Way being ſo na- 


rew, that O Men oould hardly go 
abreaſt ; and if they met with no 
Enemy, they had no Forage for 
their Horſe, no Magazines in che 
way of their March, nor a fufficiemt 


cat- 
N 
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ry Proviſions along with them, nor 


be got. The next Project that oc. 
curred, was to go to Trapani, where 
the Piedmonreſe had a Gatriſon. This 
would be changing the Scene of the 
War to great Advantage, for inſtead 
of being confined and famiſhed in the 
Mountains, they ſhould be able to 


enlarge themſelves in a plentiſul 


„ and by acting on ee 
— the En. . "os 
fonable Chance to drive them out of 
the Iſland. But to go tkither by 
Land was imptacxicable, and as chert 
Tranſport Veſſels could not carry a- 
boye a thitd Part of the Army at 3 
time, the Divifien of their Troops 
was hazardous, and might be fatal. 
For Thipani being litatecd on an If 
m, and having wo Magazines 'of 
march, and pen up the firſt De- 
tach mort, Within that narrow Neck 
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of - 
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of Land, where they would- ſtarve 
for want of Proviſions, before the 
reſt of the Army could join them. 


The only Choice remaining was to 


go to Syracuſa, but that too was im- 
practicable by Land, by. reaſon of 
the ſame Objections as are already 
mentioned 3 and beſides, there lay 
in the Way ſeveral deep and rapid 
Rivers, where the Enemy might de- 
fend the Paſſages with great Advan- 
tage: And though it was not diffi- 
cult to tranſport Go Army thither by 
Sea, yet it was an [uncomfortable 
Reflection, that they ſhould be then 
the whole length of the Iſland diſtant 
from Palermo, and could only pro- 
poſe to ſubſiſt themſelves from day 
to day during the Winter, the Ene- 
my lying between them and the great 
Caricatori or Subterraneous Maga- 
zines, where the Inhabitants uſually 
lay up their Corn, which were 90 
Miles diſtant. With theſe diſagree- 

; p able 


| 


2 7% SICLLY, 
eu 52 they gaſt away ſome 
Sar wh Ingert i oy t c do; 
ne Evening | e Generals Aer 
Kt repaing on Board 
al, .and .renewing the Sub- 
5 ir 3 late, Copk ferences, they 
| A. N — eſpon 8 yr 
rough] y 
Sara Fs heir “ eo 


d "ore 
UE £ Has dee ction 


ben 


o 
c ry 14 ENF. din ed 


A 50 . © olution to, 1 a frag 
fila, an to tran- 

1 h, 8 yer hy Sea. x0 
ORs 5 29d then Foot to Brau. 
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their 


162 


their Affairs were not fo deſperate 
cc 49 they apprehended; that he had 


4c 


- 
SS i 
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been employing his Thoughts for 
their Service, and believed, be 


ſhould be able to extricate them out 


of their preſent | Circumſtances: 


That, of all the late Propoſitions 
the tranſporting the Army to Tra- 


4 pan; pleaſed him beſt, as it would 


the whole Army was at Trapani, 
they ſhould be able to 2 their 


ſi 
| Fcred of the difficulty of ſubſiſt- 


= 
998 # 


turn the difficulty upon the Span 


Army, by obliging them to make 
uneaſy Matches, "and to keep the 


Field in the Winter. That when 


Corn 


Quarters, the Granaries 


would fall into their hands, and 
their Neighbourhood to Palermo 
keep that Place in awe, till the 
Seaſon ſhould favour their march. 
ing towards it, the Reduction of 
« which would bring the War to af 


eedy Iſſue. That he had con- 


cc ing 


« as England was in Peace with the 
b 1041 r 3 7 8 SET " 

« Governments of Barbary, he would 
5 ſend his Secretary to Tunis, which 


Expedition to S 101L x. 


ce ing. one part of the Army at Tra- 8 


« pam, dil the reſt arrived; and, 


* 


te was the neareſt African Port to 
i« Trapani, and employ him and the 


ee. Engliſh Conſul to buy up whatever 
Quantity of Corn was neceſſary, 
4 and tranſport the fame, to Trapani. 
« That he knew very well they had 
ee no. Money, and therefore would 
«employ his own Caſh and Credit 
© to procure this Supply, depend- 
© ing upon their honour for Repay- 


- 


ee ment, and did not doubt to lodge 
ec the Corn at Trapani, before 15 
cc firſt, Detachment of Troops arriv- 
c ed there. Count De Mercy petic- 
trating immediately into the Facility 
and advantagious Conſequences of 
this Scheme, roſe up, and embra- 


cing the Admiral in a kind of Tran- 
ſport, acknowledged chat he had 


8 «hit 


: 524.0 W* 2 rr ——ů — — —— = —— 
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de hir on che 00 be Meth? prattica- 
"« ble, not only for che 5 
LY of the Army, but eben för. al: 
7 ingo on che Wis with Süccefs. 
"© as it Was a Proteſtant Schatte, 0 
*« ſhould have Proteſtant Troops, and 
ce Proteſtant Gthierals to put f it in 
| c Execution; And accorditigly Y Ge- 
neral ' Zumjingen, with" Cue Sec- 
Lendorf, the Prince of H ſe, àtic Ge. 
neral 'Schmettau 'ermbat the 2 th 
"November with 70 Fobt and 5 | 
4 and 8 Grtdinalepii Tit 
ays at Thapani, where Hiding 8. 4 plen- 
ul Re ao of Coin ready al- 
198 from Tunis, they tibr vi pol. 
ed themſelves there in ai, but 
.enlarg ing! theit Quarters" into the Coun- 
try, Pads the Cities of Mar ala and 


Max arà to ſubmit to the Obedience of 
| | the Emperor, The Tran orts and 
Conyoy ietüttling, brought "hither 
more Troops. Count De Merc andthe 
Admiral departing with the | Con- 
voy 


"PQ = 
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ea- N voy, from Meſſing on the 1.91 th Famary, 


on quit ting. of 5 400 Fogt and 1100 


ent Storm o 7 Ile of Alicudi, 
which drove Al or Tranſports into 
Mzlazzo, and. Meſſina, the Admiral, 
with the General on Board his Ship, 
etting with difficulty to Trapani on 
8. 29th, but the whole Convoy did 


and amongſt, them Gen eral V Wachten- 
Oni, regretted by, every och. The 
ny being got Together a- 
5 0 14000 wor and 3298 
Horſe, beſides the arriſons left 
Meſſma, Myglazzo, Syracuſa, 123 the 
adjacent Ports. 
Theſe. Morions oh the Imperial ifts 
mage the Marquis 4 be uit che 


165 


u- Horls 85 they 5 overtaken by a vio- 


not. arive there till the 2d March, 
many Soldiers dying in the Paſſage, 


d Poſts of Mop Fane and Gr Catania, 


and leaving a Detachment in his ſtrong 
Camp at Caſiro, Giovane, to ſecufe the 
Magazines | ; ay etected chere, he 


M3; marched 
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marched and fixed his Camp from 
Alcamo to Salama, with his head Quar- 


ters at Caſtel Vetrano, from whence 


he continually ſent out Detachment; 
to deſtroy the Country about Mar- 


ſala and Maxzara, and to carry off 


all the Cattle, Grain and Wine, which 
Zumjungen could not at firſt prevent; 
but being ſtrengthened with new 
Supplies by Sea, he at laſt obliged 
their Parties to retire, and on the Ar- 
rival of Count De Mercy, the Spa- 
niſh General was reduced to fortify 
his Camp with ſtrong Entrench- 
ments and Redoubts, with Batteries 
of Cannon. | l 
Count De Mercy making a Motion 
of 8 his Quarters beyond 


Mazzara, the Marquis de Lede quit- 


ted Caſtel Vetrano, and retired with 


his Army to Alcamo, from whence 
he ſent his Mareſchal de Camp Signor 


d. Aponte, on the 6th of February with 
Overtures to Count De Mercy and the 


Admiral 
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Admiral for evacuating .. Sicily, on 

Condition: of Leave to. tranſport his 
Army into Spain, and in Order there- 
to, deſiring a Suſpenſion of Arms. 
This Propoſition contained nothing 


f 


difagrecable to the Germans, who. 
would thereby obtain all they wanted, 
by becoming Maſters. of the King- 
dom without any farther Trouble; 
but the Admiral proteſting againſt 

and En not a Man of 
the Spaniſh Army ſhould pals out of 
that Iſland, until a general Peace was 
made, for that it would be to furniſh. 
Spain with a Body of their beſt Troops 
e. frengdhen cheir Army ding . 
gainſt France, or elle they might be 
employed in diſturbing England, he 
was diſmiſſed with this Counter Pro- 
poſal from the Count De Mercy, that 


it, and declaring t 


if the Marquis would ſurrender Pa- 
lermo, and the South; ſide of the 


Iſland, and retire with his Army in- 
to the middle of the Country towards 
"> > ES 7 mn 


I67. 
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Caſtro Gltvane, ot to any otller Paſt 


them with all 


Bellaire to Vienna, to acquaint that 


Expbdi Hon" to SIT. 


colilent to x Suſpenſiôi of Arms fGr 


pfoper for e HE Would 
{fix Weeks, till 


being an Advanta e mbre cham e equi. 
Wi to the Operations of ſix vs 


in that early Scaſon, che Admiral 


conſented thereto, With this Reſtric- 
tion, that if che Spaniel attempted 
0 withdraw aby of thi Men itt the 
mean time, | e : Suſpenſion ſhould 
be void, 'and he would a& againſt 
Force. Count De 
Mercy difpatchitiy Lieutenant Colonel 


Coutt with theſe Overtnres, and to 
bring back theit irectionis, the Ad- 
miral ſent away thicher his eldeſt Son 
Mr. Byng, with Inſtractions, that if 
the Imperia] Court liſtned tb the Pto- 
poſals of the S$pa#ifh General, to de- 
clare, that his Father could never ſüffer 
any Part of the Spaniſß Army to de- 
| part 


the Sentiments* of the 
ſeveral Courts mi — be known; which 


Euptditibu 7 SOU IV. 
patt out of the Iſundſ till che King of 
Spain Had aecededi to the 


. InſtruQtioris from England for doing ſo. 
The th Nbrum Count Pe Aer 
Icy matched towards Caſtel Verrano, 
por che mote commodlous Subſiſtance 
of his Cavalyy,. from whence. he de- 
tached General Seckemdorf wirk 15 o 
Men and ſome Cannon, to reduce 
: | Satos, where there was a large Cari- 
cators of Cern. The Town im- 
madiately furrendered, but the Spa- 
mad, to the Number of zoo, re- 
| tired ifito the Caſtle. 
| The Marquis De Led? finding his 
felt Propoſitions ineffectual, ſent two 
General- Officers, the Marquis De San 
Nrenxo, arid Signior N Aponte, to the 
Itpefidl Camp the 19th of February, 


gut fender of palermo and a conſider- 
able patt of the adjacent Countty, 
if 6hſideration of 4 Suſpenſion of 


Quadruple . 
Alliance, or till he received poſitive 


with Ifiſttuctions to treat about the 


769 


Arms 


. „ 
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Arms for three Months; but ; whilſt. 
the Negotiation was depending, the 
Marquis receiving an Expreſs from 
Madrid on the 28th with Advice, 
: that a general Peace was made, he 
ſent immediately to break off the 
Treaty. This ſeemed Matter of great 
Surprize, but the ſecret Reaſon was, 
that Spain was at that time treating 
with France to reſtore Fontarabia, 
St. Sebaſtian, and other Places taken 
in the War, and hoped to get in ex- 
change, for the Evacuation of Sicily 
and Sardinia, the Reſtitution of thoſe 
Towns, and of Gibraltar; or, at 
leaſt, to have both the one and the 
other referred to a Congreſs. Upon 
this, Count De Mercy gave freſh Or- 
ders for attacking the Caſtle of Sacca, 
which had been retarded by the great 
Rains. The Caſtle being batter d 
with four. Pieces of Cannon, and 
not very ſtrong, ſurrender d the 6th 
of March, the Garriſon being made 
| Pri- 


Expedition to S1CTEY 17 
Priſoners of War. The taking this 
Place gave great Relief to the Imperial 
Army, who found there 20000 Solms 
During theſe Tranſactions, a Cou- 
rier diſpatched from Paris by the Earl 
of Stair the Britiſh Ambaſſador there, 
brought the Admiral Information, 
that the Marquis De Beretti Landi, 
the Spanih Miniſter at the Hague, 
had ſigned the Quadruple Alliance 
the 1 5th of February; and he brought 
likewiſe a Packet from that Miniſter 
to the Marquis De Lede, and another 
from the Emperor's Miniſter to Count 
De Mercy, to acquaint them there- 
with. A Trumpet was ſent with 
the Spaniſß Miniſter's Packet to the 
Marquis De Lede, and to know his 
Sentiments thereupon, He returned 
Anſwer, © That his Maſter's Mini- 
c ſter having ſigned the Quadruple 
« Alliance, he looked upon the Peace 
« as a thing concluded, and. was 
V1 « there- 
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<<; therefore ready to treat of a Ceſſar 
ce tion of Hoſtilities by Sea and Land; 
ce until they ſhould! receive farthen Or- 
« ders from their reſpective Courts,” 
To this it was replied, by the Ad- 
mital and Count De Mercy, © That: 
ce as the Evacuation of Sicily, and 
« Sardinia was to be per formed wich- 
c in two Months after the {aid __ 
“ing, they were ready to. conſent. 
e to. à Suſpenſion of Arms, upon 


« his delivering up the City and 
« Caſtles of Palermo, at which Place 


«© Tranſports would be beſt provi- 


« ded, and other neceſſary Meaſures 


* concerted for the Tranſportation 
ce of their Army into Spain.” The 
Marquis returned Anſwer, * Thar as 
ee he underſtood, the Plenipotentia- 
« ries of their Maſters at the Hagye 
% were. in Treaty for ſettling the 


« Terms of evacuating thoſe Iſlands, 


« he did not think himſelf autho- 
4 rized to agree to a Ceſſation on 


cc any 


TBapedirion t SictLx. 


cc 56fy other - Condition, than chat 
ic i Patty mould remain on the 


1 Gin de be ied, and. expect 
cc fArkller dere kom cher * 
ee ve Peinipals,” 1 


Te Dictdeageges adüng den 


ieteian A ent Werte. roo: obvious 
to he iſubritted to; for che Men of 
Wär atid Teanfpotts lay very incon- 
vehietitly at Maprni, an unfite Road, 

Where l they had \aſtainedixaSaſddra- 
die Darkige? ae ome of the Tranſ- 
ports had been loſt; it was therefore 
dieceſſary to have Palrmo, as alſceure 
Rætreat' for che Fleet, laid the moſt 
dotntmoditzus Pört for ſhipping off 
(the: Fröbps; beſides it was a! Pledge 


of the Sitteerity df the Intentions of 


pain to evacuate the Hand: In the 
Anext place, 1 it put t the Germans un- 
der a manmifeſt In | __ to be con- 
fined to the Gtouſd they occupied, 
2 the Spemlards were in poſſeſ- 


ſion of the principal :Garieatori of 


Corn, 


-” 2 
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Corn, and plundered and riſled at 


| 1 a Country they were ſoon to 


ve. Nor could they comprehend, 


how an Enemy, who ſix Weeks be- 
fore, offered to leave the Whole 
7 Iſland, on condition of | being: ſent 
back into Spain, ſhould now aug 

to ſutrender Palermo; and Ob 
as it had the Appearance of. Chica- 
ning, they reſolved to go on with 
the Operations of the War. But 
before they - proceeded. to Action, 
they agreed to ſend a joint Letter 
to the Marquis, propoſing an Inter 
view between them at the Caſſine 
De Roſſignola, half way between 
the two Armies, where accordingly 


they met the 2d of April at Noon, 
wet an Eſcorte of 200 Horſe on 
each ſide. In the Conference the 
Marquis De Lede owned, That 
« he knew the King his Maſter had 
te ſigned the Quadruple Alliance, 
ce aud did not doubt of his Inten- 


« tion 
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t «© tion to evacuate Sicily; but decla- 
> if fred, he had no Orders yer about | 
a at it; that he expected full Powers I | 
= ga! Inſtructions ſoon, and will | 
ec i they would, in the mean time, 
t come to a Ceſſation of Arms. 5 
0 
e 


He was asked, What Propoſals he 

ce had to make for that purpoſe? 
8 He anſwered © None, but that bock 
„ Armies might hold" the Country 
t tthat was in their Poſſeſſion, until 
„ „ he received Orders to treat about 

ce the Evacuation. Count De'Merey 
- thinking. it unreaſonable to be ty d 
e down to a ſmall Tract of Sa 
o»bere he could not ſübſiſt, asked 
7 him, ec whether in caſe they ſhould 
» | < conſent to his keeping Pofleſlion 
1] „ of Palermo, he had Power to de- 
> 
t 
l 


e liver up Auguſta, and the other 
ee Poſts they held on that fide of 
ec the Iſland, which were now of r no 

„ uſe to him, but it would be ra- 
64 ther a Conveniency to him to 
DOG cc draw 


— 
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| draw away the,  Garriſons and | «: 
Troops he had in thoſe Parts, to ff « 
3 «join his Army, in onder to the in- 4e 
ce tended. ee He conſeſ- cc 

kd, « he, could not giye up, nor || c: 
4 quit the Poſlaſſian , of. any. Patt he « 
e had of the Iſland, . he ,xecei- i} cc 
«ved, farther Orders, from, his 1Ma- N 
t ſter, and read part of, his, [nſtruc- ut 
i | .tions.to them. Co unt De, Mer on 
the other ſide, heed him pg rt of 
the Emperor s. Orders, w hich 4 direct 
ed him eto agtee to a Suſpenſion 

of Arms in Order, to the, Eyacga- 
( tion of Sicily, -and, Sardinia; andjzo 
cc concert. with the Marquis De. Lede 
 « che neceſſary Conditions for Hei- 
. «- lirating, the ſame, and. to, adjuſß that 
« Affair 1 5 all reaſonable: Meaſures: 
c But that, if the Marquis De, Lede 
ce ſhould not own his haying:Orders, 
ce or endeavour to evade them and 
c gain time, by pretending to, ſend 
1 Madrid for farthey 1 
| | cc an 
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tt and not name a reaſonable time 
« for beginning to embark part of 
* his Troops, in that Caſe, he was 

* to make uſe of his Arms to oblige 

« him to execute the Treaty, which 

c the Spaniſh Miniſter had ſigned at 

« the Hague.” He: farther told the 

Marquis, that the i 7th of April was 

underſtood to be the time they ſhould 

go upon the Evacuation, bur if it 

was not poſhble for him to begin ſo 

ſoon, he would not differ about a few 

Days, provided they entred now in- 
to ſome Agreement about the man- 

ner of doing it. He offered him 

the Tranſports he had in his Service, 


and aſſured him, that he ſhould be 
* | accommodated with Proviſions and 
every thing he could in reaſon demand. 
The Admiral, on his Part, gave him 
the like Aſſurances; and that he ſhould 
be eſcorted by as many of his Maſter's 


Ships, as he ſhould deſire. The 
> | Marquis owned, that all they {aid was 
N reaſonable, 
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reaſonable, but complaining of the 


want of Orders, the Conference broke 


off without coming to any Iſſue. At 


parting, the Marquis prayed the Ad- 


miral to releaſe the Biſhop of Mazza- 
ra, who was his Priſoner, which the 


Admiral readily conſented to. 


During theſe Debates, one of the 
Engliſh Ships cruizing off Palermo, 
took a Felucca, ſent by Cardinal Aqua- 
wiva. from Rome, with Packets of 
Letters from Spain to the Marquis de 
Lede, which he delivered to the Ad- 
miral; who ſeeing the King of Spain's 


Seal to the Letters, generouſly ſent 


them unopened to the Marquis, and 
ſet the Felucca and Crew at Liberty. 

The Conference being broke off, 
the Admiral returned to the Fleet art 
Trapani, and Count de Mercy reſolv- 
ing to attack the Spaniards, marched 
towards Alcamo, where he arrived the 
8th April, the Marquis having retreat- 


ed the Night before with Precipita- 


tion, 


man, — Of 
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tion, leaving ſome ſick Men behind, 
whom he could not carry away. The 
Marquis encamped at Valguernerd and 
Sala di Partenico, but fearing to be 
followed by the Imperialiſts, he retired 
on to Monreale. The Retreat of che 
Spaniards made Count De Mercy re- 
ſolve on the Siege of Palermo, in order 
to which he ſent Colonel Baron Ney- 
perg to confer with the Admiral about 
the neceſſary Aſſiſtance to be given by 
the Fleet in facilitating the March of 
the Army towards that Place, by coaſt- 
ing along with the Proviſions and Ne- 


ceſſaries they ſhould want in their 


March, as well as in the Siege, and 
ſupplying them wich Cannon and Am- 
munition for that Enterprize. The 
neceſſary Diſpoſitions — concert- 
ed between the Army and the Fleet, 
the Count decamped from Alcamo 
the 18th April, and followed the 
Marquis de Lede, who retreating to- 
wards Monreale, kept Poſſeſſion of 

N 2 that 
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that and other advantagious Poſts, 


which led into the Plain before Paler- 


mo, fortifying at the ſame time a 
ſtrong Pals by the Sea; ſide called Sfer- 
ra Cavallo, which was another way 
between the Sea Shore and the Moun- 


tains, into the ſame Plain. Count 


De Mercy being arrived at Sala di Par- 
tenico, and not judging it adviſeable 
to attempt the Paſſes which the Ene- 
my poſſeſſed on the Road of Monreale, 
he divided his Army into two Bodies, 
ſending General Zumjungen with all 
his Cavalry (except the Huſſars and a 
Regiment of Dragoons) and ſeven 
Battalions of Foot, with the Artil- 


lery and Baggage, to the Sea: ſide, 


with Orders to force the Paſs of Sfer- 
ra Cavallo, and enter that Way into 
the Plain of Palermo, whilſt he him- 
ſelf with the reſt of the Army aſcend- 
ed the difficult Mountains about Ca- 


rini, in order to get down that Way 


into the ſame Plain, judging, that if 


the 
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the Marquis drew his Army to defend 
the Paſs of Sferra Cavallo, he ſhould 
pet between him and Palermo, or at 
caſt, have the Advantage of falling 
upon his Rear. The Count having 
gained the heights of the Mountains, 
from whence are diſcovered the Plain 
and City of Palermo, perceived the 
Spaniſh Army encamped in the Bot- 


tom, intending to obſtruct his De- 


ſcent, and occupying all the Paſſes 
in the Way. Here Count De Mer- 
ey ſent to Zumjungen to rejoin him, 
which he did by the Aſſiſtance of 
Guides provided by the Magiſtrates 
of Carini, leaving a Detachment un- 
der the Command of Colonel Baron 
de Witgenau to convoy the Artillery 
and Baggage by the Way of the Sea- 
fide, who arriving at the Pals of 
Sferra Cavallo, found it abandoned by 
the Spaniards. On the 21ſt the Ger- 
mans began to deſcend from the 
Mountains, and forcing the ſeveral 

| N 3 Paſles 
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Paſſes with leſs Oppoſition than was 
expected, were almoſt all got down 
before Night to the botrom. The 
whole was a moſt difficult and fati- 
guing March, through Ways that 
the Inhabitants Frets af had rarely 
practiſed, but which the Count ſur- 
mounted with great Expedition and 
Military Judgement. 

The Admiral coaſting along, in 
Conformity to the Motions of the 


Army, came to an Anchor with the 


Fleet the 2oth in Mondello Bay, and 
ſent ſome of his Soldiers to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Tower on the Point, and 
another at the landing Place, as alſo 
three Caſſines that ſtood between, 
in order to preſerve their Communi- 
cation. 

On the 22d the Marquis de Lede 
ſent Colonel Lacy, his Aid de Camp, 
with a Letter to the Admiral, inclo- 
ſing a Spaniſh Gazette, wherein was 
publiſhed the Treaty of es” 

| 0 
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of Arms at Sea, concluded at the 


Hague between the Miniſters of Great 


Britain, France and Spain, and which 


was to take Place on the 1oth In- 
ſtant, and therefore he propoſed to 
the Admiral, © ro. come to an A- 


cc greement with him for a ſeparate 
C 


A 


« 


N 


had both full Powers for that pur- 
« poſe; and proteſted againſt any 
« Violences he ſhould commit, con- 
« trary to the plain Inſtructions 
« of their Sovereigns.” This Snare 


* 


A 


Ceſſation of Hoſtilities, as they 
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laid to ſeparate the Admiral from the 


German Army, had no Effect, the 


Admiral returning Anſwer, © that 


« he could give no Regard or Cre- 
cc dit to a pretended Convention 
ce publiſhed in a Foreign News Pa- 
6e per, and even in which there was 
« a Clauſe, that nothing in it ſhould 


« derogate from what ſhould be a- 


$6 greed between him and the Mar- 
« quis, for what concerns the Medi- 
25 N 4 c ferranean 


184 

No 
cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
=o 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
FC 
F 
t- 


Expedition to S1C1LY. 


terranean Sea. That as the Spa; 
© ni Miniſter had ſigned the Qua- 
e druple Alliance ever fince the 17th 


cc 


February laſt, it was ſurprizing, 
that in all this time the Marquis 
had received no Orders for treat- 
ing abour the Evacuation of the 
Iſland, which was the neceſlary 
Conſequence of it, but that he 
ſtill maintained every Point and 
Poſt with the ſame Zeal and Ardor, 


as before his Maſter's Acceſſion to 


the Alliance. That the time for 
beginning the Evacuation was 
elapſed ; and therefore, without 
ſome reaſonable Security that he 
really intended it, he could come 
into no Agreement for a Suſpen- 


* fton of Arms; but whenever he 


ſhould be empowered to treat for 


both, he would moſt gladly go 


more than half way to meer him, 


and not only agree on ſuch Mea- 


ſures as might put an End to the 


e preſent 
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“ preſent Differences, but which 
c might reſtore and cultivate a good 
i Underſtanding between both Na- 
* tions, which no Body more ar- 
« dently wiſhed for, than he did.“ 


This was an adventurous Proceed- 
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ing in the Admiral; for his Inſtruc- 


tions from England directed him to 
come to a Suſpenſion of Arms with 
Spain, without ſtaying for ſettling the 
Terms of Evacuation, which might 
take up time. But his Penetration 
ſhewed him, that if a Suſpenſion took 


Place at Sea, the Spaniards might in- 


troduce what Succours and Troops 


they pleaſed into the Iſland, which 


would unravel all they had been do- 
ing, and if any Interruption happen- 
ed in the Negotiations on foot, put 
the Spaniards in a better Stare of pro- 
ſecuting the War, and perhaps pro- 
tract it another Year, Their late 
Conduct had made him jealous of 
their Artifices, ſeeing them lay * 


186 
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of every Advantage to evade the Eva- 
cuation of the Iſland, which this Se- 
paration would encourage, and ren- 
der the way to Peace more diſtant 
and difficult. He determined there- 
fore, as the Convention for a Ceſſa- 
tion of Arms at Sea, ſigned at the 
Hague the 2 9th February, left him a 
Liberty of treating as he thought pro- 
per, to remain united to the Germans, 
which he prudently ſaw, was the 
quickeſt Way to bring the Spaniards 


to a Compliance, and to come into 


real Meaſures for the Evacuation of 


the Iſland. The Event juſtified his 


Precaution, and his Conduct receiv- 
ed at home the Approbation it de- 


ſerved. 


The March of the Imperialiſis had 
made the Spaniards change the Situa- 
tion of their Camp, which they 
pitched acroſs the Plain before Pa- 


| lermo, extending their left to Monte 


Caputo, and their Right to the Sea near 
Fo | the 
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the Mole of Palermo, the whole Ars 
my being under the Cannon of that 
City, and having ſtrong Entrench- - 
ments before them, - lined with 40 
pieces of Cannon. They were pro- 
vided with Plenty of all things, and 
ſeemed determined to ſtand the Fate 
of a Battle. The Germans encamped 
on the ſame Plain in the Front of 
the Enemy, and within a Mile and 
a half diſtance, with their Right at 
the foot of the Mountains from 
whence they had deſcended, and their 
Left reaching to Monte Pelegrino near 
the Sea-ſide, the Artillery and Bag- 
gage being arrived in their Camp by 
the way of Sferra Cavallo. Count 
De Mercy ſeeing himſelf ſtraitened in 
Room, and under difficulty of ſub- 
ſiſting, whilſt the Enemy plundered 
and enriched themſelves with the 
Spoils of a Country they were quickly 
ro abandon, he determined to bring 
Matters to an Engagement as ſoon as 


poſſible. 5 


— 
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| poſſible. In Order to it, his Scheme 
was to ' endeavour to get Poſſeſſion 
of the Mole, by which means he 
ſhould flank the Enemy, and oblige 
them either to come to a Battle with 
diſadvantage, or elſe to retire to Ler- 
mini. For this purpoſe he detached 
Baron Neyperg on the 26th with ſix 

Companies of Grenadiers to diſlodge 

the Enemy from ſome Poſts which 
they had fortified on the Sea: ſide; 
and to facilitate the ſame, ſent Baron 
de Witgenau with ſix other Compa- 
nies of Grenadiers to ſeize on Monte 
Pelegrino. At the ſame time the Ad- 
miral detaching three Ships, to can- 
nonade the Poſts on the Sea ſide, 
their Fire made the Spaniards abandon 
them, and the Imperialiſls took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them without any Loſs. 
Theſe Advantages confirmed Count 
De Mercy in his Reſolution to puſh 
his point that way, and having made 
the neceſſary diſpoſitions, the next 


day 
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day he cauſed to be attacked a Caſſine 
that ſtood a little diſtance from the 


Enemy's Trenches, but ſtrongly for- 


tified with Lines and ſome Cannon, 
drawing out his whole Army at the 
ſame time in order of Battle, in caſe 
the Enemy ſhould come out of their 
Camp to ſupport it. The Lines 
were ſoon taken, but the Caſſine was 


not carried till after a very vigorous 


Defence of above an Hour, where- 
in the Germans had about 140 Men 
killed or wounded, among the for- 
mer a Prince of Anhalt, and Lieute- 
nant General Seckendorf wounded in 
the Shoulders, On the 2d May, a- 
bout two in the Afternoon, the Wea- 
ther being very hot, and the Spaniſh 
Guard taking a Sieffo, according to 
the Cuſtom of that Nation, the Ger- 


mans ſurprized a Redoubt near the 


Enemy's Lines, entring the ſame 
without firing a Shot, and puſhing 
the Spaniards out with their Bayo- 

9 nets 
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nets in their pieces. The Marquis de 
Lede being informed of it, toſe from 


Table, and ordered the Army to be 


immediately drawn out, in order to 
retake that Fortification; which com- 


manded the whole Line of the Camp. 


On che other Hand, Count De Mer- 


9 being determined to maintain his 


old, both Armies were in Motion 
and juſt on the Point of Engaging, 
when fortunately a Courier arriving 
in the very Inſtant from Spain in a 
Felucca, delivered to the Marquis a 


Packet, containing full Powers from 


the King of Spain to treat and agree 
about . Evacuation of the Iſlands 
of Sicily and Sardinia, and the Tran- 


ſportation of the Army into Spain. 


The Marquis upon this drew off his 
Army, and ſent Letters by a Trum- 
pet to the General and Admiral, to 
inform them of his Orders. The 
next Morning early, the Admiral re- 
pairing to the German Camp, Offi- 

cers 
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cers were appointed on each Side to 
creat of the Suſpenſion of Arms, and 
to regulate the manner of Evacuating 
both Iflands; and Conventions were 
drawn up for that purpoſe, and ſign- 
ed, that for Sicily on the 6th May, 
and that for Sardinia two days after. 
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In purſuance of theſe Conventions, 


the Germans were put in Poſſeſſion of 
Palermo and the Citadel of Caſtel- 
amare the roth, and the Spaniſh Ar- 
my marched to Termini, a Sea-Port, 
about 2 5 Miles diſtant, from whence 


the firſt Embarkation conſiſting of 


about 12000 Foot and 600 Horſe, 
failed the 2oth Fune for Barcelona; 
and the Remainder arrived at the 
ſame Place the 2 5th Auguſt follow- 
Ing. 5 | | 
Nochin g now remained to be 
done, but to put the Duke of Savoy 
in Poſſeſſion of the Iſland of Sar- 
dinia; in order to which four Bat- 
talions of Piedmonteſe Troops em- 
l : barked 
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be barked at Palermo under the Com- 
; mand of. Baron St. Remi, and failed 
under the Convoy of ſome Engliſh 
Men of War to Cagliari, where the 
Admiral arriving ſo ſoon as he had 
| ſettled all Affairs in Sicily, he aſſiſt- 
| ed at the Conferences; with the Mi- 
|  _Niſters and Generals of the ſeveral 
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it's 

ty 
th 
Powers concerned, wherein was re- tic 
gulated the Manner of furrendering P. 
the Iſland by the Spanip Viceroy to i w 
the Emperor, and the Ceſſion of E 
the ſame from the Emperor to the I ul 
Duke of Savoy; and, at the Inſtance If th 

of this Prince, the Admiral did not I ſe 
depart, till he had ſeen the whole || t: 
fully executed, the Spaniſ Troops || v 
returned into Spain, and the Duke || h 
of Savoy put into quiet Poſſeſſion of || a 
his new Kingdom. 4 f 
Thus ended the War of Sicily, It 
wherein the Fleet of Great- Britain | | 
bore ſo illuſtrious a Part, that the | | 
Fate of the Iſland was wholly go- | : 
. verned 
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verned by its Operations, both Com- 
petitors agreeing, that the one could 
not have conquered, nor the other 
have been ſubdued, e it. Ne- 


ver was any Service conducted in all 


it's Parts with greater Zeal, Activi- 
ty and Judgement, nor was eyer 
the Britiſh Flag in o high Reputa- 
tion and Reiß. 

Parts of Europe. The late King, 
who had named the Admiral for that 
Expedition, and knew his Abilities, 
uſed to ſay to his Miniſters, when 
they ET for Inſtructions to be 


103 


pect in thoſe diſtant . 


ſent to him for his Guidance on cer- | 


tain important Occaſions, / that he 
would ſend him none, for he knew 
how-to act without any; and indeed 
all the Meaſures he took abroad were 
ſo exact and jaſt, as to ſquare 0 
the Councils LP Plan of Policy 

home. The Cauſe of the ee 
being become the Cauſe of his Maß- 


> he ſerved the Intereſts of char 


CF Prince 


194 Expedition to STEVLY. 


Prince with a Zeal and Fidelity that 
food a Pattern to his own Subjects. 
He lived in ſuch Harmony with 
the Imperial. Vice-roys and Generals, 
as has been ſeldom ſeen among Fel- 
low Subjects united in Command, 
the Want of which has proved the 
Ruin of many important, Expedi- 
tions. He was incapable of per- 
forming his Duty in a cold or neg- 
ligent Manner, and when any Set- 
vice was committed to his Manage- 
ment, he devoted his whole Time 
and Application to it; nor could 
any Fatigue or Indiſpoſition of Bo- 
dy ever divert or interrupt his At- 
tention from any Point 'that tequir- 
ed preſent Diſpatch. To this, it 
might be in great Meaſure owing, 
that he was never unfortunate in 
any Undertaking, nor miſcarried 
in any Service that was entruſted 
to his Direction. For whoever will 
trace upwards to the Springs and 
5g EL wet Cauſes 
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Cauſes of Publick of private Evert, 
ſhall find (except where the imme- 

| diate Finger of Providence is vili- 

ble) chat what is uſually called IIl- 

; Luck, is generally che Effect of , 
Negligence, or Imprudence. He al- 


ways proceeded upon ſolid Principles, 
and I nothin 7 Fortune, det 
could be accompliſhed by Foreſight 
and Application. His Firmneſs and 
plain Dealing were fo apparent to 
dhe Foreigners who treated with him 
. | upon Buſineſs, that it contributed 
much to the Diſpatch and Succels of 
| his Tranſactions with them; for they 1 
could depend upon what he ſaid, and | 
as they faw he uſed no Arts or Chi- -— 
„ canes himſelf; and had too diſcern- 
ing a Spirit to ſuffer them to paſs 
4 unobſerved” in others, they often 
1; | found it their beſt Policy to leave 
their Intereſts in his Hands and 
Management, being very ſure of a 
moſt impartial and punctual Perfor- 
LEE O 2 mance | £ 
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mance of whatever he engaged in. 
His Reputation was ſo thoroughly 
eſtabliſhed in this particular, that in 
1 the fre uent Diſputes .and Alterca- 
tions which aroſe between the Sa- 
voyard and Germans in the Courſe 


of the War, and between the latter 


and the Spaniards at the Concluſion 
of it, le Fait 
dence was given to the Promiſes or 
Aſſeverations of each other, he was 
the common Umpire between them, 
always ſtemming and oppoſing any 
extravagant or unjuſt Demands 


«* 


wherein little Faith or Confi- 


(which the over- bearing Temper of 


the German General was very apt to 


ſuggeſt, where he had the ſuperior 


hand) and reconciling, as much as 
poſſible, the Violences of War, with 
the Rules of Honour and Juſtice. 
When he departed from Italy to at- 
tend his late Majeſty. at Hanover, 


the King among many gracious Ex- 


preſſions, told him, that he had 


found 
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found out the Secret of obliging his 


Enemies as well as Friends, and that 55 
the Court of Spain had mentioned 


with great Acknowledgement his fair 
and friendly Behaviour in the Provi- 
ſion of Tranſports and other Neceſ- 
ſaries for the Embarkation of their 


Troops, and in protecting them N 
from many Vexations and Oppreſ- 
ſions that had been attempted. No 


wonder, that a Man endowed with 
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ſuch Talents and ſuch a Diſpoſition, 


left behind him in Izaly, and other 
Foreign Parts, the Character of a 


great Soldier, an able Stateſman, and 


an honeſt Man. 
To give ſome Deſcription of his 
Perſon, he was of a ſlender Con- 


ſtitution, but well ſupplyed with 


Spirits, which did not diſplay them- 
ſelves ſo much in Gaiety of Conver- 


ſation (for he was modeſt in his Na- 


ture) as in Activity in all the Duties 


and Functions of Life or Buſineſs, 
50% O 3 in 
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in which he was indefatigable, and, 
by 2 continued Habit of Induſtry, 
had hardned and inured a Body, 


not naturally ſtrong, to Patience of 
any e He had made no 
great Proficiency in School. Learning 


(which the early y Age of going to Sea 


ſeldom admits of) but his great Dili- 
_ gence, joined with . 
ral Parts, and a juſt Senſe of Ho- 
nour, made him capable of conduc- 
ting difficult Negotiations and Com- 
miſſions with * Dignity and 
Addreſs. In his er days he 
was gin 3708 him an * 8 Ser- 


vice, being an Officer of "a in 


the Garriſon of Tangier, 


ferring the Sea, he was ſoon gr was 
guiſhed and favoured by that great 


Seaman” Admiral Ruſt (afterwards 


Earl of Orford) who made him his 


firſt Captain at the Age of twenty 


nine, a Poſt equal in Rank to 2 
Rear-Admiral , _ by. Degrees he 


arrived 


ent natu- 
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arrived to be a Commiſſioner of 


the Admiralty, and firſt Admiral 
of the Fleet, in which Quality he 


commanded in the War of Sicily. 
On his repairing to Hanover, his 


4 


late Majeſty was pleaſed to expreſs 


his Regard to his eminent Services, 
by making him Treaſurer. of the Na- 
vy, and Rear-Admiral of Great- 
Britain; and ſoon after a Privy Coun- 
ſellor,, and Peer of Great- Britain, 
with the Title of Viſcount Torring- 


ton; and afterwards Knight of the 
Bath, upon the Revival of that Or- 


der. When bis preſent Majeſty came 


to the Crown, he was pleaſed to 


place him at the Head of his naval 
Affairs, as firſt Lord Commiſſioner 
of the Admiralty, in which high 
Station he died in the Year 173 3, 
in the zoth Lear of his Age. 5 
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INSTRUCTIONS for « our Truſty and 
Well beloved Sir George By yng 
Knight and Baronet, whom we have 
_ to command our Fleet now 

to the Mediterranean. Given 


222 our Court at Kenſington the 26 


Day of May 1718, in the Fourth 
Ter of our Reign. 257 


I E RE A S the Crown of 
LW VA Great-Britain by the ſeve- 
2 ral Treaties made at U- 


trecht the 14th day of 


March 1713 NS, with the Empe- 
ror and the late moſt Chriſtian King, 


ſervation of the Armiſtice and Neu- 


trality then eſtabliſhed in Itah, and 


was Guarantee for the full Perfor- 


mance of the Stipulations at that 


Time 
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Time folemnly agreed to on that 
head: And whereas by a Treaty made 
between us and our good Brother 
the Emperor of Germany at Weſt- 
minſter the 25th day of May 1716, 
We ſtand engaged to aſſiſt, main- 
rain and defend him in the Poſſeſ- 
ſton of all the Kingdoms, Provinces 
and Rights, which he then actually 
ports in Europe; And whereas the 
Catholick King hath in an hoſtile 
Manner invaded the Territories be- 
longing to the ſaid Emperor, and by 
Force of Arms hath taken 'from him 
the Iſland and Kingdom of Sardinia, 
and is ſtill making great and warlike 
Preparations for carrying on his De- 
ſigns further againſt the other Domi- 
nions belonging to his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty in Italy, contrary to the Tenor 
of the aforeſaid Treaties: And 
whereas ſince this unhappy Rupture, 
We, as a Friend to both Parties, have 
not ceaſed to employ our beſt Offi- 
* ces 
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ces in order to accommodate the 
Differences, and put an End to this 


danger the publick Tranquilliry of 
the reſt of Europe. And whereas We 


have made particular and earneſt In- 


ſtances. with our good Brother the 
King of Spain, chat he would conſent 


to a Suſpenſion of Arms, during | 


which the Negotiations for Peace 
might be more eaſily and effectually 
cartied on: And whereas his faid 
Catholick Majeſty hath appeared to 


further Enterptizes, and thereby fa- 
 cilirating our good Offices towards 
a happy Accommodation; We there- 
fore for the better fulfilling the ſeve- 


| ral Engagements we lie under by the 


Treaties aforementioned, and for 
promoting, in the beſt and moſt ef- 
fectual manner, the meaſures that 


may tend to the bringing about an 
entire Reconciliation and perfect 
255 Friendſhip 


Us not averſe to the aden bis 
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Friendſhip between the ſaid Parties 
now engaged in War, and thereby 
putting a Stop to the fatal Conſe- 
uences, which might otherwiſe en- 
ue from theſe Hoſtilities, have 
thought it fit and neceſſary for the 
purpoſes aforeſaid, and for the 
Wellfare of Europe in General, to 
ſend a ſtrong Fleet of our Ships of 
War into the Mediterranean under 
your Command. NY nh 
II. Youare therefore, upon the Re- 
ceipt of theſe our Inſtructions, forth- 
with to proceed to the Mediterranean 
with our ſaid Fleet, and being arrived 
in the Streights, you ſhall immediate- 
ly give Notice to the Catholick 
King, by our Miniſter reſiding at 
his Court, of your Arrival in thoſe 
Seas, and that you are inſtructed in 
_ our Name to promote all Meaſures, 
that may beſt. contribute to the com- = 
poling the Differences, that are ari- | 
ſen between him and the Emperor. 
| III. You 


| 
N 
| 
| 
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III. You ſhall from thence with- 
out loſs of Time, Wind and Wea- 
ther permitting, proceed to Portma- 
hon, and being arrived there, you 
ſhall by Expreſſes give Advice of the 
fame to the Vice-Roy of the King- 
dom of Naples, and to the Governor 
of the Dutchy of Milan, and let 
them know the Purport of your In- 
ſtructions, that you are come with 
our Fleet into thoſe Parts to make 
good our Treaties with the Emperor, 
and to hinder the further Violation of 


the ſame by the Arms of the Ca- 


tholick King; and to that End you 


will hold a Correſpondence with the 


faid Vice-roy and Governor during 
your Stay in the Mediterranean, and 


let them know, that you are to take 


Meaſures, in Concert with them, for 


preventing any further Breach of the 
Neutrality of Italy, which by our 


Treaty we are obliged to ſee pteſerv- 
ed; and as you may probably at Porr- 
. mahon 
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mahon get the beſt Intelligence of te 
Preparations and Proceedings both of 
the Imperialiſts and the Spaniards, you 
will accordingly take ſuch Stations 
with our Fleet under your Command, 
as may be moſt proper to obſtruct any 
new FHoſtilities, and to put theſe our 
Inſtructions in Execution. 
IV. And as a Suſpenſion of Arms, 
and a Forbearance of all Acts of Hoſ- 
tility on each ſide in thoſe Parts, is ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary for the ſetting on 
foot and concluding the proper Ne- 
gotiations of Peace, you are according- 
55 to make Inſtances with both Parties 
to ceaſe from uſing any further Acts of 
Hoſtility. But in Caſe the Spaniards 
do. ſtill inſiſt with their Ships of War 
and Forces to attack the Kingdom of 
Naples, or other the Territories of the 
Emperor in Italy, or to land in any 
Part of Italy, which can only be with 
a deſign to invade the Emperor's Do- 
minions, againſt whom only they 
e have 
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| have declared War by invading Sar. d 
dinia; or if they ſhould endeavour to rie 


make themſelves Maſters of the King- 
dom of Sicily, which muſt be with a 
deſign to invade the Kingdom of 
Noples, in ſuch Caſe you are, with all 
your Power, to hinder and obſtruct 


1c 
li 
ut 
A 
the ſame. But if ir ſhould ſo happen, I . 
that at your Arrival with our Fleet un- ot 
der your Command in the Medirer- ir 
ramean, the Spaniards ſhould already te 
have landed any Troops in Ita) in 8 
order to invade the Emperor's Terri- | (: 
tories, you ſhall endeavour amicably || 
to diſſuade them from perſevering in f 
ſuch an Attempt, and offer them your 


Aſſiſtance to help them to withdraw f 
their Troops, and put an End to all I 
l 


further Acts of Hoſtility. But im | 

Caſe thefe your friendly Endeavours | 
ſhould prove ineffectual, you ſhall, by 

keeping Company with, or 3 
ing their Ships ot Convoy, or, if it 

be neceſſary, by openly oppoſing N 


them, 


\ 
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them, defend the Empetor's Territo- 
ties from any further Attempts. 
V. And whereas We have thouglit 

it for our Service, to ſend four Batta- 
lions of our Forces on Board our Fleet 
under your Command; upon your 
Arrival at our Town of Portmahon, 
you are to put the ſaid four Battalions 
on Shore there, to relieve the Garriſons 
in our Iſland of , and you are 
to take the ſaid Garriſons on Board our ; i 
Ships of War, in order ro employ the 1 
ſame in ſuch manner and according to 1 
fack Inſtructions, as you ſhall receive 


m 


C 

Vl. And wheteas We have thought Ii 
fit ro recall out Truſty and Well-be- 
loved Charles Cornwall, Eſq; whom we 
had appointed our Plenipotentiary for 
concluding a Peace with the Moors, 
and have empowered you to renew. 
that Negotiation, you are therefore 
to diſpoſe of the Ships now under the 
Command of the faid Vice-Admital 


Cornwall, 


v: 
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Cornwall, and employ the whole Squa- 
dron, or any part thereof, in the man- 
ner you ſhall judge moſt proper for 
promoting the ſeveral reſpective Ser- 
vices, wherein you are employed in 


i > 9 * 
the Mediterranean. r 
Þ 38 n s INe 
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Ar. Secretary CRAGOG' Letter to 


the Admiral. 


8 wh Cockpit, May 27th 0. S. 1718. 


: 


3 
7 
* * 
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1 ſtructions, as well with relation to 
your Conduct in the Mediterra- 
nean, as to the Treaty with the Moors. 


Alfter what paſſed yeſterday be- 
tween my Lord Sunderland, my Lord 
Stanhope, You and Me, when we 
were together at Lord Stanbopes 
Lodgings, there remains nothing 

for me but to wiſh you a good 

Voyage, and good Succeſs in your 

| „ 


Incloſe to you his Majeſty's In- 


423 PENNDAX aw 
2- | Undertakings, I do it very hearti- 
- | Iy, and am with great Truth, - ----/* 
Ir 6 +78: JoRs 0000-03 546 noe 
iis ries Tt... , i 
F Humble Servant. 
ES goa J. CrRaces: 
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Extract of a Letter from Earl Stanhope 
„aao be Admmal. 2 
BA ONE, September 2d 1718. 
N Eing arrived here laſt Night in fix 
days from Madrid, I do, in pur- 
ſuance of the Commands I have Kern 
' | his Majeſty, take this firſt Opportu- 
I nity of acquainting you, that nothing = 
has paſſed at Madrid, which ſhould | 
divert you from purſuing the Inſtruc- wi 
tions you have. 
If the News, which I learn at 
Bayone, that the Citadel of Meſſma is = 
taken, be nor true, or if, notwith- "I 
ſtanding that the Spaniards have that 
Port, their Fleet by contrary Winds, 
P *.- 


* 
— — — 
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or any other Accident, ſhould not 


have got into the Harbour, and that 
you have an Opportunity of attack- 


ing them, I am perſwaded you will 
not let ſuch an Occaſion ſlip, and 1 
agree perfectly in Opinion with what 
is recommended to you by Mr. Secre- 
tary Craggs, that the firſt Blow you 


give, ſhould, if poſſible, be deciſive. 


The two great Objects which I 
think we ought to have in View are to 
deſtroy their Fleet, if poſſible, and to 
preſerve ſuch a Footing in Sicily, as 
may enable us to Land an Army 


Copy 
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Copy of the ings Letter to the Ad- 
miral, written by his own Hand. 


Mionſieur le Chevalier By x G. | 
Os que je naye pas encore regen de 
vos nouvelles en droiture, jay ap- 
pris la Vittoire que la Hotte a remportte 
ſous vos Ordres, & je way pas voulu 
vous difftrer le Contentement que mon ap- 
probation de votre Conduite vous pourroit 
donner. Je vous en remercie, & je 
Souhaite que vous en temoigniez ma ſatis- 
fattio à tous les braves gens qui ſe ſont 
diſtmguez dans cette occaſion. Le Se- 
cretaire d Etat Cragge a Ordre de vous 
informer plus au long de mes mtentions, 
mais j ay voulu vous aſſeurer moy meme 
que ſe ſuis, Monſieur le Chevalier Byng, 

Votre bon Amy, 

| GEORGE R. 


A Hampton-Court ce 23 d' Aout 1718. 
P 2 Copy 
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erer 


Copy of the Emperor's Letter to 
the Admiral, written Dy: his c own 


band. 


Onfieur Amiral & Chevalier 
Byng. Tay regeu avec beaucoup 
A Satis aktion & de Joye par le porteur de 
celle cy la vòtre du 1 d me d Aout. Quand 
y ſceus que vous etiez nomme de ſa Ma- 
eſte le Roy votre maitre pour commander ſa 
Hotte dans la Mediterrante, je conceus 
d abord toutes les bonnes eſperances. Le 


glorieux Succes pourtant les a en quelque 


maniere Surpaſſe. Vous avez en cette 
_ - occaſion donne des preuves Tune valeur, 
conduite, & Zele pour la commune cauſe 


tres ſingulier; la gloire qui vous en reſulte 


eſt bien grande, mais auſſi en rien moin- 
dre ma reconnoiſſance, comme vous Lex- 


pliquera plus le Comte de N amilton. Comp- 
tex totours ſur la continuation de ma re- 


 connoiſſance & de mon Affellion envers 
vous, priant Dieu qu il vous ait en ſa Sainte 


garde. A Vienne # z me Oltobre 1718, 


CHARLES, 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the great Maſ- 
ter of the Houſhold of the Queen 
of Denmark, to the Admiral. 


OA Majeſte Ia Reine ma Ordonnte de 
Saluer Votre Excellence de ſa part tres 
| gracieuſement, et de luy feliciter et mar- 
quer en meme tems la grande part que Sa 
Majeſte prend 2 la glorieuſe & complette 
Vittoire que la Hotte Angloiſe ait empor- 
tte ſous le Commandement de Votre Excel- 
lence ſur celle des Eſpagnols. Sa Ma- 
jeſté la Reine en eſt dautant plus ſenſible, 
puiſqu Elle a eue I Avantage & la Sa- 
tisfattion Fannte paſſee de connoitre votre 
Excellence plus particulierement. Pour 
mon particulier, j en felicite pareillement 
Votre Excellence, luy ſoubaitant le mime 
bonheur en toutes les occaſions & rencon- 
tres, quand il Sagit de combattre avec 
Son Ennemi, ou ceux qui veulent troubler 
le repos publique, + Tay Thonneur dere 


avec 
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Avec beaucoup de reſpelt 2 confidera- 


tion, | 
 MoNSIEUR, 


de Votre Excellence 
A Copenhague le tres humble & tres 
ce 26 Sept. 1718. Obeiſant Serviteur, 


Municn. 


—_———_ 
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Copy of a Letter from the Emperor 
to che Admiral 

1 Onſieur Byng Amiral & Commandant 

en Chef de I Eſcadre de ſa Majeſte 


Britannique dans la mer Mediterrante. 


Par les Repreſentations du Comte de Gallas 
mon Conſeill,r d Etat Vice-roy & Capt- 
taine Gene ral au Royaume de Naples, & 


du Comte de Merci Commandant en Chef 


mes Troupes en Sicile, jar ett informs du 
Projet au quel par votre Zele & aftivitt 
on avoit travaille, pour terminer dau- 
tant plus tot avec Succts la guerre en 


Sicile, Par leque 07. concluoit, que le | 


moyen 


2 TR Pa ye IR 1 I. > RY 3 S 
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moyen plus ſeur & plus promt, ttoit d en- 


goyer au dit Royaume mes Troupes Im- 


periales deſtinies 2 Lentrepriſe de Sar- 


dent Pexecution du Projet conviennent 


ficile Fattaque de la — mais, 


au contraire, elles en facilitem lexpe- 


dition re glee par le dit Traité, j ai jug 
eme 53 d approuver le ſus dit Pro- 


jet. Ainſi pendant que mon cher Frere 


le Roy de la grande Bretagne, & la 
Cour de Paris, vont ere mformez par 
les Couriers Extraordinaires, que je leurs 
at fait depecher, des raiſons qui ont 
oblige de Suivre les avis portez dans 
le Projet, je wveux que vous Soyeæ aſ- 
eure par certe lettre de la Satisfattion 
que j ai de J Amour & Zele que, par vos 
Conſeils, vous avez fait paroitre dans 
cette rencontre, ſoit pour I avancement 
G Progr de la Cauſe commune, ſoit 


pour 


daigne. Comme les raiſons qui perſua- 


3189 


en meme tems a Obſervance du Trai- © 


te de le Quadruple Alliance, & que 
non ſeulement ne rendent point dif 
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pour les Interets & Attachement 2 m 
Perſonne Imperiale, & Auguſte mai. 
fon. Ceſt pour ces raiſons, & pour. 
Fopinion fuſte & avantageuſe que j ai de 
votre amour envers moi, & de Votre 
Sage Conduite, que dans toutes les Occa- 
ſions je vous donnerai des Marques de mon 
Affektion, de mon Eſtime, & du bon Sou- 
venir que} at des Services que vous m ame 
rendus. Et tant Monſieur Byng Amiral. 
& Commandant en Chef de I Eſcadre de 
Sa Majeſté Britannique dans la Mer Me- 
3 Dieu vous ait ſous ſa Sainte 
Garde. A Vienne ce deuxieme Aout mil- 
le Sept cent dix neuf. 


CHARLES. 


de Vilata Peas | 


L 1 8 T of the Spaniſh Fleet in the Action off of Cape Paſſaro 
Don Antonio de Caſtaneta, including two Ships whic were am 
the Coaſt of Sicily. . 
Er Nen G. 
-48t; Philip the Roa... 650 
Prince of Aſturias, . 350 
The Royal. „ Rn no * ek. — - »- | 400 
St. Lewis. | 7 ( i „ | 400 
| St. Ferdinand. „ ' - += -» | 400 
St. Carlos. Prince De Chalay. | 400 
Santta Iſabella. Don Andrez Rexio. [2 400 
Sancta Roſa. Don Antonio Gonſalez, x 400 
St. Jobn Baptiſts, Don Franciſco Gerrera, 400 
St. Peter, [Don Antonio Ariſaga. | 400 
Pearl. Don Gabriel Alderete. e 
VVV t 300 
St. Jidro. Don Manuel vile Vicentia, ER 300 
| L' Eſperanza. Don Juan Delfino & Borlandine. | 300 
Volante. Don Antonio + comes | 300 
| V i : F „ 
Hermiona. Don Rodrigo 4 T, orres. | 300 
Porcupine. A Prenchman. 250 
Surprize. Don Michel Saday, Knight of Malta. | 250 
-; a ny Don Pedro Moyana. 2.50 
La Galera. I Don Franciſco Alverera, 200 
IL Caſtilla. Don Franciſco Leanio, Knight of Malte. 200 
Count de Tholouſe. Don Foſeph Focoua. 8 200 
Jer. Don - - - Covaigne. | 240 
Eagle. | Don Lucas Maſnata. | 4 240 
St. Francis Areres. |- -- - - * a W | 100 
Little $t. Fer dinand, = - — 22 - | 150 
Little St. Jobn. Don Trnatio Valevale. : 150 
Sid Don Juan Papajena, '] 100 
N 
l 7 


There were Seven Gallies, which are of great uſe in 


Paſare 1 in the. Yeat- 17 18 
re amongſt thoſe that 


Men [Guns| | 

—1 — — — — 

659] 74 Admiral Caftaneta. Taken. 

550| 70|Rear-Adnural Chacos, | Taken, 
400] 60 Rear-Admiral Gueuars, Eſcaped. 
400 60 Rear-Admiral Cammock, Eſcaped. 
400] 60| Taken, 

400 60|Taken, 

400 60 Taken. 

400] +60 Eſcaped. 

400] 60 

300 50 Eſcaped. 

300] 50 Burnt, 

300] 46 Taken, 

300 46 Burnt, - 

300| 44| Taken, 

300] 44 Burnt, 


EF 


Captain Walton deſtroy d on 


Sunk afterwards in Maſina _ | 


1 


Eſcaped, Afterwards loſt in the cup * Farento, | 


iſe in Battle, eſpecially in calm Weather. 


* E 
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| LI 28 of the Britiſh Fleet under the Command of Sir 


in the V. 
Rate Ships | Captains!” | | f 
— Mrs mY 5 eee 
3 aunders, 
| Barfeur. N . —— Richard Lftock fi 
S hbrewsbury. | John Balcben. 
- | Dorſetſhire; | | Fobn Furrer. 
| Burford. © Charles Vanbrugh. 
4 Kicbard -Rowzier, 
aflon. Nicholas Haddock. 
| Lenox: I Charles Strickland, 
Bredab. Barrow Harris. 
8 1Edward Pullnghais, 
"Rent; _ —- + Thomas Mathews. 
Royal Oak. Thomas Kempthorne, 
Captain. Archibald Hamilton. 
Canterbury. George Walton, 
Dreadnought, Jilliam Hadgock. 
Superbe. |Stremſham Maſter. 
Rupert. Arthur Field. 
Dunkirk. Francis Drake. 
Montague. Thomas Beverly. 
Rocheſter. Foſeph Winder. 
'Argyl. Coningsly Norbury, 


To be plac'd after Page 310, 


7 = + Be) | 
of Sir George Byng, 
the Year 1718. 
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Admiral RRR. 
Vice-Admiral Cormuall.. 
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